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ALASAAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


\ POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 1, JANUARY, 2014. 


North of 60° ----- 


ATTU, BRUTUS? 


I apologize. I could not resist that title! I think the joke is readily apparent to anyone my 
age or older. Perhaps not so obvious to those younger. 


Joe Usibelli provided information for an article that ran in the August 2009 issue. I will 
repeat a couple items, and Joe has provided a couple more. 


NAS Attu, Alaska 
FLEET CLUB 

tyvo bottleg beer 
gLO per bottle 


The item above has been shown before, without giving a size. This example is 100mm by 
52mm. It seems likely that these were cut from a sheet of paper and the sizes are not 
standardized. 


“Navy 163” was the designation for 
the Navy airfield on Attu. This ra- 
tion coupon, based on the one above, 
is presumed to be for 2 bottles of 
beer. It is black on white or tan, 
76mm by 48mm. 


Of an unknown vintage, probably 
the 1950s, is the Naval Air Trans- 
port Service baggage tag. Unfortu- 
nately, it only carries a month and 
day (6/15 - June 15) and no year. 
This is black on blue. 


On page 3 are two more items that 
I found on the internet at 
www.nps.gov/aleu/indexhtm. 
This website has a tremendous 
amount of history about World 
War II in the Aleutians. 


Walter Anderson was stationed on 
Attu, much of the time at Cape 
Wrangell on the eastern end of the 
island. An excerpt of an interview 
mentions rationing and the use of 
coupons or tickets. 


continued on page 3 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Welcome to our 36th year. As I think I say every 
year, I can’t believe I have been doing this for that 
long. Happy New Year to all! 


This month our thanks go to Joe Usibelli for provid- 
ing images of items from Attu. Joe has be scouring 
eBay and other sources for historical memorabilia 
related to the war in the Aleutians. 


We are getting caught up on Prices Realized with a 
full page, found on page 4. Of particular note this 
month is the Anchorage Native Gold & Copper 
“medal” selling for $3,427. Juneau Arctic Barber 
Shop 6%¢ brought an impressive $1,125. A Gam- 
bier Bay $1 sold for $665. This denomination was 
not part of the hoard that appeared last year. 


I have made another gold token and this can be found 
on page 6. I think the crossed pick and shovel, with 
a boulder between the handles, is the peak of my en- 
graving skill! 


Offered on page 8 are challenge coins from the Stu 
Rothman collection. 


In December we offered a gold token from 5A 
Ketchem Creek, one of the Vogler claims. As noted, 
Joe Vogler was the founder of the Alaska Indepen- 
dence Party who was murdered in 1993. A medal 
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honoring Joe was in the works when he was assassi- 
nated, and came out shortly there after. This medal is 
one of several offered on page 9. Also on page 9 are 
a Prices Realized list encompassing 1999 to 2013, a 
35 year index, as well as the 2014 Fairbanks Coin 
Club token. 


ALASKA MEDAL DVD 


Long time subscriber, ANA regional representative, 
and unsuccessful (sorry Richard) candidate for the 
ANA Board of Governors, Richard Jozefiak gave a 
presentation on “Official State of Alaska Silver Me- 
dallions, Animals of the Last Frontier on Medals,” at 
the annual ANA convention in New Orleans last year. 


Part of the “Money Talks” program, it was video- 
taped (or should that be DVD’d?), and is now avail- 
able from David Lisot (it is number ANA 13-007). 
His website is coinvideo.com. This DVD has not 
made it onto his website yet, so a phone call might 
be in order: 1-800-876-2320. 


If you are a member of the ANA, I am sure you can 
borrow it from their library. Or contact ANA Educa- 
tion Manager Susan McMillan, 1-719-632-2646. She 
can probably provide more information. 


Mr. Jozefiak also gave presentation at the 2004 ANA 
Convention titled “Alaska Numismatics,” number 
ANA 04-011 on the Coin Video website. This DVD 
is $24.95. 


ATTU, BRUTUS, coxr. 


Walter Andersen: ......Because I can remember I was 
in Attu on V-J Day. So, I don’t think the war was 
over then because I had gone back to celebrate. I’ve 
got that one picture of we’re all drinking beer there. 
Janis Kozlowski: Were you still at Wrangell then or 
over on the other side? 

Walter Andersen: No, I was at Attu. The officers 
got the beer for us. We had really good officers too. 
They were just super. 

Janis Kozlowski: Did you normally have beer or was 
this a special thing? 

Walter Andersen: | think it was ... I think before 
we had it ... you had to have a ticket for it or coupon 
or something you know. You couldn’t drink all the 
beer you want, but on that day they just left the beer 
there for us and we just drank the beer. 


These two ration coupons were among the photos 
that accompany the Anderson interview. No sizes 
were given. 


WEEKLY BEER ISSUE 
Good for two (2) bottles 
from Jan 20 thru Jan 26, 


CONG 


mola ww 
Welfare Officer. 


The first is again for two bottles of beer. It is typed 
and similar to the one on the front page. 


One quote worth mentioning from the August 2009 
issue is from the Tundra Times of January 15, 1945, 
published at Amchitka: “...Ship’s Service issuing beer 
chits every Saturday this year. We ain’t making any 
promises that same can be expected the other 50 
weeks remaining, but those with parched tonsils will 
definitely be able to get relief at Duffy’s during the 
rest of Jan. and probably the month of Feb.” 


It is interesting that the item above was good from 
Jan. 20 to Jan. 26! 


The other item is Ships Service Cigarette Ration cou- 
pon. It is printed blue on black. It is embossed, like 
a corporate or notary seal. I can’t quite make it out 
but can see “NAVY” and “NT” which might be De- 
partment. This only takes up less than half of the 
circumference of the seal. Perhaps the rest is Ships 
Service. 
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This is a repeat from May 1999. It is a punch card 
for beer or Coke. It is stamped on the back Construc- 
tion Battalion No. 38, A Co. They were stationed at 
Dutch Harbor and Attu in 1945. 
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| -CFFICERS’ MESS ANNEX 
NAVAL AIR STATION 
| GOOD For SC in TRADE 
ie fia ATTU, ALASKA 


The only tokens (chits) listed in Benice are the Of- 
ficers’ Mess Annex, 5¢ and 25¢. These are probably 
post World War II. 


As I stated before, one has to wonder what else is out 
there, and what has been destroyed. 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, AK Pool Rm., 12'2¢, B-3c 202.50 
Anchorage, D.D. Club, 12'2¢, B-15al 95.000B 
Anchorage, 4th Ave Liquor, 25¢, B-19a 40.000B 
Anchorage, Native gold & Copper, B-30a 3,427.00 
Atka, Serius Golley, 10¢, B-2b OB795.00NB 
Barrow, Tony’s Rec., 10¢, B-1b 18.47 
Bering River, Hoonah Pkg. Co., $5, B-1f | 295.000B 
Bering River, Hoonah Pkg. Co., $10, B-lg 395.000B 
Bethel, N.C. Co., $1, B-2c OB95.00NB 
Bethel, Olsen Bros., 25,50,$1, B-3 a-c 15.50 
Bethel, Samuelson, 25,50,$1, B-4 a-c 45.000B 
Canyon City, Red Onion, Meal, B-la 158.01 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25,50,$1,B-1 a-c 191.38 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25,50,$1,B-1 a-c 164.50 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25,50,$1,B-1 a-c 181.38 
Chichagoff, C. Club, 5¢, B-1a 14.01 
Chisana, Anderton, 50¢, B-1b 14.01 
Chisana, Anderton, 50¢, B-1b 15.000B 
Chitina, Navada Bar, 12'’2¢, B-4a OB75.00NB 
Cordova, Carscadden, 6'4¢, B-6a 177.50 
Cordova, Cordova House, 5¢, B-14a 95.000B 
Cordova, Hegg, 5¢, B-17a 448.99 
Dillingham, Bradford, 5¢, B-la OB150.00NB 
Douglas, Hudson, 2'2¢, B-21b 910.00 
Douglas, Palace of Sweets, 64¢, B-3la 315.00 
Douglas, Pioneer/Guin, 5¢, B-32a OB350.00NB 
Eek, McIntyre, 50¢, B-1b 40.000B 
Elmendorf AFB, Civ. Club., 5,25,$1, B-l a,c,f 30.00 


Excursion Inlet, APSC Co., 5¢ to $1, B-1 a-e 130.000B 
Fairbanks, Bentley, B-6a, 156 pcs. | BIN3,120.00DNS 


Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, B-6a OB29.99NB 
Fairbanks, Chis. & Hall, 124¢, B-12a 195.000B 
Fairbanks, Nordale Hotel, 25¢, b-38al 295.000B 
Fairbanks, AK Coach Eielson, B-T la 38.78 
Fairbanks, AK Coach Ladd, B-T1b 9.990B 
Fairbanks, UBL, 15¢, B-T7a 35.000B 
Fairbanks, Univ. Coach, 12'2¢, B-T8a 41.00 
Gambier Bay, Hoonah Pkg. Co., $1,B-1d 665.00 
Goodnews Bay, Joe Jean, B-1 a-d 127.50 
Haines, Teddy Bear, 25¢, b-13a 17.000B 
Homer, Homer Club, 50¢, B-2a 81.08 
Hoonah, Icy Staits, 10¢, b-2a 15.000B 
Hyder, Bungalow, $1, B-2c OB120.00NB 
Hyder, Northern Pool Hall, 25¢ B-4b 67.96 
Indian Mt., 708 NCO OM, 5,10¢, B-1 alandbI 15.50 
Indian Mt., 708 NCO OM, 25¢, B-IclII 11.38 
Juneau, Arctic Barber, 614¢, B-6a 1,125.00 
Juneau, Burford’s, 12'2¢, B-12bI 163.50 
Juneau, Circle City Hotel, 5¢, B-16a 255.00 
Juneau, Circle City Hotel, 12'2¢, B-16b 460.00 
Juneau, Peerless Bakery, Bread, B-60a OB395.00NB 
Juneau, Spickets, 12’2¢, B-68a 208.50 


Juneau, Garnick encased cent 15.00 
Juneau, Imperial Billiard encased cent 93.29 
Katalla, Northern, B-Sa 280.72 
Ketchikan, Budweiser, 10¢, B-7b 466.00 


Ketchikan, H. Connell, 12'4¢, B-11b, damage150.000B 


Ketchikan, Hop Wo, $1, B-17c 255.00 
Ketchikan, Lotus Pool, 5¢, B-31b 225.000B 
Ketchikan, (2) No. Bus., | fare, B-T4a 21.77 
Ketchikan, (2) No. Bus, | bus fare, B-T4bI 10.49 
Kobuk, Brown, 25, 50,$1, B-1 a-c OB35.00NB 
Kodiak, Mecca, 12'2¢, B-9a 125.000B 
Kodiak, Nelson & Kroft, 12'2¢, B-lla 177.50 
Kivalina, Reindeer Trd. Co., 50¢, B-1c 152.50 
Kukak Bay, Hemrich, $10, B-1glI 195.000B 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, B-1, a,b,c,d,f 35.000B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 30.93 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a, NGC-62 229.26 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 30.33 
Nabesna, Nebesna Trd. Co., B-la 59.88 
(Nome), Arctic, 12'4¢, B-4a 37.00 
Nome, Columbia, | Drink, B-17a 166.37 
Nome, Nevada, 12'4¢, B-35bII 265.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 40.000B 
Palmer, Elks, 50¢, B-6a 9.990B 
Petersburg, PC&NP, $1, B-8f 510.00 
Port Alexander, J. Jacobsen, 50¢, B-b 12.000B 
Port Alexander, TJ Jacobsen, $1 B-4b 11.29 
Selavik, Rotman, 50¢, B-2b 8.01 
Seldovia, Cash Store, 5¢, B-5a 22.50 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8bI 29.50 
Seward, Palace, 12'2¢, B-9b OB295.00NB 
Seward, Up & Up, 12'4¢, B-18a 135.000B 
Sitka, Baranof Bus, | fare, B-T2a 15.50 
Skagway, M&E, $1, B-16f 14.43 
Skagway, Mascotte, 5¢, B-17a 113.61 
Skagway, Shamrock, 12'4¢, B-24a 29.990B 
Sparrevohn, 719th ACW, 5¢, B-1b OB15.00NB 
Talkeetna, Fairview, 12'2¢, B-2a 26.00 
Teller, No. Star Merch., 5¢, B-2a 45.000B 
Tonsina, Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 36.00 
Valdez, CBB, 12'2¢ TC, B-4a 35.000B 
Valdez, CBB, 12'2¢ TC, B-4a 26.00 
Wacker, W.T.C., B-3al 11.61 
Yakutat, Y&S Rwy, 50¢, B-3c 206.00RNM 
Yes Bay, APF, $1, B-3e 76.00 
Dawson, YT, Davies & Frey, 12'2¢, B-7a 78.77 
USC&GSS Pathfinder (see FTR) 77.00 
AYPE encased cent, potty 55.08 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = rdist; R= Re 
serve, RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sdl; + FTR=seeFor the 
Record 


COOK INLET EXPLORATION BICENTEN- 
NIAL, 1778-1978. One Troy Ounce Fine Gold. We 
first learned of the medal when we learned of the 
Nyak gold medal. This is in our listing of Alaska gold 
and platinum medals, August/September, 2000, but 
we did not have sample to illustrate. The edge is 
marked “.999 Fine Gold © AHM Ltd.,” serial #861. 


USC&GSS PATHFINDER: United States Coast 
and Geodetic Survey Ship. Kaye Dethridge states 
that the Pathfinder spent a little time in Alaska wa- 
ters (1900-1901). This does not make this an Alaska 
token, but it is a neat piece nevertheless. Brass, 
21mm. 


SEWARD: Seward Hotel. Probably a room key tag. © 


Looks like there might have been a hole at 12:00. 
Nickel alloy, 30mm (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 


ANCHORAGE: Mayor’s 2002 Midnight Sun Mara- 
thon, 1/2 Marathon. Neat key fob. Bronze, no size 
given. 


AN CHORAGE: Pioneer Club on top of back, AL 
AS KA on bottom of paws. Mating polar bears (also 


known as “Happy Bears”) made of a ceramic that 
looks like ivory. There is a small chip on the mouth, 
otherwise in excellent condition. About 55mm from 
nose to tail. $20 


FAIRBANKS: Yellow Cab Co. key ring. Black on 


yellow printing. Black disk is about 30mm. $5 
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LIVENGOOD CAMP: Alyeska Service Center, 
Fairbanks. White on red plastic. A souvenir from 
the Pipeline Days. One must wonder how many of 
these key tags were floating around in the mid to late 
70s! $10 


PLEASE INCLUDE $5 POSTAGE PER ORDER. 


CHRISTINA PROSPECT 


While placer mining is more common in Alaska, 
hardrock mining has a long history. The mines in 
Juneau and Douglas began in the 1880s. There was 
even a mine in the Aleutians _. 

- the Apollo Mine. 


Hardrock mining is not new 
in the interior of Alaska. The 
valleys and streams around 
Fairbanks were extensively 
staked and mined. That left 


the hillsides to be explored R, 
by miners looking for the ae 
source of that gold. on 


Looking at property in the 
late 70s, we walked down 
into Dome Creek from the 
Elliott Highway. After ex- 
ploring Dredge #5, we 
walked up the back side of 
Pedro Dome and came upon 
an old stamp mill. There was 
hardrock mining going on 
there years ago. It would 
have made a nice lawn ornament! 


Near #8 on the map (the Wackwitz claim) is the junc- 
tion of the Steese Hwy., Pedro Dome Rd., and the 
road that goes to Ft. Knox Mine. These three roads 
come together at the top of Cleary Summit. 


The Christina Prospect is on the divide separating 
Wolf and Chatham Creeks, very close to the old 
Cleary townsite. The Kawalita claim (#5 on the map), 
south and east of the Christina Prospect was discov- 
ered in 1908. 


“In the 1950s through the 1970s, almost 20,000 
ounces of gold was mined from surface and under- 
ground workings on the Christina Prospect. Explo- 
ration continued throughout the 1980s, when several 
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to Ft. Kno; 


holes were drilled to explore the extent of mineral- 
ization in the Christina system. Based on the drilling 
conducted in the 1980s, reserves have been estimated 
at over 68,000 ounces of gold.”! Exploration contin- 
ues to the present day. 


We have been fortunate to purchase 1+ oz. gold from 
the Christina Prospect. The gold has been recovered 
from the ore by crushing and then sluicing like placer 
gold. The gold was assayed by General Refining 
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Modified from U.S.G.S. Livengood, Alaska, A-! quadrangle 


: ‘Map from Bureau of Mines Circular 8604, 1973 


by Bruce Thomas. 


Corporation as .7928 gold and .1964 silver. I made 
20 tokens and 5 additional for the miner. 


These tokens are available for $90, postpaid. Die 
trials in silver of both dies are available for $20 for 
the pair, plus $3 postage (or postpaid when ordered 
with a gold token). 


I hope to visit the Christina Prospect this summer. If 
I can get any ore samples (with no visible gold, of 
course), I will be sure to let you know! 


'www.minedat.org/loc.196916html 
(see page 9 for another silver token) 
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ALLENGE COINS 


ANCHORAGE: 26th Armed Services YMCA Sa- 
lute to the Military, 2003. Red, white, blue, black, 
yellow and green on gold, 45mm. 1 only - $10 


— 


(FORT GREELY): Ground-based Midcourse De- 
fence, Boeing, 2003. Bronze, 38mm. 1 only - $10 


(FT. WAINWRIGHT): Stryker, Commander’ Coin 
for Excellence, Co. A, 25th Brigade Support Battal- 
ion, 25th Infantry Regiment. Red, white, yellow and 
green on bronze. 


> —- 
crumcnicatinws fo Cy 
KODIAK: USCG Communications Station, Com- 
munications in the last frontier. Honor, Respect, De- 


votion to Duty, Cable Eating Bears. Red and black 
on silver, 50mm. 


KODIAK: North Pacific Regional Fisheries Train- 
ing Center, Safety of Life at Sea, Protecting the Re- 
source and Ensuring a Level Playing Field. Multi- 
colored on silver. 


- 
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NOVATIO 


COAST GUARD: 17th District (Alaska), polar bear 
with Alaska flag in center. One ounce silver, by the 
Alaska Mint. One only available - $45 postpaid. 


SSBN 732 (ALASKA): Leading from the front since 
1893, “Ask the Chief.’ Season of Pride 365, Tested, 
Selected, Initiated, SSBN 732. Red, white, blue green 
and black on gold. 


KOTZEBUE: Operation Arctic Care, AFRC Inno- 
vative Readiness Training, Joint Services Operation. 
Included in this operation were Kobuk, Shungnak, 
Ambler, Kivalina, Buckland, Point Hope, Selawick, 
Kiana and Noorvik. Multi-colored on silver. 


FIRST BATTALION 
17TH INFANTRY 
“BUFFALOS” 


These items are from the Stewart Rothman collec- 
tion. If memory serves me, Stu was in the Buffalos 
during the Korean War. He was proud of that ser- 
vice, and was, for lack of a better term, a goodwill 
ambassador for them when they were stationed at Ft. 
Wainwright. The following items are included. II- 


One ounce silver and a brass medals by the Alaska 
Mint. In original cases. Only silver shown. 


Challenge Coin: Presented for Excellence. Bronze 
finish with white and black enamel, 44mm. 


Challenge Coin: Similar to above, but without Ko- 
rea below Buffalo. Copper finish with white and blue 
enamel, 44mm. (top of next column) 


Challenge coin: Command Sergeant Majors Coin of 
Excellence. Bronze with yellow, white and dark blue 
(almost black) enamel, 48mm. 
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Challenge coin: 17th Infantry Regiment Associa- 


tion. Bronze with black, white and blue enamel, with 
a clear coat, 50mm. Great Buffalo! 


Stu Rothman Photo-Dollars: $2.50 in trade, 1984, 
cast silver colored base metal, 47mm. 


This lot of 8 medals, including the 1 oz. silver medal 
is available for $80.00 postpaid. 


ALASKA 1 OZ. SILVER ™ Individually priced. ee 
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YUKON QUEST 


JOE VOGLER: Alaskan Independence Party - 


IRON DOG SNOW MACHINE RACE: 1999 and $35.00 


2000. $35.00 each or $60 for the pair. 


FAIRBANKS COIN CLUB: 2014 SILVER TOKEN: 


Just over 1/10 oz. of .999 fine silver. The reverse die is from the Northern 
Bus Co. of Ketchikan, B-T4c. Made on my antique screw press. $10.00 


35 YEAR INDEX 


It took sometime, but I have compiled an index for the first 35 years of Alaskan Token Collector and 
Polar Numismatist. It is 55 pages long. I do this mainly for me, but I know a few of you would like a 
copy. These are priced at $15 for a mailed copy, or $10 for an emailed PDF. 


1999 TO 2013 PRICES REALIZED 


I was asked about this, and thought it was too much trouble. But I sat down and did it anyway. It is 
not as detailed as the yearly prices realized (the business name is not included). Only tokens listed in 
Benice are included. It is 7 pages. This is priced at $8 for a mailed copy or $6 for an emailed PDF. If 
you purchased the 2013 prices realized, you may deduct $3. 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


XY POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 2, FEBRUARY, 2014. 


FRIENDLY FIRESIDE LOUNGE 


— 
~ | FRIENDLY FIRESIDE | 
Cec, SRO UNGET 

. CS AND CAFES" 


th |SPENARD. ALASKA | 


When J.W. Terrill emailed a scan of this postcard, I thought it might be a good time to look at 
the tokens issued by the Friendly Fireside Lounge. I remembered that they had issued a 
bunch of tokens, and thought maybe they might be the most prolific issue since the 1950s. I 
was surprised that there were only 11 tokens, 2 Alaska Purchase Centennial medals, 1 wooden 
nickel and one drink card. Still, the postcard prompts a look at one of Spenard’s prominent 
watering holes. 


Ron Benice lists the 25¢ through $1.00 tokens in “Alaska & Yukon Tokens,” stating they are 
probably post-statehood. I believe they are probably territorial as a higher quality token was 
introduced in 1961. What I find interesting is the difference in the quality of the die sinking. 


While the 25¢ and the 65¢ seem to share the same obverse, the quality of the 25¢ reverse is far 
superior to the 65¢ reverse. From the 65¢ to the 90¢, the reverse quality (alignment and 
centering) seem to progressively improve. They look to be all from the same manufacturer, 
but it is odd that the reverse of the lowest value, which presumably would be the earliest 
token, is of better quality. One can only guess why this is the case. Perhaps a change in 
ownership or personnel resulted in a “learning curve” for lining lettering up on a die (I have a 


continued on page 12 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Our thanks go to J.W. Terrill for providing the to- 
kens and post card to illustrate the FFL article. 


A couple Douglas and Skagway tokens are the stars 
in this month’s prices realized. The Chatanika Bingle 
Fritz tokens are making repeated appearances. Ap- 
parently one of the holders of the hoard is selling 
complete sets. Three sets were reported last month, 
and two this month, trending down in actual price 
realized. And the seller of the Bentley Dairy just 
keeps trying. Otherwise, it has been a slow month 
with many tokens selling for the OB and many going 
unsold (more than are reported in the next column). 


David Phillips is back this month with his MIONEY 
TO BURN column. Looks like Antlers & Ivory 
are making more wooden tokens than I am making 
gold and silver! 


It was good to hear from Jim Robb of Whitehorse 
again. Jim sent in a letterhead for “The Sideboard” 
in Dawson. This was operated by Hutton & Pearse 
(B-13a). While I think their token is the neatest from 
Dawson, the “seal” from the letterhead would have 
been better! 


I have made two new gold tokens. One is a bi-metal 
with both gold and silver from Slate Creek. Also of- 
fered is a 1 DWT token made from gold from Gold 
King Creek in the Bonnifield mining district. Some 
of my silver tokens are also offered at a discount. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
l page- $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12'’2¢, B-10a 59.950B 
Anchorage,Hunter Cocktail Bar, 12'%2¢, B-22a 154.01 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, set of 3, B-1 a-c 144.50 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, set of 3, B-1 a-c 117.50 
Cordova, Northern Drug, 12'2¢, B-28unl OB45.00NB 
Douglas, Miner’s Saloon, 6'4¢, B-27a 760.00 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢, B-6a OB29.95NBx5 
Fairbanks, Brown Derby, 5¢, B-10a 54.57 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg., 50¢, B-1dII 41.00 
Juneau, AK Hotel Bar, 12'2¢, B-2b OB40.00NB 
Juneau, Occidental Hotel, 12'%2¢, B-56b 95.000B 
Ketchikan, HopWo, 10¢, B-17a OB75.00NB 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, 10¢, B-32b 15.00 


Middleton Isl., 720ACWRON, 5 & 10¢, B-2 a,b 10.51 


Mt. Village, Sheppard Trd., set of 6, B-1 75.000B 
Murphey Dome, 744th NCOOM, $1, B-3g 20.50 
Nome, CW, Good for Whatever, B-lla OB175.00NB 
Nome, Cavey’s Bakery, | Loaf, B-13a OB95.00NB 
Nome, Polet, $1, B-41h 31.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 26.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 47.07 


Port Alexander, Dalso, set of 3, B-2 a-c OB125.00NB 
Port Alexander, TJ Jacobsen, 50¢, B-4a 15.000B 
Ruby, Shel’s, 25¢, B-Sa OB250.00NB 
Russian River, Henton’s, | drink, B-1a, holded75.000B 


Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8a 79.990B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 39.99 
Sitka, Baranof Bus, One Fare, B-T2a 9.990B 
Skagway, Anderson, 6'4¢, B-la 31.51 
Skagway, Comisary, 6'4¢, B-6a 595.000B 
Talkeetna, B&N, 12'4¢, B-lal 27.66 
Talkeetna, B&N, 12'4¢, B-lall 20.000B 
Talkeetna, Fairview, 12'2¢, B-2a OB20.00NB 
Talkeetna, HWN, 50¢, B-3bg 40.000B 
Tolovana, Tolovana Trd. Co., $1, B-2a OB575.00NB 
Valdez, The Fairbanks, 12'2¢, B-6bI 350.000B 
Valdez, Seattle Hotel, 12'2¢, B-20a OB495.00NB 
Yes Bay, A.P.F, 10¢, B-3b 41.00 
Whitehorse, TDP, $1, B-7c 15.00BIN 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record 


Buyers & Sellers 
GOLD ¢ SILVER « PLATINUM ¢ PALLADI 
RARE COIN PURCHASES, APPRAISALS & AUCTIONS 
Bacateieg) Placer Gold for General Refining Corp. Se 


RARE COINS 


A Trusted Name for Over 37 Years! 


i 
452-6461 © 551 Second Avenue « Fairbanks * 
Member PCGS & A.N.A 


FRIENDLY FIRESIDE LOUNGE, conr. 


In 1967, a similar token was issued in brass, but it 
was good for “6 Bits in Trade.” That would be 75¢. 


The die work on these three tokens are very similar, 
and the tokens are probably from the same manufac- 
turer. 


little experience with this learning curve). The 85¢ 
and 90¢ tokens appear to use the same obverse die. 


I had never seen the 1969 token before. It has to have 
one of the oddest denominations ever seen. It is good 
for “6 Bits and 10 in Trade.” So that would be 85¢. 


The die work is different from the previous three to- 
kens. It may be the same manufacturer or a new one. 


While the $1.00 token could have been made by the 
same manufacturer, it is in some ways more primi- 
tive than the lower denominations - no denticles 
around the rim, less ornamentation. One has to as- JUNE Ss, 149357 

sume that these brass tokens pre-date the following, FRIEN DLY 
higher quality, 1961 dated tokens. 


FIRESIDE oun gp CUINGE 


GOOD FOR A FREE DRINK 
ONLY ON DATE ISSUED 


The last negotiable item is a drink card, good for a 
free drink only on the date issued. It is printed light 
blue on white. It is marked in red “June 5, 1957.” 


This token, and the one that followed in 1964 are 
32mm copper. Both are good for a drink. 


As with many businesses and organizations, the 
Friendly Fireside Lounge issued commemorative 
medals to note the Alaska Purchase Centennial in 
1967. It uses the standard reverse APC die, which 
we attribute to Wendell’s of Minneapolis. This die 
was used on the vast majority of 1967 PC medals 
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FRIENDLY FIRESIDE LOUNGE, cox. 


issued. These medals were struck in sterling silver 
and brass. 


Last but not least (well, OK, least, sorry David) is a 
wooden nickel. These could have been a drink to- 
ken, or just an advertising token. It is printed black 
on wood. 


The Friendly Fireside Lounge closed in 1990. 


242\ SPENARD ROAD 
} 272-9187 f 


©COPYRIGHT NM. ELWING 


0\23)12 
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| 
RIENDLY FIRESIDE | 
LOUNGE 


c [SPENARD. ALASKA | 


1 - Della Palmer 
2 - Tom Oyster 


Taking a look at the Friendly Fireside Lounge was 
fun. I was hoping to get identifications on more of 
the people, but have to settle for what we have. If 
you recognize anyone, let me know and after a while, 
when I think we are done, I will run it again. 


PRINTED U.S.A. 


MONEY TO 


by David Phillips 
AN UPDATE ON ANTLERS & IVORY 


A follow up email to Kathy Fish of Antlers & Ivory 
to see if A&I had made any woods for 2013 brought 
a very kind and helpful reply. “Yes, we have the same 
woods as in 2012, but with 2013 inscribed thereon. 
We have 5 new woods: 3 new woods for the “Brag” 
series, and, a new “winners” wood for each of the 2 - 
2013 sled dog races (Rondy and Iditarod).” 


Kathy graciously agreed to send me one of each of 
these. 


BRAG SERIES: 


Also shown here is one example of the 2013 - 10 
previously issued “Brag” series woods. All the other 
9 are the same format as before, bug with the 2013 
date being the new addition. 


Kathy advises that A&I give out around 1,000 of the 
Brag series, and about 400 of the Rondy/Iditarod se- 
ries each year (since 2011). 


My thanks to Kathy for the updated information. 


ANCHORAGE: 50th Anniversary of the Great Alas- 
kan Earthquake. Issued by our Anchorage correspon- 
dent, Ken Rieck. Made in North Carolina. 
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NATIVE GOLD & SILVER T 


ee) 
4 p/ 


As many of you know from my previous tokens, Slate 
Creek in the Rampart mining district not only pro- 
duces placer gold, but also placer silver. This silver 
is hard to capture in the usual sluice used for gold 
mining because it has barely half the density of gold. 


In the past, we have made tokens from this gold and 
silver. I experimented with bimetal tokens last year, 
making a bimetal silver and brass coin club token. I 
also made a bimetal in silver and brass of my Mid- 
night Sun/Noon Moon token. 


After doing that, I made one experimental piece with 
a DWT of gold in place of the brass. I thought I 
might make it for sale to the tourists. But it just didn’t 
look like $100, never mind the $150 that I really need 
to get for it. The good news is that the experimental 
piece laid the groundwork for this token. 


This token is about 20mm after striking. The silver 
blank starts at 19.1mm, and must be at least 1.33mm 
thick. A 9.5mm hole is punched in the silver, mak- 
ing a “washer.” I purchased centering dies so that I 
could get the hole centered, but experimenting with 
these showed me that it was too much work (you must 
punch the center hole first, and then the planchet), 
and the final result did not look much more centered 
than the ones I did just by eye-ball. 


The gold “plug” is 9.5mm, and must be at least 
1.26mm thick. This is pressed into the hole in the 
washer using the screw press. Because the gold plug 
is thinner than the silver washer, I was worried about 
getting a good impression. Fortunately, the center plug 
seems to strike up nicely. 


The resulting token contains .1 oz. (1/10 oz., 2 DWT) 
of placer silver, and 1 DWT (1/20 oz.) of placer gold. 
Both components are slightly overweight, so the to- 
tal weight is more than 3 DWT (.15 0z.). 


The obverse of the token gives the weight. On the 


OKEN 


silver washer at 9:00 is “.1” and at 3:00 is “OZ.” In 
the center gold plug is “1 DWT.” 


The reverse of the token gives the metal content. On 
the silver washer at 9:00 is the silver content - 
.983AG, and at 3:00 the gold content - .0038AU. If 
you look closely, you will see that these abbrevia- 
tions were incorrectly punched into the die- GA and 
UA. The correct lettering was punched over the er- 
rors. The gold plug gives the metal content as .877AU 
and .123AG. 


These finenesses were derived through XRay Fluo- 
rescent testing. 


These are minted on my antique screw press. Be- 
cause the diameter and the thinness, these are pressed 
two, three, sometimes four times, and sometimes there 
is still some weakness. 


In black and white, the only indication that these are 
bimetal is a barely visible circle in the middle of the 
token. In color, they are way cool. 


The bad news is that I only had enough placer silver 
for 10 tokens, and these have all found caring 
homes.... I have enough gold to make 9 or 10 more. 
I just need to buy more silver. I will be in contact 
with the two miners that have provided this gold and 
silver to obtain more silver. 


If I can buy more silver, I will make more of these. If 
you want one, let me know, and I will put you on a 
list, first come, first served, limit of one. 


In the meantime, I do have available .999 silver die 
trials of both dies. These weigh about 1/5 oz. each. 
The pair is $30 postpaid. 


SEE THE NEXT PAGE FOR RARE SLATE 
CREEK SILVER TOKEN. 
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GOLD KING CREEK 


The first tokens that I made to sell used gold from 
Gold King Creek in the Bonnifield mining district 
south of Fairbanks. 


The previous tokens that I made from Gold King 
Creek gold used my original dies, with no indication 
of where the gold was from. Later, I did add a “B” 
counterstamp. B for Bonnifield, rather than GK for 
Gold King because I did not want to punch two let- 
ters into the token. With a recent purchase of gold 
from Gold King, I made a new die. 


Gold King gold is consistently around 82% pure, with 
the balance silver. Burn off was only 1.94%, really 
clean gold. I had this X-Ray fluorescence tested and 
it showed .8377 gold and .1623 silver, and nothing 
else. My specific gravity test came in at 16.78, cal- 
culating to .8202 gold and .1798 silver. GRC’s assay 


was .824. 


From the gold I purchased, I made 19 tokens. These 
are available for $85 postpaid. Silver die trials for 
the Gold King die are available for $10 plus $3 post- 
age, or postpaid when ordered with the gold token. 


SLATE CREEK SILVER TOKEN 


While looking through my silver tokens, I found 
these. These are the “first” Slate Creek silver tokens 
that I made - only 7! This token lacks the metal state- 
ment in the center. This was added on the “second” 
Slate Creek Silver. 


These can be found on page 121 of my book “Strik- 
ing Gold in Alaska.” Only 3 available, limit 1. 
$50 postpaid 


CLOSING OUT THE SILVER 


Over the years, I have made various silver tokens 
(not including the die trials). It is time to try to move 
All are limited to stock on hand. 


them out. 


5.00 
5.00 


Screw Press Test, about 1/10 ounce 
Fairbanks Coin Club 2010, about 1/10 oz. 


Russian American Co., eagle, about 1/10 oz. 5.00 
R.A. Co., St. George, about 1/10 oz. 5.00 


Gamble/Savoonga 10¢ die, uniface 
Don’s Alaskan = Cabin, <1/5 oz. 
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5.00 


Wrangell Island fantasy $1, aluminum 


PLEASE INCLUDE $5 FOR SHIPPING PER 
ORDER. 


HUTTON & PEARSE 


The “seal” above is from the letterhead of “The Side- 
board,” owned by Joseph M. Hutton and Frederick 
Howard Pearse. This was submitted by Jim Robb or 
Whitehorse. 


I checked my 35 year index and only found one ref- 
erence to Hutton and none to Pearse. I know that is 
not correct. There is a counterfeit piece that I re- 
ported on in the October 2012 issue. This has been 
noted for the 40 year index. 


Below are ads that I found in Dawson newspapers 
years ago. The copies are so old, they are on the old 
glossy photocopy paper. This accounts for the poor 
quality. 


From a Dawson newspaper, date unrecorded. 


The Spring is Here! 


Your systern needs tonic. The best 
fonic is the PURE LIQUORS at the 


Side Boa rd. Try them 
From the Yukon World, June 9, 1906. ” 


POLET - NOME 


NATIVE @RTCRAFT 
Created by Eskimos of Diomede 
King and St, Lawrence Islands— 
Wales, Shishmaref and Nome. 


& CARVED IVORY GIFTS, NATIVE-STYLED ie 
MOCCASINS AND MUKLUKS 


All types of Sport Fur 
Jackets and Parkas 


Send for Illustrated Catalog 


A.POLET 


Antonio Polet’s business name outlived his involve- 
ment with the business. The ad above is from the 
“yellow pages” of the “Territory of Alaska Telephone 
Directory,” March 1952. It states on the cover, “Pub- 
lished as a public service by Alaska Telephone Cor- 
poration, Through the Cooperation of the City owned 
and Independent telephone companies in the Terri- 
tory of Alaska. Submitted by J.W. Terrill. 


RED DOG SALOON 


JUNEAU: Good 4-1 Drink, Alaska’s Fabulous Gay 
Nineties Saloon. Gold on blue poker chip (submit- 
ted by Kaye Dethridge). A gold on white chip has 
previously been reported. 


ONE OUNCE SILVER MINI-PRICELIST 


> aps: OF THEN From the end of the alphabet! Many are only one 


in stock. 


SKAGWAY 
Corrington’s Alaska Ivory, 50¢, alum., 31mm 5.00 
Elks Drink Token, brass, 32mm, 1898-1998 5.00 
Elks (drink token), red leather, elk embossed 8.00 
SOLDOTNA 
Bear’s Den Rest., Wooden Dollar off any meal, 
black on wood 5.00 
Hill Top Bar & Cafe, one drink, red on wood 3.00 
Hilltop, Have a drink on. Gold on red poker chip 4.00 
As above, gold on blue 4.00 
Lola’s Bears Den Bar, 1965, drink, brs.,32mm 5.00 
SOURDOUGH 
Sourdough Roadhouse, 1989, One Well Drink, 


aluminum, 32mm 6.00 
SPENARD 
American Legion Post 28, 50¢ 1/T,32mmCN 5.00 
As above, $5 I/T, brass, 39mm 6.00 
FOE Eagles, Bingo Darts, 1959, $5 I/T brs. 
40mm 6.00 
FOE Eagles, Bingo Darts, 1966, 50¢ I/T, copper 
28mm 5.00 
FOE Eagles, Bingo Darts, Bud &Lloyd, 50¢ I/T 
brass, 28mm 5.00 
Friendly Fireside Lounge, 65¢ I/T, B-2b 10.00 
As above, 70¢, B-2c 10.00 
As above, 85¢, B-2e 10.00 
As above, 90¢, B-2f 10.00 
As above, 1961, drink 5.00 
As above, 1964, drink 5.00 
" As above, 1967, drink 5.00 
—— As above, wooden nickel 5.00 
Alaska Mint Goldpanner with nugget, 1994- $35, | Golden Whale Bar, | drink, alum., 35mm. 5.00 
Olson’s Gas Service, car wash, blk on brs, 23mm 5.00 
a> As above, with Tesoro logo 5.00 
SUTTON 
Debbie’s Old Coins, 1991. Blk on wood 3.00 
TUSTUMENA LAKE AREA 
Big T, 1967 PC medal, brz. 40mm 8.00 
VALDEZ 
Alaska PC, FOE Aerie 1971, with earthquake 
reverse. Brz., 40mm 8.00 
Civic Center Dedication, 1982 brz. 40mm 5.00 
Acres Saloon, one free drink, black wood 5.00 
Elks #2537 (drink), silver on blue plas.39mm 5.00 
WHITTIER 
Amvets, 50¢ I/M, brass, 30mm 5.00 
Chenega Inn & Seaside Resort, $1 I/T, alum. 
35mm, un-numbered 5.00 
As above, numbered 7.00 
Sportsman’s Inn, $1 I/T, brass, 32mm 5.00 
Sportsman’s Inn, set of two, 1967PC, $1 I/T 
Brs, 33mm, $5 I/T CN, 40mm #’d 20.00 
: Sportsman’s Inn, 1969,One Jolt, Brs, 34mm 5.00 
———— = Se As above, but holed 3.00 
Musk Ox, by US Silver Corporation, 1974 - $35. (WRANGELL) 
Benjamin’s Super Market, 5¢ FST 8.00 


Please include $5 per order for postage and insurance. 
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North of 60° ----- 


MINIATURE BLOOMERS !! 


(Matt o-+ * 0-0 ee 


GREETINGS 
FAIRBANKS, ALA STORE 
DON’? SKA 
GET 


cauGHy  FEMEMBER 
WITH 
YOUR PEARL 


PANTS HARBOR 


‘DOWN 


One must wonder who came up with this idea. Shown above are miniature bloomers (pant- 
ies) from the Horseshoe Cigar Store. These are obviously from World War II. I have seen 
several of these on eBay. This is the first one I recall that has a connection to a token, in this 
case, and encased cent. The purpose, I believe I read in a description on eBay, was for 
soldiers, etc. to send them home to their wives and girl friends. These appear to be silk, 
printed in black with blue trim. 


The Horseshoe Cigar Store encased cents are found in two varieties, previously reported in 
the July 1999 issue, page 36. The one to the left has large letters, while the one on the right 
has smaller letters. The position of “Fairbanks, Alaska” is also different. Unfortunately, we 
do not have an obverse illustration for the small letter variety. The date on the cent on the 
large letter variety is 1946, making it fairly contemporary with the bloomers. 


Also from the Horseshoe Cigar Store is a 
“You Pay” spinner. It is aluminum, 32mm. 


The spinner and the encased cent with large 
letters were reported in “Rubles to Statehood 
by Fernald and McDowell, 1965. 


continued on page 21 


nnn nnn nn nn South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


We get a little risque this month, thanks to Candy 
Waugaman. That is a great “go-with” for the Horse- 
shoe Cigar Store tokens. 


I would like to call your attention to the DVD on 
page 21. You can view it on line, or order it from the 
Rutherford County Historical Society. Well worth 
watching. I like to think that my gold tokens might 
one day be as collectible as the Bechtler gold coins. 


Thanks as always to David Phillips for his(MIONEY 
TO BURN column. This wood has been a thorn in 
our side for a few years. David has ferreted out the 
details. 


The “big” news is the Salchaket $1 token on eBay. It 
was sold as a “buy it now or best offer.” I think eBay 
indicated it sold for a best offer. See page 24 for 
details. 


Nothing else really exciting on eBay this month. A 
Valdez gold nugget token sold for a buy it now of 
$1,200. A Gambier Bay $5 sold for a surprisingly 
low $167.50. Perhaps there is something we don’t 
know about the population of this token. Townsend 
& Roase from Dawson was another good buy! 


There is a “mule” on page 25. I know there was at 
least one other mule in 1967, but can’t remember. 
Someone please refresh my memory. 

et eee ee ee ee Se ee ee 
Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page-$50 “Y%page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 


20 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Anch. Dairy, | Qt., B-7b 6.08 
Anchorage, Anch. Dairy, 1 Qt., B-7b 8.58 
Anchorage, Fourth Ave. Liq., 25¢, B-19a OB30.00NB 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, set of 3, B-1 a-c 191.38 


Chisana, Bank Coffee House, 50¢, B-2b OB125.00NB 


Cleary, Fritz, no denomination, B-1la 45.000B 
Cordova, Horseshoe Liq., 6'4¢, B-20a OB55.00NB 
Cordova, Johnston, 12'’2¢, B-21b OB195.00NB 
Cordova, O’Brien & Simpson, 12'2¢ B-29b 300.000B 


Cordova, Rosswog, 6'%4¢, B-34b OB175.00NB 
Eielson AFB, Airman’s Annex, $1, B-1bII 41.54 
Eielson AFB, Rocker Club, 50¢, B-5a 7.77 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢, B-6a BIN29.99DNS 
Fairbanks, Idle Hour, 10¢, B-27b 260.000B 
Fairbanks, Zapel’s, 10¢, B-58a 12.50 


Fairbanks, University Bus Lines, 15¢, B-T7a 13.49 
Galena, Nollner, 25¢, B-la OB150.00NB 
Gambier Bay, Hoonah Pkg., $5, B-le 167.60 
Haines, W.R. Smith, 12%2¢, B-12a OB195.00NB 
Juneau, Burford’s, $1, B-12d, holded OB175.00NB 
Juneau, Cain Buffet, 64¢, B-13a OB550.00NB 
Juneau, Mecca, 2’2¢, B-50a 230.00 
Northern Comm. Co., Lr Yukon 25¢ B-4a_ 450.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 54.88 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 37.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 24.990B 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 40.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 31.25 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 24.990B 
Palmer, Ron-da-voo Club, 12'¢, B-9a 305.00 
Petersburg, Cruz, 5¢, B-1la OB295.00NB 


Salchaket, Salchaket Trd. Pt, $1, B-lc BIN2,750.00B/O 
Selavik, Rotman, 50¢, B-2b 31.31 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8bIV 29.990B 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $5, B-16f OB24.99NB 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $10, B-16g 32.95 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $10, B-16g OB24.99NB 
Skagway, Mascot, 12’2¢, B-17a 32.00 
Tenakee, Columbia Salmon Co., 5¢, B-2a OB695.00NB 


Tonsina, Nafsted, 12'¢, B-la 12.38 
Tonsina, Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 23.95 
Valdez, CBB, $1 with nugget, B-4cI 1,200.00BIN 
Yukokaket, Lewis, 12'2¢, B-la OB295.00NB 
Dawson, B&M, 12'2¢, B-4a 96.00 
Dawson, Townsend & Rose, 25¢, B-22a 271.66 
Whitehorse, YT, TDP, 25¢, B-7a 15.00BIN 
Whitehorse, YT, TDP, $10, B-7e 89.99 
Tierra del Fuego, Sociedad Exp., 20¢, Blk 68.78 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; B/O = Best Offer; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR 
= see For the Record 


CANDY’S BLOOMERS, conr. 


SHOOT THE PANTS 
OFF THE 


JSAPANAZI 
f Enootiman from 


THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS 
1945 


actual size 


Another souvenir mini-bloomer is from the Aleutians and dated 1945. They have red printing, pink trim at 
the top, and red trim on the legs. 


There are other souvenir items of this vintage and war-time enthusiasms, including hankies and pillow 
shams. 


Onr thanks ta Candy Wangaman for allowing us to see her bloomers! 


BECHTLER GOLD 


America’s first gold rush was in North Carolina, and the Bechtler’s used the 
gold to make gold coins. They made $1 (the first $1 gold in the country), $2.50 
and $5 gold coins. Over $2,241,840 in gold coins were minted. When the U.S. 
Government opened mints in Charlotte, NC and Dahlonega, GA, their busi- 
ness declined. Still, in the Civil War, some southern contracts called for pay- 
ment with Bechtler gold coins. 


A very nice DVD is available for $20 postpaid from RCHS, Attn: Robin 
Lattimore, P.O. Box 1044, Rutherfordton, NC 28139 
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ANCHORAGE: David Green, Master Furier (mis- JUNEAU: Lucky Lady Bar, one free drink. Black 
spelled). Green on tan plastic, 39mm (submitted by , 


Kaye Dethridge). 


on green plastic, 39mm. 


GE eAly 
ANCHOR GOOD FOR _ % 
AR : ha 
uot ONE 
COR ) 
ALASKA DRINK i J 
———— —_— 


. JUNEAU: Moose Lodge 700, Rain Check. Black on 
CORDOVA: Anchor Bar, City Dock, good for one blue, 38mm (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 
drink. White on black plastic, 39mm (submitted by 


Kaye Dethridge). 


FAIRBANKS: Drop In Lounge, good for one drink. KENAI/SOLDOTNA: Kenai Joes, Alaska Road- 


Gold on blue plastic, 39mm. house Bar Grill. Gold on black plastic, 41mm. 


Fairbanks, Aj 


MAVERICK: Good for Complete Lunch. Kaye 
Dethridge thinks it might be Fairbanks. We cannot 
provide any local confirmation. White on black plas- 
tic, 25mm. 


FAIRBANKS: 49er Club, three pete *k Ok Ok ok ok ok ek ok Ok ok ok ok ok ook ok Ok Ok 
different: Draft beer, green on S 2, Pacific Coast & Norway Packing Co. built a can- 
yellow; Bottle beer, gold on ~ nery at Tonka in 1901 (B-1). It moved to Petersburg 


black; Well drink, red on white. =— "in 1906 (B-8). 1949 Annual Report, Alaska Fisher- 
All plastic, 39mm. f ies Board & Department of Fisheries. 
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by David Phillips 


LESH FOR STATE HOUSE 


: ANCHORAGE: Joe’s Auto Parts, Inc. New & Used. 
L E S H Black on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 
For The - 


State House 


SAVE YOUR 
TAX $$$ 


A wood that has been “anonymous & homeless” in 
the Alaska wooden tokens scene for some time, be- 
cause of the lack of definitive identification on the 
wood, has finally been identified and has found a ANCHORAGE: The Mall at Sears, Happy Holi- 
home!!! days., Red on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


Because of its political overtones, a search was 
launched through four layers of political and gov- 
ernmental folks, each of whom contributed tidbits of 
information, as follows: 


- Lesh is/was: Keith M. Lesh 

- He ran for office in District #8 

- The year was 1968 eet it Bie 

- District #8 was basically the Anchorage area. CORDOVA: SerendipiTea Celebrates Cordova’s 
59th Iceworm, February 4-7, 2010. Blue on wood. 


pera a ey 


Then, through the further research of fellow Alaska 
woods collector, Ken Rieck, Mr. Lesh’s home ad- 
dress in 1968 was firmly established as Anchorage. 


Thus, the Lesh for State House wood is attributed to 
Anchorage, circa 1968. 


P.S. - He was not successful in his bid for office. 


My thanks to Ken Rieck and many political and gov- 
ernmental folks who helped find a home for this “or- MAVERICK: Malamute Inn, Fun People, Great 
phan wood.” Drinks Dinners - Banquets Weddings - Meetings 
«ee eR Re ee ee * ~*~ Buffets - Happy Hour - Daily Dinner Specials. Black 
Yakutat & Southern Railway (B-3) cannery built on wood. The only other use of this spelling is for 
in 1904, with a nine mile railway to the fishing site; the Malamute Saloon which was in the High Coun- 
sold 1917. 1949 Annual Report, Alaska Fisheries try Inn in Whitehorse (see August 1995, page 40). 
Board & Department of Fisheries. (submitted by Ken Rieck). 
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IMPORTANT SALES 


Two items that appeared for sale this month are wor- 
thy of special note. 


STALE 


The first was in a Heritage auction. It was the Heral- 
dic Art Alaska Statehood medal in gold. Only 24 
were struck, and these appear at auction only rarely. 
It was graded MS-69 by NGC (silver example shown). 
The hammer price was $6,000 making a total of 
$7,050 with buyer’s premium. 


The other item was the Salchaket Trading Post, $1 in 
trade token (B-1c). This pictorial token is among the 
rarest and most desirable of all Alaska tokens. This 
appeared on eBay with a “Buy it Now” of $2,750 or 
“Best Offer.” eBay indicates that a best offer was 
accepted. Logically, that best offer was probably less 
than the $2,750 buy it now. Our “Prices Realized 
1999 to 2013” show two other examples on eBay 
selling for $3,208 and $1,853. It was a rare opportu- 
nity for the advanced (and well heeled!) Alaska to- 
ken collector. 


NOTHING LIKE IT 


Billy Koons of the California (Fairbanks B-11) 
reached town yesterday evening from Billy Munson’s 
place at Salchaket, very enthusiastic over the vaca- 
tion that for the past two weeks he has been spending 
with the popular roadhouse man. “Munson has got 
the swellest place on the road,” said Billy. “Talk about 
your Hot Springs, they’re not in it with the Salchaket 
resort for a place to recuperate.” Fairbanks Evening 
News, March 1, 1907. 


MINI-PRICELIST 


Working backwards from Skagway. Many are only 
one in stock. 


PARK’S HIGHWAY 

Skinny Dick’s Halfway Inn, | drink, red alum. 
38mm. 10.00 

PETERSBURG 

US. Bicent, 1976, fish rev.,39mm brs, holed 5.00 

PETERS CREEK 

American Legion, one drink, blk on grn plas. 6.00 
As above, blk on yellow, 41mm 6.00 
As above, blk on red 6.00 
As above, blk on blue 6.00 

SALCHA 

Boon Dox Bar, tap beer, silver on purple plas. 6.00 
As above, beer, black on red, 35mm 6.00 

Knotty Shop, (ice cream), black on wood 5.00 

SELDOVIA 

Knight Spot Bar, black on wood 1.00 

SEWARD 

Elks Convention, 1967, $1 in trade,32mm brs 5.00 

All-American City/Cornerstone, alum.39mm 3.00 
As above, brs., 39mm 4.00 


Cornerstone of an Empire, 1967, flag, al., 38mm 3.00 


As above, brass, 38mm 5.00 
Home of Alaska’s flag, 1967, brass, 38mm 5.00 
Gil’s Lounge, RC one drink, alum., 25mm 5.00 


Mt. Marathon Race, 1967. Bronze, 39mm. High 


relief, by Medallic Art Co. 8.00 
Silver Salmon Derby, 1968, brz., 35mm 5.00 
As above, 1969 5.00 
Solly’s, Seward & Kodiak, 1 snort 5.00 
SITKA 
Chamber of Commerce Trd. Dollar, 1963 5.00 
Elks Convention, 1977, brz., 40mm 6.00 
Moose State Convention, ox. cn, 40mm 8.00 
Moose, Legion of Moose, alum. 40mm 6.00 
Moose Lodge #1350, | free beer, lge wood 8.00 
Pioneers of Alaska, 1979 convention, wood 3.00 
As above, 1982 convention, wood 3.00 
St. Michael’s Cathedral, 1969, brz., 39mm 6.00 
SKAGWAY 
Brass Pic, pictorial, 32mm alum. 5.00 
As above, golden aluminum. 5.00 
Corrington’s Alaska Ivory, 31mm alum. 5.00 
Door Knob, small letterswooden nickel 3.00 
As above, Ige. letters 3.00 
Elks Drink Token, brass, 32mm, 1898-1998 5.00 
Elks (Drink Token) red leather, elk embossed _—_ 8.00 
Skagway trade dollar, 1974, brz., 39mm 5.00 
Skagway trade dollar, undated, brs., 34mm 5.00 
As above, but a reddish tinge 5.00 
Gateway to the Klondike, brass, 34mm 5.00 


REMEMBER - $5 FOR POSTAGE & INSURANCE 
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DALS 


A 


AN INTERESTING MONTH FOR ME 


VITUS BERING: This medal was recently offered — — 
on eBay. It is of Danish origin, as was Bering. Un- FRIDTJOF NANSEN: Nansen is honored in the 
fortunately, we have no idea of the significance of Catholic Digest series of medals “Heroes of God.” 


the reverse. Sterling silver, 23 grams, 35mm. He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1922. The die 
work looks very similar to that found on the Longines 
ANTARCTIC: Cape Horn and the Drake Symphonette series. 


Passage (Cabo de Hornos, Pasaje de 
Drake) are noted on this rather crude 
medal. A ship in front of an iceberg or 
Cape Horn (Cape Horn is an island - 
Hornos Island) is on the obverse. A map 
of the tip of South America reaching for 
the Antarctic Peninsula is on the reverse, 
with Ushuaia, Tierra del Fuego getting 
special notice. The South Pole is noted 
(Polo Sur) and “Tierra de Hielos” (land of 
ice). The medal is 46mm, and appears to 
be a pot metal. 


INTERESTING MULE! 


Tom Dalrymple spotted this one. Probably made 
by Wendell’s of Minneapolis. They produced 
so many medals for Alaska in 1967, it is not sur- 
prising to find another mule. 


This is a muling of the reverse die for the Pio- 
neer Memorial Park, A67 medal from Fairbanks, 
and the Nick Gray Memorial medal issued by 
the Cook Inlet Native Association 


\ o NORTH TO THE 
’ <F a 


The color appears to be a bit off. It is neither 
bright brass or oxidized bronze. 
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CHALLENGE COINS 


(FORT WAINWRIGHT?): 4th Battalion, 123rd 

Aviation Regiment. Sugarbears, Old Dukes, Dustoff, KEFLAVIK, ICELAND: NATO Satcom. Satellite 
Wolverines, Renegades. Multi-color enamel on brass, Ground Terminal. Green, white and black enamel on 
with a clear coat. bronze. 


THULE, GREENLAND: Thule Air Base, Top of KEFLAVIK, ICELAND: MCSF (Marine Corps 
the World. Red, white, blue and yellow enamel on Security Forces) Company Keflavik, U.S. Marines, 
antiqued silver. Iceland, May 7, 1941. White enamel on bronze. 


NAS KEFLAVIK, ICELAND: 932d Air Control U.S. NAS KEFLAVIK, ICELAND: Legal Depart- 
Squadron, Arctic Watch, 50 anniversary. Brass. ment, Staff Judge Advocate, Command Master at 


@ NAS, ), 


Arms. Red, white, light blue, dark blue, yellow and 
green enamel on gold. 


KEFLAVIK NAS, ICELAND: 85 MSS/SC, Com- 
munications Flight, Guardians of the North. Red, v9 iA 
white, blue and yellow enamel on silver. ALASKA: Alaska Bureau of Wildlife Enforcement, 


CHALLENGE COINS ARE NOT SHOWN eran Troopers. Multi-colored enamel on gold 


ACTUAL SIZE. 
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IDITAROD MEDALS 
(gas 


The Yukon Quest is over, and the Iditarod is about to 
start. The ceremonial start is in Anchorage. They 
were thinking about moving the restart to Fairbanks 
because of snow conditions, but will do the restart in 
Willow as usual. 


We are offering back issues of the Iditarod one ounce 
silver medals for only $45 each. The current issue 
price on the last few years make these a bargain! 


The 1990 to 1995 were made by Marwest Sales. We 
offer 1991, 1992, 1993 and 1995. 


We don’t know who made 1996, but ihe 1997 and 
later years was made by the Alaska Mint. 1997 marks 
the 25th anniversary of the Iditarod. 
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The reverse of all medals is similar, but there are dif- 
ferences between the Marwest medals and the Alaska 
Mint medals. Also, you can see die deterioration on 
the Alaska Mint reverse around 2001-2002, and a 
switch is made to a new die. The reverse of the 2007 
medal is shown. 


Please note that many are one only in stock. Order 
early to avoid disappointment. This lot would be a 
great start to a complete Iditarod collection. Later 
years are available, sadly at a higher price. 


Please include $5 for postage and insurance. Orders 
over $100 will be sent postpaid. 
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North of 60° ----- 


WHALING FACTORY SHIP 


The Tonan Maru 2 was launched at Osaka Iron Works on May 11, 1937. By August of 1944, 
she would be resting on the bottom of the Pacific Ocean. Originally built as a factory ship for 
the Japanese whaling industry, she was pressed into service with the Imperial Japanese Navy, 
and at 19,000+ tons, was one of the largest Japanese merchant ships sunk in World War II. 


As a whaling factory ship, there was a slipway at the stern of the ship to bring the whales on 
board. They would then be processed, and the oil stored in her tanks. 


She left for her first whaling season on September 26, 1937. Only days later, her owners 
were advised that she would be requisitioned for use with the Imperial Japanese Navy. This 
requisition was not effective immediately. 


Robert Headland, in his massive book “4 Chronology of Antarctic Exploration” places the 
Tonan Maru 2 in the Antarctic during the summer whaling seasons of 1937-38, 1938-39, and 
1939-40. There is additional evidence that she was also in the Antarctic during the 1940-41 
season. 


Read Admiral Robert Eyssen of the German commerce raider Komet was in the Antarctic 


continued on page 30 


nnn nnn nn nn nn nn nn nn ne ea South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


We have a webpage!! www.alaskararecoins.com 


It is nothing special. Just a place to be found on the 
internet as many people are going there to find busi- 
nesses. We long for the good old days where people 
used the yellow pages. 


Those who receive the electronic version of this news- 
letter will now be directed there to receive the latest 
issue. We will also be posting our twice yearly auc- 
tions there. 


Speaking of which, the Alaskan lots in our April 5 
auction can be found on pages 35 and 36. If you 
would like to see the whole auction, please go to the 
webpage and download it. 


***The Dexter Saloon of Wyatt Earp makes another 
appearance on eBay. This is of very questionable 
authenticity. They all seem to come out of Arizona, 
if my memory is correct. 


Otherwise a quiet time on eBay with lots of items 
selling at opening bid, or going unsold. 


A big month on the minting front. My drop hammer 
is done, and I will be putting it to use this summer, I 
hope, making % oz. and 1 oz. gold tokens. There is a 
new 1 DWT token offered on page 32. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page-$50 “Y%page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


AK Central RW, ID chit, B-1a holed OB95.00NB 
Anchorage, Cheechako, 5¢, b-11alI 25.000B 
Anchorage, Collins Cigar, 12'2¢, B-13a OB425.00NB 
Bering River, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 5¢, B-la 70.000B 
Chatanika, Dempsey Hotel, 50¢, B-3b 295.000B 
Cleary, Totem, 12'’2¢, B-4a OB40.00NB 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a 40.000B 
(Douglas), Douglas Cigar Store, 5¢, B-9a 95.000B 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢, B-6a BIN29.99DNS 
Fairbanks, F&G, no denom., B-15a 110.000B 
Fairbanks, Fairveiw Hotel, 25¢, B-19b OB35.00NB 
(Fairbanks), Essie Dale encased cent 90.00 
(Flat), William Kruhm, set of 3, B-2 96.00 
Gambier Bay, Hoonah Pkg., 25¢, B-1b 24.990B 
Juneau, McCloskey’s, 12'4¢, B-45a holed 380.00 
Juneau, Masonic, B-47a OB120.00NB 
Juneau, Mecca, 12'2¢, B-50c 375.000B 
Juneau, Occidental Hotel, 12'2¢, B-56a OB95.00NB 
Kasigluk, Co-Op Store, FST set 102.50 
Ketchikan, Abercrombie’s, 4¢, B-1b 81.00 
Ketchikan, Nelson Hotel, 25¢, B-34a 63.75 
Kivalina, Rein. & Trd. Co., $1, B-ld 318.00 
Kodiak, NOB, B-10B 16.50 
Kodiak, Carp. Local 2162, B-15a 95.000B 
(Nome), B&M Cigars, 25¢, B-5b 275.000B 
(Nome), Dexter Saloon, “50” chip 619.89*** 
Northern Commercial Co., 50¢, B-1b 395.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 24.990B 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 40.000B 


Palmer, ARRC, set of 8, B-1, slabbed BIN1,800.00DNS 


Palmer, Moose Club, 50¢, B-2b 12.50 
Palmer, Palmer Bar, 50¢, B-4b 16.06 
Palmer, PCC (prison), 25¢ OBS50.00NB 
Shemya, NCO OM, 5¢, B-2b 15.000B 
Shemya, NCO OM, $1, B-2kII 20.50 
(Skagway), A. B., 124¢, B-11.a 295.000B 


(Skagway), Kentucky Lig. House, 6'4¢, B-15a 95.000B 


Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $5, B-16f 9.990B 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $10, B-16g 9.990B 
Tenakee, Brunswick B. Rm., 12'2¢, B-la 275.000B 
Valdez, C.M. Day, 12'2¢, B-5b OB275.00NB 
Valdez, Seattle Hotel, 12'2¢, B-20a OB295.00NB 
Wildwood, (Prison), 5¢ 40.000B 
Wildwood, (Prison), 10¢ 40.000B 
(Yes Bay), A.P.F., $1, B-1d 295.000B 


Hudson’s Bay Co., East. Arctic, set of 6, G-285 473.00 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 28.99 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record 


*** See Editor’s Comments 


TONAN MARU 2, conr. 


looking for the English and Norwegian whaling fleets. He made contact with the captain of the Tonan Maru 
2 and learned that his prey was operating further to the west. 


After spending four seasons in the Antarctic, the order finally came down for the Tonan Maru 2 to report for 
service with the Imperial Japanese Navy, 
and conversion was started to an auxiliary 
transport with oil supply capacity was 
started on November 8, 1941. 


Japan attacked Pearl Harbor on Decem- 
ber 7. By December 23, the Tonan Maru 
2 participated in the Japanese landing at 
Kuching, Borneo. She is attacked and 
damaged by Dutch Dornier flying boats 
(another source says Dutch submarine). 


The damage must not have been too se- 
vere as she is at Truk (Chuuk) by Febru- 
ary 10th, 1942. The following months sees 
the Tonan Maru 2 operating in between 
Micronesia and New Guinea. 


She arrived at Kavieng, New Ireland Island in the Bismark Archipelago, New Guinea in October. On 
October 10, she is torpedoed in shallow water by the U.S.S. Amberjack. She is refloated and emergency 
repairs are made. She is towed to Yokohama, arriving on Dec. 30. She is dry-docked and repairs are made. 
The Tonan Maru does not return to sea until September, 1943. 


The Tonan Maru arrives at Takao, Taiwan on December 23. She departs on January 31, 1944 and sails to 
Camranh Bay, French Indochina (Vietnam). Departing Camrahn Bay on February 9, she is torpedoed again, 
this time by U.S.S. Bonefish. She is escorted to Seletar Naval Base in Singapore for repairs, arriving on 
February 15. 


The repairs are completed and the Tonan Maru 2 leaves Singapore for Miri, Borneo, arriving on May 12. 
August 20 finds the her leaving Keelung, on the northern coast of Taiwan. On August 22, her luck ran out 
and she is torpedoed by the U.S.S. Pintado, this time burning for three hours and sinking in the East China 
Sea. 


The medal is bronze, 67mm in diameter, 6.7 mm thick. The Japanese 
characters on the reverse read: Tonan Maru 2 boat launch ceremony / 
Showa 12 May / Nihon Suisan Kabushiki-Kaisha (Japan Marine Product 
Company) / manufactured by Sakura jima Factory, Osaka Steel Corpora- 
tion. The medal edge marked in Japanese but I have no translation. 


Sources: 

A Chronology of Antarctic Exploration, Robert K. Headland, Quaritch, 2009. 
www.combinedfleet.com/Tonan2_t.htm 
www.pacificwrecks.com/maru/tonan_no.2html 

www. imperialjapanmedalsandbadges.com/shiplaunching. html 
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TILLIKUM CLUB 


We thought this was going to be from Tenakee, but 
the spelling is different from the Tenakee Tillicum 
tokens. Joe Usibelli did some research, and he dis- 
covered it was from Valdez. The token is black on 


orange, 38mm, with a blank reverse. 
I 


1 
5 
: 
¥ 


i Rises i 


The Tillikum Club was incorporated on May 9, 1905. 
It survived the fire of 1915. The same cannot be said 
for W.H. Blackwell’s saloon (B-2a), J.C. Dierenger’s 
barns (B-3, 11 and 12), and the Charles Day Build- 
ing (B-5) and the Seattle Hotel (B-20). 


Photos courtesy of Alaska Digital Archives, Univer- 
sity of Alaska, Fairbanks. 
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CODE TALKERS 


Everyone has heard of the Navajo Code Talkers, but 
most do not know that many other Native American 
tribes performed the same service during World War 
Il. 


The United States Mint has honored 26 nations and 
tribes, including the Killer Whale Clan of the Tlinget 
tribe. The Tlinget Warrior medal features a code talker 
on the obverse, and a ceremonial killer whale head- 
dress on the reverse. 


Struck in bronze, these are sold by the U.S. Mint in 
two sizes: 3 inches @ $39.95 and 1.5 inches @ $6.95, 
plus postage. Contact the mint at 1-800-872-6468 or 
www.usmint. gov. 


(AONE TO 


® 
be: 
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ANCHORAGE: Jerry Harrington, John Hancock 
(insurance). Black on wood. 


KETCHIKAN: The Narrows, One Narrows Nug- 
get, good for one drink. Blue on wood. 


ALASKA: Alaska Statehood, The Last Frontier. 
Black printing on front, green on back, on wood (sub- 
mitted by Ken Rieck). 
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BAKER CREEK GOLD 


Baker Creek crosses the Elliott Highway at mile 137. 
It is in the Hot Springs Mining District. In “The 
Fairbanks and Rampart Quadangles, Yukon-Tanana 
Region, Alaska,” USGS Bulletin No. 337, 1908, Hess 
states “Along Baker Creek itself there have been no 
placers discovered so far, all present known being on 
the tributaries flowing from the divide separating the 
Minook and Troublesome drainages from that of 
Baker Creek.” 


A Fairbanks couple have been prospecting (you re- 
ally can’t call it mining) on Baker Creek. They have 
recovered enough gold to send in to GRC. I have 
purchased just over an ounce. Assays from GRC in- 
dicate 81.36% gold and 17% to 18% silver. Specific 
gravity on the first pour was 16.81, putting it at about 
82.26% gold and 17.73% silver. So, I guess that is 
pretty close! 


From this gold, I made 20 tokens. These are avail- 
able for $85 postpaid. Silver die trials are available 
for $10 plus $3 shipping, or postpaid when ordered 
with a gold token. 


£ 


DROP HAMMER 


On March 8, Mike Ivester, with little help from yours 
truly, welded up a drop hammer for me. It is 7.5 feet 
tall, with a 50# (that’s pound, not hashtag) weight. 
We tested it on March 18, and above is the result. 
These are not available for sale at this time. More 
information later! 


DIAMOND TOOTH GERTIE’S 


We have just had a friend return from a snowmachine 
trip “Over the Top” of the World Highway from Tok, 
Alaska to Dawson, Yukon. He was kind enough to 
pick up the current chips from DTG’s. We have the 
following available. 


KENAIT: Eagles 3525, four different drink tokens, 
all gold on plastic, 29mm: Well Drink, red; Call 
Drink, blue; Premium Drink, green; and Bottle Beer, 
white. 


KETCHIKAN: Pioneer Bar, I Think I’1l Have An- 
other.. Beer. Black on red plastic, 29mm 


$2.50 Chip, Pink with multi-colored center, DTG on 
one side and Yukon Quest on the other. $6.00 


VALDEZ: Aerie #1971 (Eagles). $3 white on blue 
and $4 black on white. Both 29mm plastic. 


$5 Chip, red with two black edge inserts, orange and 
yellow center with black printing, DTG on reverse 
with orange background. $10.00 


$11 Red Dog Chip, 
yellow with four red 
inserts, Red Dog in the 
center on orange and 
yellow background, bi- 
facial. $16.00 


JUNEAU??: Juneau $.8.Co. (Steam Ship Co.22) Postage ts $5 per or- 
Can anyone identify the issuer of this tag? (submit- der! 
ted by J.W. Terrill). 
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ALASKA: America’s Arctic Warriors, Presented for 
Excellence by the USARAK Command Sergeant 
Major. Red, white, blue, yellow and green on antiqued 
silver. 


ELMENDORE AFB: 3rd Medical Support Squad- 
ron, Presented by the Commander. Multi-colored 


applique on gold. 


SS L 


FAIRBANKS: CTC (Community & Technical Col- 
lege) Law Enforcement Academy, Session 25, Au- 
gust 12 - November 7, 2013. APOA Farthest North 
Chapter. Blue, black, yellow, green, white and red 
on gold, 38mm. 


FT. RICHARDSON/FT. WAINWRIGHT: 3rd Ma- 
neuver Enhancement Brigade, Arctic Warrior, Pre- 
sented for Excellence, Trail Blazers. Red, white, yel- 
low, black and blue on gold (illustrated next column). 
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ARCTIC: Order of the Blue Nose, Realm of the Arc- 
tic. Beyond the Arctic Circle, Defending Our Free- 
dom, Navy and Marine coat of arms. Red, white, blue, 
black, green, brown and yellow on silver. 


NAS KEFLAVIK, ICELAND: Navy Birthday Ball, 
2002, 227 years of service. A Legacy of Heroes, 1775- 
2002. Oxidized silver finish. 


KEFLAVIK NAS, ICELAND: 85th Group Air 
Force Ball, Heroes Among Us. 21 September 2002. 
Blue, white, yellow, red and purple on gold. 


Most challenge coins are not shown actual size. Sil- 
ver and gold refer to color, not metal content. 


AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS, APRIL 5, 2014 


Bids accepted until Noon, April 5 - Auction begins at 7:00PM 
By mail - Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone - 907-452-6461 By email - akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


The complete auction can be viewed at www.alaskararecoins.com 
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Chatanitka Tokens: N.G. Cox, Dempsey Hotel, 25¢ and $1 in trade, B-3, a and c. These are dug 

tokens but fully legible. Two tokens. 60.00 
Fairbanks Token: Fairview Hotel Pool Room, 25¢ in trade, B-19b. Another dug token, 90% legible. 

Not as bad as it sounds. 30.00 
Fairbanks Token: Pioneer Hotel, 25¢ in trade, B-45c. Nice, lustrous AU 25.00 


Fairbanks Tokens: Pastime Bar, set of 4 tokens. Three just say Pastime Bar (75¢, 90¢ and $1) while 

the fourth ($1) has Fairbanks on it. All are “Rain Check Good for (value) Drink.” Probably 

used in the 60s to the 80s. 4 pieces. 
Nome Tokens: Polet Stores, 5¢ and 25¢ in trade, B-41 b and f, AU and EF respectively. Both are made 

of pressed fiber, probably indicating issuance during World War II. Two pieces. 30.00 
Anchorage Carnival Money. Issued for the “Pioneer Open House, December 4, 1943, The Days of ‘98.” 

The denomination is “10,” and is “Good for Face Value in Entertainment at Any of the Games.” 

Quite scarce. This is the only one we have seen. 100.00+ 
Fairbanks Coin Club Medal Set, 1965. First Annual Coin Convention, Farthest North Coin Club. I 

never noticed this before, but it does not say “Fairbanks Coin Club!” A neat circumpolar map on 

the obverse, a gold panner with “Fairbanks The Golden Heart of Alaska” on the reverse. Sterling 

silver (about .8 oz. ASW) and bronze. The sterling silver medal is still in its original plastic 

sleeve. These are quite scarce. Two medals 50.00+ 
Alaska Purchase Centennial Medal Set, 1967 These medals were Congressionally authorized and 

minted at the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia (P mintmark). The obverse has the prospector standing 

on the top ofa pile of rocks, the reverse the usual Purchase Centennial totem. The silver is edge 

numbered 1012. The bronze is not numbered. Two medals. 30.00 
Pioneer Memorial Park - A67 Medal Set, 1967. Pioneer Memorial Park (aka Alaskaland, aka 

Pioneer Park) was built in 1967 for the Alaska Purchase Centennial. The obverse has a large A67, 

while the reverse shows the attractions of the Park - Native village, moose (there was a small zoo), 

the riverboat Nenana, train and Civic Center. Still in the original packaging. Sterling silver 

(.79 ASW) and bronze. Two medals. 30.00 
Fairbanks Flood Medal Set, 1967. And just as Pioneer Memorial Park was getting into full swing, 

the flood came in August. Hickel and Gruening are on the obverse, a flood scene on the reverse. 

Set of sterling silver (.623 ASW), bronze, brass and aluminum. A scarce set, four medals. 75.00 
Trans Alaska Pipeline Medal Set, 1973. Prudhoe Bay with an oil derrick on one side, while Valdez 

harbor with tanker is on the other. This set consists of brass, bronze and copper-nickel medals, 

all serial numbered 556. Three medals. 24.00 
State of Alaska Proof Silver Medal, 1993. 6,114 Proofs were minted of which this is number 5557. 

One of the better design with the wolf on the obverse and mountains behind. These currently 

list at $200 on the Alaska Mint website. 100.00 
Iditarod Silver Medal, 1993. Two dogs fill the center of the medal, with a cabin in the background, 

by Alaskan artist John Van Zyle. These were made by Marwest Sales for the Iditarod, before 

the Alaska Mint took over. In its original display box. Quite scarce. 50.00 
Iditarod Proof Silver Medal, 1998. 3,000 were minted, this being #1899. A neat design with the 

dogs coming straight at the viewer. These currently list for $125. 70.00-120.00 
Joe Vogler Medal. A | oz. silver medal honoring the founder of the Alaskan Independence Party. 

Planned before his murder, and released just after. Always popular. In its original box. 50.00 
Iron Dog Snow Machine Race Medals, 1999 and 2000. The Iron Dog race starts in Anchorage, 

goes to Nome and finishes in Fairbanks. Todd Palin, former First Dude of Alaska, has won 

the race four times, one of which was the 2000 race. Both medals are | oz. pure silver and in 

their original cases. Two medals. 70.00 
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266 1/20 oz. Gold Alaska State Medal, 2002. This is the year the Alaskan King Crab was pictured on the 

obverse. Only 122 were minted and then sold for $55. Currently, the Alaska Mint is retailing the 

currently 1/20 ounce State gold medals for $125. 100.00+ 
267 Alaska Railroad Silver Proof Medal, 2005. We are not sure of the mintage, but this is number 33! 

A popular series started in 1990 and continues to today. Currently list on the Alaska Mint 

website for $120.00 70.00-120.00 
268 Official 50th Anniversary of Statehood Medal, 2009. This large bronze medal is the same as 

the original official statehood medal issued in 1959, except the date has been changed to read 

“January 3, 1959-2009.” The original was made by Medallic Art Co., and this was made by 

the successor to Medallic Art Co., using the original name, owned by Northwest Territorial 

Mint. Bronze, 63mm in the original box. 25.00+ 
269 Alaska Gold Souvenir. “The only known cure for Gold Fever. Will also cure income tax blues. 

Has been known to cure insolvency. - Take 1 capsule daily as needed - Warning! May produce 

stampede itch - external use only. Each capsule contains approx. 4 grains locally mined Alaska 

Gold.” The gold is contained in a medicine capsule. This is packaged in cardboard that folds 

ups for mailing. Inside, there are two photos of mining at Livengood in 1967. A really neat 


souvenir. 20.00+ 
270 Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, 10 year volume, 1999-2008. Only 14 copies 
were printed. Almost 700 pages of information on Alaskan tokens and medals. Issued at... 195.00 


271 Book: Alaska & Yukon Stocks and Bonds, by Dick Hanscom. A listing of Alaska and Yukon 

stocks and bonds known to be in collectors’ hands as of 2002. With 344 pages, there are 

over 700 stocks listed with over 500 photos. Mines, railroads, banks, trading companies 

and all other sorts of businesses are included. Issued at $35. 10.00+ 
272 Alaska Bank Canvas Coin Bags. Canvas bags are getting scarcer and scarcer. Offered here are the 

following: (8) Large Bags, about 17 inches by 10 inches: First National Bank (Anchorage); 

First National Bank of Fairbanks; (2) Denali State Bank; (2) National Bank of Alaska; Alaska 

Mutual Bank; and Northrim Bank. (8) Draw String Bags, about 10 inches by 6 inches: First 

National Bank of Fairbanks, white on brown; First National Bank of Fairbanks, black on 

orange, FDIC in block; (3) First National Bank of Fairbanks, black on orange, FDIC in 

circle; First National Bank of Fairbanks, black on blue (might be faded green); Alaska 

National Bank of Fairbanks, black on brown. And thrown in for good measure, a draw string 

bag from Seattle-First National Bank. It is interesting to note that several of the draw string 

bags display the FDIC insurance limit of $10,000. Does that date them to the 60s? 70s? 

A total of 17 bags. 100.00+ 
284 10 Kt Charms. For those of you who frequent our store, you know we love these old charms and 

have an extensive display. Until gold was legal again and the price was no longer fixed, charm 

bracelets were very popular in Alaska. Included here are three charms we rarely see: a buffalo, 

squirrel, and rabbit, all cast is 10 Kt. gold. Total weight is .334 troy ounces, with an actual gold 

content of .1392 troy ounces. New, these would retail for about $450. Three pieces. 300.00+ 
285 Complex 14 Kt Globe Charm. This is one of the most unusual large charms made by J.L. Houston. 

The three dimensional globe turns on its axis which is attached to an outer nuggeted ring. 114 

inches in length and width. Total weight is .499 troy ounces with actual gold melt about .2911 

troy ounces. Today, this would be about a $1,200 charm new! 500.00+ 
286 Grass Basket. Tightly woven and firm, measuring 7/2 inches wide and 5 inches tall. Unfortunately 

we cannot determine the provenance of the basket. It came from the Stu Rothman collection, a 

well known Alaskan photographer who passed away some year ago. The only problem of note 

is the pull loop on the lid is showing wear and separating. Retail would be about $200. 125.00 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


& POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 5, MAY, 2014. 


PRISONERS OF WAR 
IN ALASKA 


The only Prisoner of War camp in Alaska was 
located at Excursion Inlet, in southeast Alaska 
near Gustavus. German prisoners of war were 
brought there in 1945 to dismantle the Alaska 
Barge Terminal, built at an expense of $18 
million. Its purpose was to provide tranship- 
ping facilities for war supplies sent to Alaska. The supplies would come up the protected 
Inside Passage. They would them be loaded on other vessels for transit to the Aleutians. 


The facility was completed by November 1943, but by that time the Japanese had been 
driven from the Aleutians and the Alaska Barge Terminal was obsolete. The base was 
declared surplus less than a year after construction. It took two years to decide what to do 
with it. 


In July of 1945, 700 German prisoners of war were shipped to Excursion Inlet to dismantle 
the facility, and salvage any materials that were of use. The task took until November. 


Many POW camps issued scrip and chits during the war, so it is not surprising that chits 
were used at Excursion Inlet. The piece above appeared in 2013, and is the first (and I think 
only) example of Excursion Inlet chits. 


————— 


“Kantine” at Excursion Inlet (The Alaska Journal, Autumn, 1984) 


Sources: 
The Alaska Journal, Autumn 1984 
http://captitalcityweekly.com/stories/090810/new_705812730.shtml 


North of 60° 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


A last minute (and we mean last minute) change to 
the front page this issue. We are waiting for more 
information and hope to bring that to you in the next 
issue. 


We used to publish a newsletter on Alaska and Yukon 
stocks and bonds. The interest was not there, so we 
discontinued it. I saw an interesting stock on eBay 
and thought I would run it - Wild Goose Mining and 
Trading Co. Way cool with a flying goose under print. 
Our landlady came in with the Tanana Quartz and 
Hydraulic Mining Company stock, so I thought I 
would run that also. 


Speaking of stocks, we have a couple of NAT&T 
stocks available. A great “go with” or a cheaper al- 
ternative to the tokens. If you want one, act fast - see 
page 40. 


On eBay this month, the star was the Columbia 
Salmon Co. token from Tenakee, bringing $1,625. 
Monte Bay from Yakutat was not far behind at $1,425. 
I thought Tom Smith from Chitina would bring more, 
but it still got a respectable $662. 


We solve a mystery (OK, not much of one) on page 
44. 


A new gold token is offered on page 43. I am slowly 
making | oz. silver “drop hammer” tokens. I should 
have made enough to offer them in the next issue. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page-$50 “Y%page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


AK Engineering Comm., 5¢ and 50¢, B-1 a+f 227.50f 


Anchorages, Quik Stop, (3) FST 103.50 
Bethel, N.C. Co., 50¢, B-2b 58.00 
Chitina, Tom Smith, 12'4¢, B-7a 662.02 
Circle, Collins & Strait, 10¢, B-la 96.00 
Cordova, Club, 12'2¢, B-7a OB30.00NB 
Cordova, Horseshoe, 6%¢, B-19a 35.000B 
Cordova, Little, 12'%4¢, B-22a OB195.00NBN 
Dalby, Joe Notti, 25¢, B-la OB325.00NB 


Dyea, WA&H, no denom. corroded, B-4a OB275.00NB 


Elmendorf AFB, Civilian Club, 10¢, B-1b 15.51 
Ft. Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 12.75 
Gambell, Native Store, (3) FST 137.50 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., $1, B-le 20.50 
Indian Mountain, 708 NCO OM, 5¢, B-lal 7.00 
Juneau, Dave’s Place, 5¢, B-18a 325.00 
Juneau, Elks Club, 12'%¢, B-19b 75.000B 
Juneau, Juneau Billiard Co., 12'2¢, B-32a 202.50 
Juneau, Juneau Drug, 6'4¢, B-35b 252.56 
Juneau, Hotel Juneau, B-37.1, c-f 95.000B 
Juneau, Mayflower, 12’2¢, B-49a 306.00 
Juneau, Mecca, 6%4¢, B-50b 158.00 
Juneau, Peerless Bakery, 1 Bread, B-60a 325.000B 
Juneau, Snake Pit, 25¢, B-66a 250.000B 
Ketchikan, The Mint, 12'2¢, B-33a 33.57 
Ketchikan, The Mint, 12'2¢, B-33a 2422 
Keewalik (Candle), Keewalik Bar, 25¢, B-3b 75.00 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus, return fare, B-Tla 24.96 


Kukak Bay, Seashore Pkg., no denom, B-3a 195.000B 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, set of 6, B-1 95.000B 
Livengood (Brooks), Livengood Inn, 25¢, B-2a75.000B 


Nenana, Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3all 20.50 
(Nome), N&A, 5¢, B-34a 208.50 
Nondalton, Knichek, 25¢ FST 27.00 
Northeast Cape, 712th NCO OM, $1, B-le 50.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 62.01 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b 78.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 19.46 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 2x24.990B 
Palmer, ARRC, set of 8, PCGS BIN1,800.00DNS 
Sitka, Elks Club AK Day 1957, set of 3, B-7 43.31 
Sitka, Baranof Bus, One Fare, B-T2a 15.000B 
Skagway, Board of Trade, 12'2¢, B-4d 47.11 
Skagway, F.O.E., 25¢, B-9a 65.000B 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, set of 3, B-14 38.09 
(Skagway??), The Mascot, 5¢, B-unl. 28.72 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliot, $10, B-16g 28.68 
Skagway, Monogram, 6'4¢, B-18a 482.00 
Sparrevohn, 719 ACW, 10¢, B-ld 15.000B 
Tenakee, Columbia Salmon, 10¢, B-2b 1,625.00 
Treadwell Mines, “700”, B-12b 86.00 


continued on page 44 
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ANCHORAGE: Ronald L. Glaeser, DDS. Black on 
wood obverse, red on wood reverse (buffalo). 


ANCHORAGE: Ole’s Pub, Food & Spirits, good 
for one drink. Black on wood. 


/ DEL-ROVS | 
BAR AND 
LIQUOR 


BUTTE: Del-Roi’s Bar and Liquor, good for one 
drink. Black on wood. 
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CORDOVA: Iceworm Headquarters, 1975, 25¢ in 
trade, Iceworm Festival. Black on wood. 


Submitted by Ken Rieck and David Phillips. 


HOMER: Mountainview Orthodontics, Dr. Laman- 
dola. Black on wood. 


(NORTH POLE): Subway, $1 off. Emblem for 
North Pole High School Patriots. Red on wood Pa- 
triot, green on wood Subway. 


son High School Ravens. Black on wood raven, green 
on wood Subway. 

NOTE: Subway has stores in North Pole and 
Fairbanks. Other wooden tokens may exist for the 
other high schools in the area. 


SUMMIT LAKE: Summit Lake Lodge, Mile 195, 
Richardson Hwy. Good for one drink. Black on wood. 
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NORTH AMERICAN TRANSPORTATION & 
TRADING COMPANY 


‘athe ovemer of 


Catpribsl Week of 
whe baal 


The NAT&T tokens are among rarest and most desired of Alaska tokens. Another factor in their popularity 
is that they also operated in Yukon. Above is a stock from the company. It has black printing with a green 
border and underprint. Two embossed seals are also present. These were scanned from the back of the 
stock. The first is the corporate seal of the NAT&T Co. This image has been reversed so it is readable. The 
second is from The South African Gold Trust Limited. They apparently were investors in the NAT&T. 
Shares were $100 each! A Chicago company, it was incorporated under the laws of the state of Illinois. It 
is signed by R.B Snowden and Michael Cudahy (of the Cudahy meat packing family). We have two 
available at $80 each, postpaid. 


INTERESTING STOCKS 


P si spleen (|. One of the nicest stocks to appear on eBay in re- 
_ cent memory is for the Wild Goose Mining and 
| Trading Company. It is printed in black, with burnt 
| orange border and underprint. Its principal place 

of business is San Francisco, with “works” in 


Alaska. It is dated 1902. 


A steam powered sailing ship is in the upper left, 
while a mining scene is on the lower right. There 
is an underprint of a flying goose. 


Price realized - $595.000B 


Another interesting stock that we have seen recently 
is from the Tanana Quartz and Hydraulic Mining 
Company. The company was incorporated under the 
laws of the Territory of Alaska in 1908. It is signed 
by Henry Ray and Anthony Goessman. The stock 


NUMBER ! 1208 —7/ 7-6 — SHARES. 


Tanana Quarts and Hpodraulte 
fining Company 


was issued to Marshia L. Lavery (our store is located i ie ee Pm | 
7 sarge oG Llhiviw ha = fc [ 
in the Lavery Buil ding). = * . ‘ chee neat —— — of the capital stock of the Tanana 
e railie Mining Company, fully psid and nonassessable, translrable only on the books of the corporation in 


person or by attorney upon surrerder of this certificate. 


i$ AU ETCOL, the culy authorised olcers of this corpor= 


The stock is printed in blue, with a red border and i * ce ten eee ct as gee 
the block below the title is also red. ; 


et ell a el - a 
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FOR THE RECORD 


JORDON WESLEY 


BOGGS 


DECEMBER 15,1989 4 
\ APRIL 7, 2012 
97° 


DAWSON, YUKON: First Annual Gold Rush Fes- 


(FAIRBANKS): In Loving Memory, Jordon Wesley tival, 1962, 39mm, bronze. Previously only in silver 
Boggs, December 15, 1989, April 7, 2012. 1 oz. .999 2nd brass. eBay PR - $42.10. 
fine silver. 


& 


KETCHIKAN: Ingersoll Hotel, Parks Bros., brass, 
4-scalloped, 30mm (submitted by Joe Usibelli). 


NOME: Breakers Bar, 1993, good for one drink. 
Brass, 32mm. 


ALASKA PRECIOUS METALS: Ford 
Thunderbird one ounce silver metal. APM was the 
first contractor to make the official state of Alaska 
medals (1989-1991) before going bankrupt. This was 
NONDALTON a bit of a surprise! 


KNICHEK 
NONDALTON 


NONDALTON: Nondalton Knichek, 25¢ food stamp 
token. White on red, 28mm. 


IDITAROD SLED DOG RACE: The Last Great 
Race, 1989. Designed by Jon Van Zyle. We reported 
a brass version of this medal back in 1989. This is 
the first we have seen in silver. The Alaska Mint 
shows these on their web page for $650 


PETERSBURG: The Club, S. & N. Inc., 5¢ in trade. 
Aluminum, 21mm. No records found for this busi- 
ness, possibly a die sinker’s error for Sons of Nor- 
way. 


4] 


RUSSIAN AMERICA FANTASY COINS 


A dealer in the Czech Republic is offering fantasy coins for the Russian America Company and Russian 
Overseas Territories. 


The 2013 issue includes, from left to right, a coin for the Aleutians, the Russian Ambassador meets King 
Kaumuali’i to sign a protective treaty in 1816 (he was at war with King......., the eventual winner), and a 
famous romantic story named after the two ships Juno and Avos that constituted an expedition headed by 
Nikolai Resanov, and his romance with Conchita Arguello, the 16 year old daughter of Jose Dario Arguello, 
the colonial governor of Spanish California. 


The 2014 issue includes, from left to right, a coin noting Resanov’s 1804 mission to Japan, a view of Sitka 
(New Archangel) in 1863, and Ft. Ross in California. All 500 Roubles are cupronickel, 39mm. 


Also issued in 2014 were 250 Roubles coins for “Russian Overseas Territories.” Just what this might 
constitute is not known, although one could include Alaska, Ft. Ross in California, and the Russian fort on 
Kauai. 


These coins commemorate the circumnavigation of the globe. Von Krusenstern (left) and Lisianski (center) 
left Kronstadt in August 1803, rounded Cape Horn, sailed to the north Pacific, and returned via the Cape of 
Good Hope, arriving back at Kronstadt in August 1806. No description of the reverse design was given. 
Perhaps it is Mother Russia. These coins are 32mm in diameter, bimetal with a brass ring and cupronickel 
center. 


There have been a plethora (my favorite word this month) of fantasy coins for non-coin issuing entities 
(usually distinct geographic locations within a larger entity), speculative issues for coin issue entities, and 
totally fictitious places. While fun and interesting, these tend to be a bit expensive unless one has a special 
affectation for the area represented. 
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BIG CREEK 


The Chandalar mining district is north of Fairbanks, 
south of the Brooks Range, and east of the Koyukuk 
mining district. The first gold discovered in the 
Chandalar was on Little Squaw Creek in 1905. Gold 
was discovered on Big Creek in 1906. 


CHANDALAR ey ay ee ING. 
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“1909-1941: William Sulzer, former governor of New 
York, acquired the majority of the most promising 
prospects in the area. He financed exploration and 
development through his company Chandalar Mines 
Company and later, as the major shareholder of 
Chandalar Gold Mines, Inc. when the two Chandalar 
companies merged in 1926”! 


It is a struggle to come up with different ways to ar- 
range the lettering on each token. Since the name 
BIG is short, I thought arching Creek below it would 
be different. My lettering is never quite lined up cor- 
rectly, so I can accept the results on this die. 


I wanted to use the screw press to make this token, 
but my only other reverse has “1 DWT” on it. Had I 
remembered that, the obverse probably would have 
been different. So, I started to make another reverse 
die. 


I like the sun over the mountain punch that I have, so 
I selected that for the central design. 


I wanted crossed pick and shovel as part of the de- 
sign and had to improvise. The “X” stamp makes 
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the handles. I tried to use the Dremel tool to engrave 
the shovel and pick, but it was too small. For the 
shovel, I ended up using the “D” from my smallest 
letter punches, punching it in twice, the second above 
the first, and then grinding out the center with the 
Dremel. The pick proved more problematic. I have 
some old number stamps from my father’s tools. 
They are too large for anything I am doing. I needed 
a small arch for the pick. I ground down the number 
“5” until all that was left was a small arch, and tried 
that. It was too large, so I made it smaller until it was 
the right size. 


As a final touch, I thought I would engrave in a couple 
of squiggly lines to represent creeks flowing from 
the mountains. It is just a happy coincidence that, 
with a little imagination, those creeks form the Alaska 
Peninsula and the Aleutians, beneath the body of 
Alaska... Come on, use your imagination... 


All in all, it took me five tries to get the die as good 
as it was going to get. 


General Refining Corporation’s assay on this gold 
was .8258 gold, .1723 silver. The specific gravity on 
the first pour was 17.34, thus estimating at 86.43% 
gold and 13.56% silver. My SG estimate seems a bit 
high. 


I made 20 of these and they are available for $85. 
The silver trial strike is $10. Both are postpaid, the 
silver will be sent uninsured. 

' www. goldrichmining.com/chandalar-district- 
history. html 


INTERESTING ODDITY 


DISNEYLAND: Pirates of the Caribbean, facsimile 
piece of 8. Counterstamped “CORAN? MCRRISON 
ALASKA.” Silver colored metal, irregular 32mm. 


SILVER FOAM 
PRINTING BLOCK 


Joe Usibelli came into the store recently, with the 
printing block shown above, and the matching token 
(below). We looked at it closely. It had the same 
blemishes as the token, and came to the conclusion 
that it was the printing block that printed the token. 
That’s what we wanted it to be. 


And then we thought some more... And looked more 
closely at the printing block. And discussed its prov- 
enance. 


Joe had purchased this block and a couple others from 
a dealer in Racine, Wisconsin. That was the first tip 
off. Upon closer examination, the printing block had 
small dots in the field. This would indicate that it 
was a printing block for a half-tone print (photo). 


In the “good ole days” before computerized printing, 
newspapers, books and other printed matter had to 
be type set. Photos had to be taken, and converted 
into a printing block for the photos in the book. If 
this printing block had been used on the token, those 
dots would be visible in the field. They were not. 


The token would have been printed directly from a 
type set press (letterpress), with the lettering set as 
with any other printed matter of the day. 


So why do the token and 
the printing block have 
the same blemishes? 
This was probably the 
token photographed for 
the illustration in the 2nd 
edition of “Alaska’s 
Coinage Through the 
Years,” by Gould, Bressett, and Dethridge, published 
in 1965 by Whitman Publishing Co. of Racine, Wis- 
consin. 


PRICES REALIZED - 
APRIL 5 AUCTION 


Lot PR 
250 Chatanika tokens 30 
251 Fairview Hotel token 10 
252 Pioneer Hotel token 12 
253 Pastime Bar tokens 10 
254 Nome tokens 10 
255 Anchorage Carnival Money 300mb 
256 Fairbanks Coin Club medals 28 
257 AK Purchase medals 34 
258 Pioneer Memorial Park medals 34 
259 Fairbanks Flood medals 40 
260 Pipeline medals 23mb 
261 1993 Alaska state medal 60 
262 1993 Iditarod medal 35 
263 1998 Iditarod medal 40 
264 Joe Vogler medal 40 
265 Iron Dog Snow Machine medals 55 
266 1/20 oz. Gold State medal 95 
267 ARR silver medal 45 
268 50th Anniversary bronze medal 17 
269 Alaska Gold Souvenir 23mb 
270 ATC&PN 3rd 10 years 55 
271 Alaska & Yukon stock book 14mb 
272 Alaska Bank Bags 95mb 
286 Grass Basket 40 


mb = sold to mail bidder. Mail bidders saved $139 
off there maximum bids. 


PRICES REALIZED, cont. 


Valdez, Northern, 6'4¢, B-15a 64.00 
Wildwood, WCC (prison) 10¢ 46.56 
Wrangell, Dalgity, 10¢, B-2b 305.00 
Yakutat, Monte Bay, 25¢, B-la 1,425.00 
Yakutat, St. Elias Pkg., $1, B-2c 187.50 
Dawson, YT, B&M, 12'2¢, B-4a 81.00 
Dawson, YT, Davis & Frey, 12'4¢, B-7a 91.00 
Dawson, YT, Hutton & Pierce, 2 Bits, B-13a 121.50 
Whitehorse, YT, Alguire, 25¢, B-la OB40.00NB 
Whitehorse, YT, TD&P, $5, B-7d 73.33 
Liard Post, BC, Hyland & Belfry, 50¢ OB50.00NB 
Liard Post, BC, Hyland & Belfry, 50¢ RL46.99 
AYPE, encased cent, potty 27.89 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; | FTR = see For the 
Record 
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Plus $5 postage 
per order. 


ALASKA MINT, Wolves, gold relief - $45 


DP. a er “a 


STARCON, Central Compressor Plant, 2012 - $35 


ALASKA MINT, Alpine, 2001 - $30 TEAMSTERS, 50 Years, 1941-1991 - $30 
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North of 60° ----- 


ALASKA TRAVERSE PARTY 
1959 


The Department of Commerce 
Silver Medal is warded for 
“achievement supporting the 
critical objectives of the De- 
partment of Commerce with 
significant beneficial effect on 
the United States.” 


The medal is part of a plethora of medals awarded by the government as a military style 
hanging decoration, showing only the Department of Commerce side. 


The medal we present is not uniface. It has on the obverse (my opinion) the Herbert C. 
Hoover Building. Above the building is “Medal of Award for” and below, “Meritorious 
Service.” Below this is an engraved panel reading “Alaska Traverse Party, 1959.” Also, 
just below the building in very small letters is “Washington Department of Commerce Dist. 
of Columbia.” 


The medal is 39mm and appears to be silver. It was designed by Frank Gasparro, designer 
of the Lincoln Memorial reverse for the Cent, and the reverse of the Kennedy Half Dollar. 
See any similarities? 


The Alaska Traverse Party, under the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey (now part of NOAA) 
performed tellurometric surveys in the Yakutat and Yakutaga area of Alaska, as well as 
crossing the Malaspina Glacier. 


The original tellurometer was introduced in 1959, so this was probably one of the first uses 
of this instrument. The tellurometer design yields high accuracy distance measurements 
over long distances, but it is also useful for second order survey work, especially in areas 
where the terrain was rough and/or the temperatures extreme, like those in Alaska. It was 
also used in coastal surveys. 


Geodetics, a branch of applied mathematics and earth sciences, is the scientific discipline 
that deals with the measurement and representation of the Earth. This would include terres- 
trial and coastal surveys. 


The commanding officer of the Alaska Traverse Party was Commander Glenn W. Moore, 
whose biography on the NOAA website outlines an impressive career with the U.S. Coast 
and Geodetic Survey before and after World War II. During the war, he was transferred to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and saw service in the Southwestern Pacific, Japan and 
the Philippines. 


Other members of the party awarded the silver medal were Dennis W. Adkins, Aaron B. 
Clements, Walter J. Bilby, Joseph A. Nelson and Junior V. Teater. 


Exactly why this medal was awarded is not known, but could very well be because of the 
early use of the tellurometer and/or the crossing of Malaspina Glacier. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Our thanks this month go to Skip Theberge of the 
NOAA Central Library for providing information for 
the lead article this month. 


Dave Phillips is back this month, teamed up with Ken 
Rieck with part I of the woods of the Alaska High- 
way. 


eBay was relatively quite this month, other than the 
announcement that we all had to change our pass- 
words. The bargain of the month was the 25¢ Post 
Exchange from Ft. Egbert at only $406. I thought it 
would exceed $1,000. Shows what I know! An 
Alaska Pacific Fisheries brought $480, while 
Bredlie’s of Fairbanks and the bread token from the 
Ft. Yukon Hotel both sold for $450 at the opening 
bids. 


My drop hammer is in production making 1 oz. sil- 
ver tokens. While a lot of work, it seems to be doing 
a fine job striking these large tokens. These are of- 
fered on page 52. 


Midnight Sun gold and silver bimetal tokens are also 
now available. I am very pleased with this one! See 
page 53. 


Finally, we are having a sale on Alaska Mint Official 
State medals - see page 54. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page-$50 “Y%page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, DD Club, 12'4¢, B-15allI 95.000B 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a 20.000B 
Cordova, Northern Club, 12%2¢, B-27a 350.000B 
Cordove, Northern Drug, set of 3, B-28 110.000B 
Cordova, Windsor Hotel, 12'2¢, B-41c 125.000B 
Dillingham, Bradford, 5¢, B-1a OB125.00NB 
Dillingham, Lowe’s Trading, 5¢, B-4a 153.50 
Douglas, Hunter Hotel, 6'4¢, B-22aI 395.000B 


Douglas, Pioneer, F. Guion, 5¢, B-32a corrOB250.00NB 


Fairbanks, Bredlie’s, 25¢, B-8b 450.000B 
Fairbanks, Fairview Hotel PH, 25¢, B-19b 22.50 
Fairbanks, Nevada Bar, 5¢, B-37a 15.000B 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Hotel, 5¢, B-45al 41.00 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Hotel, 5¢, B-45alI 72.00 
Fairbanks/Eielson, AK Coachways, B-Tla 30.000B 
Fairbanks/Ft. WW, AK Coachways, B-Tlb  9.990B 
Fort Egbert, Post Exchange, 25¢, B-la 406.00 
Fort Yukon, FY Hotel, | loaf, B-4b 450.000B 
Haines, Brouilette, 10¢, B-3a 160.00 
Homer, Bayside Lounge, 50¢, B-1a 9.990B 
Juneau, Burford’s, 12'2¢,B-12bI 222.50 
Juneau, Snake Pit, 25¢ and (3) $1, B-66 OB800.00NB 
Juneau, Spickett & MacG., 6%4¢, B-67a OB395.00NB 
Ketchikan, The Mint, 12'2¢, B-33a 14.49 
Ketchikan, Nelson Hotel, 25¢, B-34a 19.39 
Ketchikan, Slotten’s Billiard, 5¢, B-58a 175.00 
Kodiak, The Mecca, 12'’2¢, B-9a 125.000B 
Latouche, Little, 12%2¢, B-2a 110.000B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 19.39 
(Nome), Lead Pencil, B-2a 50.000B 
(Nome), Lead Pencil, B-2a 5.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 33.79 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 34.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 24.990B 
Palmer, Spring Creek CC, 5¢, unlisted 137.50 
Palmer, Spring Creek CC, 10¢ 47.50 
Palmer, Spring Creek CC, 25¢ 132.50 
Palmer, Spring Creek CC, $1 42.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 32.500B 
Seward, Palaces, 12'2¢, B-9b 295.000B 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12%2¢, B-14a 28.89 


Snug Harbor, Pioneer Can., $1.25 Box, B-2a 28.77 
Sugiya & Co., 2'4¢ (probably not AK) 57.60 
Tanana, YukonSaloon 25¢ Dog Salmon,B-11a295.000B 
Teller, N.S. Merchantile, set of 4, B-2 152.50 
(Thane), AK Gastineau, 5¢, 10¢, B-2 b+c 30.000B 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12’2¢, B-4a “unc” 113.50 


Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 25.000B 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 16.38 
Valdez, Pinzon, 12'2¢, B-16b 56.95 
(Wrangell), Benjamins, 1¢ FST 15.000B 
(Yes Bay), AK Pac Fisheries, 5¢, B-2a 480.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record 
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by Ken Rieck & David Phillips 
WOODS OF THE ALASKA HIGHWAY 


Two or three months ago, Ken Rieck (Anchorage) 
and I, David Phillips (Port Alberni, BC), were dis- 
cussing wooden tokens/nickels of northern BC, the 
Yukon and the eastern part of the main body of 
Alaska. We realized that these areas were not well 
known by wooden token collectors, nor were the 
woods from these areas commonly collected. We 
concluded that we should collaborate on an article 
highlighting the woods from these areas. To give the 
article some focus, we have entitled it “The Woods 
of the Alaska Highway.” 


As most know, the Alaska Highway was built very 
quickly in 1942 to provide a land route for U.S. 
Armed Forces to move men and supplies to locations 
in Alaska. The Highway thus started through the 
wilderness from the last road connection from the 
south, which was at the northeastern British Colum- 
bia town of Dawson Creek. This point was desig- 
nated as Mile 0!! All subsequent locations on this 
developing highway were noted as “whatever name 
there might be given it, but always denoted by it mile- 
age from Mile 0.” This is still somewhat true to this 
day, although there may be some mileage discrepan- 
cies due to the straightening of the old Highway. 
Historic mileages have mostly been used in this ar- 
ticle. 


SECTION 1: British Columbia 
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Mile 0: Dawson Creek, Treasure Chest Jewelers. 
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Mile 47: Fort St. John, Alaska a News 
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Mile 300: Fort t Nelson, Clarke aianas: 
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Mile 351: Steamboat Mtn. Lodge, with TUIT 


continued on page 53 


48 


; _ 2 pay = =F A. 


nae 


BLOOMERS, BLOOMERS EVERY WHERE! _ 


“Rosie’s are red, Violet’s are blue, Forget-Me-Not, 
I’m thinking of you.” If he is thinking of you, how 
does he know the color of Rosie’s and Violet’s? 


G\ ' 7 
= c~ Ry > é 
Aver You Snqron | 
HONEY , 
Wier Set YouSoon | 
IOS 
t 


KINDA FOGGY UP HERE 4 
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS 


“Keep your shirt on Honey, will see you soon. Kinda 
foggy up here, Aleutian Islands.” 


oey? gee x 2 
I'm one of Fannie’s best friends. We promise. No more miniature Bloomers, unless... 


CROSSROADS LOUNGE 


We have known of this token for many years. We thought it was a 
mule, Crossroads Lounge on the front, and Rain Check Corp. (owned 
by Red Rosenbalm and Mons Lee) on the back. 


J.W. Terrill dug in around a bit. Red Rosenbalm and Mons Lee 
were the first owners of the Crossroads Lounge, about 1967. Really, 
this is the most obvious answer. One that was so obvious, it never 
occurred to us! 


The building was originally a church. Some patrons would tell the 
bartender “I used to go to Sunday school in your basement.” The 
Crossroads is now on their 4th owner. 


Silver on black, 51 by 26mm. There is also another “good for one 
75¢ drink.” (ATC&PN, Feb. 1995). 
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FOR THE RECORD 


We Are Enjoying Your Visit . . . 
C) 


Anchorage Lodge No. 1351 


How About Another Drink? 


B. P.O. Elks 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 


GUEST TICKET = 


Welcome to Anchorage 
Lodge, Brother: 
ANCHORAGE: Anchorage Lodge No. 1351, B.P.O. Elks, Guest e 
Ticket. Cover: 103 x 52mm, black on tan. Tickets: 80 x 52mm, 


Have a Drink On Us 
(shown py black on pink (submitted by Joe Usibelli). 


(JUNEAU): A ce token used by Valley Chevron 
Car Wash in Juneau. Brass, 24mm (submitted by 
Kaye Dethridge). 


NORTH SLOPE: Milne Point, Northstar, Endicott. 
Tar Team 2007. One ounce silver. 


JUNEAU: Juneau Shrine Club, We play so that other 

might walk. Gold on red plastic, 42mm (submitted al 

by Kaye Dethridge). PRUDHOE BAY: GPS Spill Resscrse Testi GC-2 
are Oil Transit Line Spill, March 2, 2006. 1 oz. silver. 


SEWARD: Seward Elks, 1773, good for one drink. 
Gold on green poker chip, 39mm. 


SES 


JUNEAU: Good Luck, Alaska Gold Rush. Bronze?, 
38mm. 
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MILITARY CHALLENGE COINS 
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ALASKA: USA MEDDAC, Alaska, 2006. Depart- 
ment of Nursing, Arctic Medic. Red, white, blue and 
yellow on bronze. 


ALASKA: "AAFES (Army Air Force’t 
vice) Striving for Excellence, Part of the Alaska 
Team. We go where you go, Serving the best cus- 
tomers in the world. Blue, red and white with a clear 
coat on bronze. 


ALASKA: Arctic Talon, TF49, Aviation Task Force 
Alaska. Blue, yellow and white on gold, 50mm. 


ELMENDORF AFB: ARC (Alaska Recovery Cen- 
ter, Elmendorf AFB Medical Center. Brz., 38mm. 


ANCHORAGE: Armed Services YMCA of Alaska. 
32nd Annual Salute to the Military, 2009. Red, white, 
blue and yellow on antiqued silver. 


| 


(ELMENDORE AFB): 1/207th Aviation Regiment, 
Arctic Eagles, Alaska Army Guard Aviation. Bronze. 


KODIAK: Coast Guard Search & Rescue. Red, 
white, black and light blue on gold, reverse bronze. 


THULE, GREENLAND: DET 3, 22 SOPS, Thule 
Tracking Station, 40th anniversary, 1961-2001. 
Bronze, 42mm. 


All challenge coins are shown at about 39mm. Sizes 
can range from 30mm to 50+mm. Measurements 
where known are given. 


DROP HAMMER 
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On March 8, Mike Ivester, with a little help from 
your editor, welded up a drop hammer for me. It is 
7.5 feet tall, with a 50 pound weight. 


We tested it on March 18, and I made five pieces. On 
the concrete floor, the whole unit bounced about 2 
inches off the floor. Three tokens were acceptable 
and two were not. I kept one and gave the other two 
to Mike. The two that were not acceptable were not 
as fully struck, and the blanks were less than I would 
have liked. They were melted. 


Since this is an outdoor “toy,” I had to wait until it 
warmed up here in interior Alaska. I made my first 
strikes on May 4th. 


Let me tell you, this is really too much like work! 


First, I can only make 3 blanks from each pour. Fab- 
ricating the blanks is the longest part of the minting 
process for me. Second, as you can see from the 
photo, I am straining to lift the 50 pound weight with 
pulley. 


The blank is placed between the dies, and these are 
duct taped together. The “Alaska Rare Coins” die is 
the bottom die. The blanks have a rounded rim side 
and a flat rim side. The tokens are struck with the 
rounded rim facing down on the bottom die. This is 
set in a wood stand, on top of a 2 inch thick steel 
block (to prevent damage to the base of the drop ham- 
mer). 


It is interesting to note that when set on the ground 
outside our house, it does not bounce as it did on the 
concrete floor. I was afraid that this would absorb 
some of the pressure and result in a weaker strike. 
Quite the opposite has happened and I am getting 
much better strikes. 


And lastly, even though these are decent strikes, I 
have decided that I really need to strike these twice. 
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I have to remove the dies and token, reseat the token 
in the dies, wrap duct tape around them to hold them 
together, and do it all again. This second strike does 
not seem necessary for the detail, but it does bring 
up the lettering round the rim a bit more. 


The last procedure is to stand the token on the edge 
and apply the number. 


Let’s see - about $20 for the silver and $15 for my 
sweat... These are available for $35 plus $5 postage 
per order. 


MIDNIGHT SUN WITH GOLD 


This token contains 1 DWT of placer gold from mixed 
sources. The washer is 1/10 oz. .999 silver. I wish 
this newsletter was printed in color. B&W does not 
do this justice. These are way cool. 


The silver blanks are made and then the central hole 
is punched out. This is not perfect, and they are all 
slightly off-center. The gold plug is then pressed in 
with the screw press. The combined blank is annealed 
and then minted with my antique screw press. 


These will have a mintage limited only by the num- 
ber that sell, and the life of the dies. Hopefully I will 
have enough on hand for the Midnight Sun Festival 
on June 22 (the bonehead that runs the festival 
decided a few years ago that June 21, the actual 
solstice, was not good enough, unless it fell on a 
Sunday!). 


Mile 495.5: near the village of Liard River, Sth 
Wheel Services. 


Next time: SECTION 2: Yukon 
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GREENLAND PNC 


OFFICIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE 
Honoring the 100th Ann 
of the Birth of Jorgen Br: 


October 20, 1977 
EMISSION COMMEMORATIVE 


INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF POSTMASTERS 
OFFICIAL COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE 


ASSOCIATION INTERNAT ONALE DES 
RECEVEURS DE LA POSTE 
EMISSION COMMEMORATIVE OFFICIELLE 


Herrn 
Bernhard Schwengle 


7760 Radolfz2cll 
Buchhofsteig 15 


IMITED EDITION PROOF - STERLING SILVER 
EMISSION LIMITEE EPREUVE +» AHGENT STEHLING 


Above in an interesting philatelic-numismatic cover 
featuring a Greenland stamp honoring the 100th an- 
niversary of the birth Jorgen Bronlund. Brenlund 
was Inuit and trained as a teacher. He participated in 
two expeditions in Greenland, perishing on the sec- 
ond in 1907. About .7 0z., $20 postpaid. 


CHENA MILLING, SMELT- 
ING AND REFINING CO. 


Ti 


— 


Another neat local stock, signed by E. W. Griffin, Sec 
retary, Martin Harrais, President 


OFFICIAL STATE MEDAL BLOWOUT!! 


PROOF-LIKE OR MATTE FINISH MEDALS 


Buy 1-$45 Order2-$40each Order 3 or4-$35each Order 5 or more - $30 each 
LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND 


If you order 5, and 4 are sold out, your cost is still only $30 per medal. POSTAGE IS $5 PER ORDER. 
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\ POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 7, JULY, 2014. 


FT. GREELY 


It will come as a surprise to many (espe- 
cially after Ron Benice eliminated the geo- 
graphic “blurbs” from his 3rd edition) that 
there was a Ft. Greely located on Kodiak 
Island before the current Ft. Greely ininte- 4 
rior Alaska at Delta Junction. } 


Ft. Greely was established on April 4, 1941. 
It was placed into caretaker status on De-  j 
cember 15, 1944 and decommissioned July 
1, 1952. It was turned over to the Navy on 
April 13, 1953. Ft. Greely at Delta Junc- | 
tion was established August 6, 1955. 
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}New Alaska Game Laws Are P 


JW Terrill volunteers at the Alaska Veterans 
Museum in Anchorage and was present when a 
descendent ofa soldier who served at Ft. Greely 
during World War I came in with some memo- 
rabilia. 


Among the items was a ticket booklet from the 
theater. While it is generic, with no location 
noted, it is still of interest (see page 57). 


An accompanying “Kodiak Bear” newspaper 
(published by the military) dated August 19, 
1942, had a front page article about the lower- 
ing of theater prices. There were two theaters on 
Ft. Greely and the one at Swampy Acres had 
just opened before the price decrease. 
continued on page 57 
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« Theater Price 


: Drops A Nickle * 
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Fort Greely’s theater ‘sonics | . 
it. | #° ot their second bly break within | \ 
a month this week as admission 
re prices were lowered from 20 to 
15 cents per person, 


i 


A month earlier, the Swampy “ 

he | Acres theater was opened, thus’ 4; 

ee} more than doubling the seating | jo 
rapacity accommodations for the 


Ley 


Capt. Athen Eberlein, thea- | By 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Our thanks this month to JW Terrill for being in the 
right place (volunteering) at the right time! We prob- 
ably would never have learned of the movie ticket 
booklet had he not been volunteering at the Alaska 
Veterans Museum. 


Thanks also to David Phillips and Ken Rieck for the 
conclusion of their Alaska Highway wooden token 
article. 


There is a hoard alert in this issue, and I will repeat it 
here. We were offered over 1,000 Wildwood NCO 
Club tokens. The good news is that these were not a 
rare token. Now, they really are beyond common. 
Keep this in mind if you are offered any. Pay what 
you are willing to pay. 


There is a “Way Cool” Fairbanks spoon offered on 
page 63. Only one available. Take a look. 


The 5th edition of my “Striking Gold in Alaska” is 
now available. Read our press release on page 62. 
Order half a dozen for Christmas! 


I plan on going to Central again for the Miner’s Pic- 
nic on August 2. There is a coin show at the Kenai 
Peninsula State Fair in Ninilchik August 15-17. I 
will be striking silver tokens at both events. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page-$50 “Y%page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Fairbanks, Brown Derby, 12'4¢, B-10c 125.000B 
Fairbanks, Supreme Dairy, B-54a 151.50 
Flat, The Branch, Al Currie, 25¢, B-la 232.50 
Haines, Chisel, 5¢, B-4a 325.000B 
Juneau, Alaskan Hotel & Bar, 12'2¢, B-2b 43.88 
Juneau, Arctic Billiard Hall, 64¢, B-5a OB495.00NB 
Juneau, The Mecca, 2'2¢, B-50a 325.000B 
Juneau, J.D. Meyer, no denom., B-5la 275.000B 
Juneau, Anita Garnick encased cent 36.00 
(Kaltag or MN), A.J. Muller, 25¢, unl 56.00 
Ketchikan, Abercrombie’s, 2¢, B-la 9.990B 
Ketchikan, Abercrombie’s, 4¢, B-1b 22.72 


Ketchikan, Butterhorn Bakery, | lg lf, B-8b 250.000B 


Ketchikan, Hotel Connell, 5¢, B-lla 150.000B 
Ketchikan, Lotus Buffet, 6'4¢, B-31c 40.000B 
Kodiak, B&B, 12%¢, B-la 265.00 
(Nenana), Terminal Cigar, 12'2¢ B-8b 195.000B 
Nome, Belmont, (12'2¢), B-7a 98.00 
Nome, CW, good for whatever, B-lla 138.50 
Nome, Cavey’s Bakery, | Loaf, B-13a OB75.00NB 
Nome, Hoffman, (12'2¢), B-26a 197.50 
Nome, Polet Stores, 50¢, B-41g 45.000B 


(Nome??), C.C. C.R.&C., 25¢ at the bar, unl. FTR.990B 


Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 24.990B 
Palmer, Elks, 50¢, B-6a 15.50 
Palmer, ARRC commemorative set, 1985 28.33 
Pelican City, Past Time Club, 5¢, B-la 67.00 
Port Alexander, John Jacobsen, 12'’2¢, B-3a 9.99 
Ruby, Shel’s, 25¢, B-Sa 225.000B 
Selavik, Rotman, 50¢, B-2b 12.50 
Seward, The Palace, 12'2¢, B-9c 40.000B 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12%2¢, B-14a 24.500B 
Seward, Spring Creek (Prison), 25¢ 102.50 
Seward, Spring Creek (Prison), $1 102.50 
Sitka, Baranof Bus, one fare, B-T2a 6.06 
Skagway, BPOE 431, no denom., B-2a 81.00 
Skagway, BPOE 431, no denom., B-2b 81.00 


Skagway, Shamrock Beer Parlor, 12’2¢, B-24a 30.000B 


Talkeetna, B&N, 12'4¢, B-lal 36.53 
Talkeetna, B&N, 12'4¢, B-lall OB20.00NB 
Talkeetna, Fairview, 12'2¢, B-2a 28.57 
Tolovana, Tolovan Trd. Co., $5, B-2a 535.00 
Valdez, CBB, 12'2¢, B-4b 28.70 
Valdez, Nizina, 20¢, B-14b 600.00 
Valdez, Seattle Hotel, 12%2¢, B-20a 0b195.00NB 
Wrangell, Wrangell Hotel, 5¢, B-lla 126.00 
Yes Bay, AK Pac Fish., 10¢, B-3b 40.000B 
HBC, 5¢-$1, 1 white fox, 6 pes. G-285 490.00 
AYPE, encased cent, round 26.51 
AYPE, encased cent, potty 103.50 
AYPE, encased cent, potty 113.50 
Alaska/Hawaii, Mishler medal, sterling 565.55 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record 


FORT GREELY, KODIAK, conr. 


COUPONS NOT GOOD IF DETACHED « PRESENT BOOK TO CASHIER 


D 094715 


The ticket booklet is 137mm by 52mm. The tick- 
ets are 35mm by 52mm. The booklet and tickets 
appear to be tan in color, with brown printing. 


One token is known from Fort Greely while at 
Kodiak. The Sergeants Club is red fiber (B-2a). 
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MONEY TO 
BURN 


by Ken Rieck and David Phillips 


gt 
* 
ft 


WOODS OF THE ALASKA HIGHWAY, 
SECTION 2 - YUKON. 


Mile 603.3, the Highway crosses into the Yukon near 
the Yukon town of Watson Lake, but no woods are 
known here or on the Highway heading west until... 


Mile 883.7, Whitehorse. 


Nelson’s Home Hardware. 


Yukon Forest Service. 


HOARD ALERT: 


58 


Mile 1118: Kluane Lake Area, Kluane Wilderness 
Village. 


Mile 1147: (No settlement), Pine Valley (motel and 
cafe. 
SECTION 3 - EASTERN ALASKA 


Mile 1221 - the Highway crosses into Alaska. No 
woods until... 


Mile 1229: Northway, Northway Airport Enterprises. 


Mile 1279: Tok. We know of 7 woods from Tok. Your 
editor selected the Westmark Tok Hotel. 


We have been advised that there is a hoard of 
Wildwood N.C.O. Club tokens exceeding 1,000 
pieces. Caveat emptor. 


(AONEYV TO BURN, oom. 


Mile 1387: Delta Junction. We know of 13 woods 
from Delta Junction. Your editor selected Buffalo 
Center Drive-In. 


The official end of the Alaska Highway is at Delta 
Junction. At this point, the Alaska Highway meets 
the Richardson Highway, which runs from Valdez at 
its southern end, northward to Fairbanks at its north- 
ern end. 


(Ed. Note: Don’t tell the Fairbanks Chamber of Com- 
merce this. I remember on the east coast where there 
are sometimes three “number” highways sharing the 
same road surface. I side with the Fairbanks Cham- 
ber of Commerce that the Alaska Highway ends in 
Fairbanks). 


2K 


TRE 2K 2K 


The above wood is confused. Its location is shown 
as Dawson Creek, Y.T. So is it Dawson City, Y.T,? 
Dawson Creek, B.C.? 


Sadly, this is a scan of a photocopy of the wood. The 
lettering on the buffalo side is not legible in the copy, 
but reads “E Pluribus Unum” above and Wooden 
Nickel below. Because of this legend, it was prob- 
ably made in the U.S. 


And it is very odd. It is small; about 30mm. And 
while it looks roundish in the image, it is octagonal. 
Does anyone know of another non-round wooden 
nickel? 


Our thanks to David Phillips and Bob Brown for send- 
ing this in. Can anyone help of this one? 
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JUNEAU: Juneau Steamboat Co., We work under 
pressure. Two types. Black on wood. 


SITKA: Channel Club, Good towards Next Purchase, 
$6.00. Black on wood. 


WRANGELL: Roadhouse dee: Express token. 
5% off any room, 10% of any dinner, 50¢ off any 
cocktail, not accumulative. Blue on wood. 


Our thanks to Ken Rieck and David Phillips for sub- 
mitting these woods. 


BOIS DURCI 


The above plaque is shown at a reduced size, its actual size being 4’ inches (about 115mm). It is made from 
Bois Durci, as defined below. A really neat piece! (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 


“Mid-19th century ebony substitute, made from sawdust and animal blood or other water-soluble protein. 
The mixture coagulated on heating and then could be die-stamped into decorative mouldings for furniture, 


medallions and trays.” (www.encyclo.co.uk) 


“A hard, highly polishable composition, made of fine sawdust from hard wood (such as rosewood) mixed 
with blood and pressed.” (www.encyclo.co.uk) 


It was made obsolete by bakelite and other plastic like products. 


DAYS OF ‘98 


LPPPPPS SPPPPPPPPPRPPPR 
§O FIVE DOLLARS 


Days of '98 


October 13, 1945 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 


RISA PETRIE IRI PR PRI Ap 


pens 5 i RI SE Se — 


This neat piece of “carnival” scrip recently appeared on eBay. Days of ‘98 is sort of a generic term in 
Alaska, more appropriate to Skagway and Dawson, Yukon. Black on pink paper, 159mm by 68mm. Price 
realize - $22.60. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


(FAIRBANKS): Eskimo Olympics, “Seal hook 
throwing, Ist place, Donald Ahsoak, 1965.” En- 
graved on the edge “MACO 24K.” 1.27 troy ounces. 


THE DELI- 
GOOD FOR 50¢ 
IN TRADE 


JUNEAU: The Deli, good for 50c in trade, Juneau 
Centennial, 1980. Gold on brown poker chip, 40mm 
(submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 


xi 


ee é 
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One sunE2 x 
fe - JUNEAU, AK o9go} 
780.1726 


JUNEAU: McCaw Telepage Teleanswer, “Return 
Postage Guaranteed.” Aluminum, 33mm (submitted 
by Kaye Dethridge). 


JUNEAU: 15th Anniversary of Alaska Statehood, 
Great American Places, issue No. 7 by Franklin Mint. 
Sterling silver, 39mm (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 
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THANE 


OREROUSE 


JUNEAG 


JUNEAU: Thane Orehouse, (drink token), bifacial, 
gold on blue poker chip (sub. by Kaye Dethridge). 


(NOME): K.K. C.R. & C., Good for 25¢ at the Bar. 
Brass, probably 21mm. The seller claims that this 
token was found in Nome, and he had previously 
found and sold a pair of Cape Nome Pharmacy to- 
kens. Time for the sleuths out there to get to work. 
The appearance and fabrication of this token seems 
similar to CW (B-11) and Nome Novelty (B-38). If 
attributed to Nome, the 99¢ selling price on eBay 
was the buy of the year! 


NOME: Arctic Native Brotherhood, good for one 
drink. White on blue plastic, 41mm (submitted by 
Ken Rieck). 


FAIRBANKS: Comet Club, good for one drink. Gold 
on blue plastic, 41mm. 


STRIKING GOLD IN ALASKA 


Making tokens from placer gold 
5th edition 


Alaska Rare Coins is (somewhat) pleased to an- 
nounce the publication of the 5th edition of Dick 
Hanscom’s “Striking Gold in Alaska, 
Making tokens from placer gold.” In it you will 
find his continuing adventures of turning placer gold 
into tokens, as well as other information on play- 
ing with metals. 


This 190 page paper bound book (82 by 54 inches) 
is fully illustrated in black and white with color cov- 
ers. It follows the process from purchasing placer 
gold, preparing the gold for striking, engraving the 
dies and striking. Formulas are given for fluxes, 
specific gravity and determining the size of the to- 
kens. There is also information on striking silver. 
Sources of supplies and equipment are listed. 


As with all previous editions, the first “chapter” is 
pretty much unchanged. This explains how he 
started and gives the first basic steps to making to- 
kens. 


New techniques and projects are included. Bimetal 
tokens are made. A drop hammer is built. Up- 
dated mintages on all his tokens are given. The 
chapter on “How the Boers did it” has been re- 
moved, and replaced with information on 
Flussgolddukaten. These are German gold coins 
made from gold mined from rivers, not unlike what 
Dick is doing with gold from Alaska’s creeks. 


Most of the new information is related to the new 
gold tokens that have been made in the last year. 
Since the publication of the 4th edition, he has been 
fortunate to purchase gold from many new sources. 
Much information from U.S.G.S. bulletins is in- 
cluded about the sources of the gold. 


You may order your copy for $18, postpaid from: 
Alaska Rare Coins 

P.O. Box 72832 

Fairbanks, AK 99707 
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STRIKING GOLD 
IN ALASKA 


Making tokens from placer gold 


ay 


Dick Hanscom 
Sth Edition 


It does not get much more basic than this. Take two pieces of 
steel (dies), place a piece of gold between them, and hit it 
with a hammer. 


Rather than do something constructive, Dick Hanscom has 
been making gold tokens from Alaska placer gold since 2005, 
Sadly, he has no artistic talent, few metal working skills, and 
should not be trusted with anything more technologically ad- 
vanced than a hammer. Fortunately, a 3 pound hammer is all 
it takes for most of his tokens. 


Despite his general lack of competence, he refuses to give 
up. Progressing from a 3 pound hammer to an 8 pound ham- 
mer, hydraulic press and screw press, he managed not to do 
himself any great harm. It is only a matter of time. Adding a 
functional drop hammer to his arsenal (at the expense of two 
thumb nails) only gives us more concern for his safety and 
sanity. 


WAY COOL FAIRBANKS SPOON 


This enlargement shows the front of the handle with the river front, circa 1910. The row of what was 
primarily saloons is in the center, with the First National Bank of Fairbanks and Northern Commercial Co. 
buildings to the right. 


The back of the handle has the makers hallmarks, “On the trail in winter,” crossed pick and shovel, gold pan 
and a “mining scene,” a long sluice box. 


Expensive, but we think worth it - $125 postpaid. 


ALASKA INTERNATIONAL SENIOR GAMES 


2003, Brass, 51mm, with ribbon - $25: 2003, copper, Participant, 44mm with ribbon - $25: Undated, brass, 
51mm, with ribbon - $25: Undated, brass, 51mm, without ribbon - $20. Postage $5 per order. 
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See page 68 


ALASAAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


\ POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 8, AUGUST/SEPT., 2014. 


North of 60° ----- 


SUMMER ROAD TRIPS! 


Summer is the time for road trips. As usual, while on the road, I try to pick up 
anything that might be current. 


Our first trip could hardly be called a road trip. We drove down the Richardson 
Highway to Birch Lake for the afternoon. On the way back I stopped in Salcha at 
Sno Shu Inn and Boon Dox Bar. Both were using drink tokens. 


The Sno Shu Inn is currently 
using plastic tokens. The 
Mixed Drink is black on blue, 
while the Bottle Beer is black 
on red. They also had some 
obsolete Well Drink wooden 
tokens. 


Boon Dox Bar had a set of four tokens, including the first 
token I have seen good for a pitcher of beer (@ $14)! Their 
Mixed Drink and One Beer are black on blue and red plastic 
respectively. The Tap Beer and Pitcher Beer are silver on 
purple and green respectively. These are the first plastic to- 
kens that I have seen with a reeded edge! 


We are hosting two young adults from Finland and Switzerland for a few weeks this 
summer. It is part of an international 4H program, and they come to work on farms. 
They will put in a little time at my wife’s peony field, and then go to Manley Hot 
Springs to work at John Dart’s farm. They will also spend time down on the Kenai 
Peninsula. 


The program required that my wife “inspect” the accommodations in Manley to be 


continued on page 66 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


To bring you this issue, I have driven over 2678 miles 
this summer: All trips start in Fairbanks, and they 
are round trips: Birch Lake - 112 miles; Manley Hot 
Springs - 326 miles; Denali Park - 249; Central - 
256 miles; Talkeetna - 555 miles; and Homer - 1180 
miles. Obviously, I didn’t do this just for the news- 
letter. There were reasons for all these trips, and they 
can be found in the lead article this month. 


A special thanks is due to Lara McGinnis, Fair Man- 
ager of the Kenai Peninsula Fair for her hospitality. 
Ya gotta love those pigs! While it was not much for a 
coin show, it was really an enjoyable three days. Tom 
Dalrymple and I provided over night security, sleep- 
ing in the room. Tom, buddy, you snore like a freight 
train! I’m glad you were 30 feet away. 


Candy Waugaman held her annual garage sale again. 
The weather was not great but there were some neat 
things. See page 69 for some goodies. 


Paul Cunningham has acquired the hoard of Wild- 
wood Correctional facility tokens. He is offering 
them at very reasonable prices. See page 71. 


Next month will include the Alaska items in our Oc- 
tober 18 auction. The complete auction will be avail- 
able on line on our web site www.alaskarare 
coins.com in late September. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page- $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


AK Central RR, ID tag, B-1la 85.00 
Anchorage, Alpine Inn, $1, B-5c 18.000B 
Anchorage, Cheechako, 12'2¢, B-11bV 15.49 
Anchorage, Collins Cigar, 122¢, B-13a 462.00 
Anchorage, Joe Flowers, 5¢, B-18all 125.000B 
Bethel, N.C. Co., $1, B-2e 177.50 
Bristol Bay, Pac. Am. Fish., $1, B-3d 20.50 
Chisana, Bank Coffee House, 50¢, B-2b 95.000B 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a 40.000B 
(Cordova), Boss Bakery, | Loaf, B-4a 295.000B 
Cordova, The Club, C&M, 25¢, B-10a 30.000B 
Cordova, Horseshoe Liquor, 6'4¢, B-20a 45.000B 
Cordova, O’Brien & Simpson,6'4¢, B-29a 154.50 
Cordova, Northern Drug, 25¢, B-28a 40.000B 


Fairbanks, Eagle Cigar Store, J&B, 25¢, B-14c 385.00 


Fairbanks, Fairview Hotel, 25¢, B-19b 25.000B 
Fairbanks, Idle Hour Club, 10¢, B-27b 150.000B 
Fairbanks, Horseshoe Cigar Store, encased ¢ 36.10 
Fairbanks, University Bus Line, 15¢, b-T7a 12.06 
Galena, Nollner, 25¢, B-la 130.000B 
Haines, W.R. Smith, 12'2¢, B-12a 195.000B 
Haines, Teddy Bear Coffee, 25¢, B-13b 12.50 
(Hot Springs), Morrison’s, 5¢, B-la 66.00 
Juneau, Alaska Hotel, 12'2¢, B-2b 12.51 
Juneau, Burford’s Corner, $1, B-12d 160.000B 
Juneau, Cain Buffet, 64¢, B-13a 495.000B 
Juneau, Masonic Penny, B-47al 127.51 
(Juneau), Red Dog Saloon, sticker dollar 152.50 
Kodiak, NOB, B-10b 15.50 
Kodiak, US Naval Base Carpenters B-15a 98.00 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus, Return Fare, B-Tla 40.00 
Kotzebue, NCO Club, 10¢, 25¢, $1, B-2 bee 45.000B 
Koyukuk, J. Evans, $5, B-1e, holed, worn 95.000B 
Koyukuk River, Laboski, 25¢, B-2a 805.00 
Murphy Dome, NCO OM, set of 4, B-3acde 32.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 2x 24.990B 
Petersburg, George Cruz, 5¢, B-la 195.000B 
Saginaw Bay, AK Con. Can., 5¢, B-la 2,175.00 


(Sitka), F. Roll, 25¢, chit (signed on back) unl 35.000B 
Seward, Pioneer Club, 12'’2¢, B-10al 95.000B 
Wrangel, Ft. Wrangel Bear Hall, 5¢, B-3a 96.00 
Valdez, Knight Isl. Cop., shareholders B-1la 425.000B 


Whitehorse, TD&P, 50¢, B-7b 3.990B 
(Yukokaket), D.W. Lewis, 12'2¢, B-1a 227.50 
Greenland, Angmagssalik, 500 Ore, AM 360.00 
AYPE, encased cent, round 12.50 
AYPE, encased cent, round 42.56 
AYPE, encased cent, potty 59.00 
Alaska/Hawaii, Mishler medal, gold 2,099.000B 
SS Manhattan, large paperweight 108.00 
Engraved Dollar (see For the Record) 787.00 
ATC&PN, 2nd 10 years 75.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record 


ROAD TRIPS, cont 


sure they were safe. That meant that “we” had to 
drive to Manley. Since it had been about 30 years, it 
was about time! The road was not as bad as I had 
feared/heard, and we made good time of about 3'4 
hours, with a couple stops. 


While there, I visited the Manley Roadhouse and 
Lodge. They had two different wooden drink tokens. 
The older looking one (top) is black on wood, while 
the newer one (bottom), with the beer mug, is multi- 
colored! “Manley Lodge AKA Roadhouse” is in red, 
“Feeling Manley” is in green, and the center letter- 
ing is black. On the reverse, “Good for one Drink” is 
green, while the center design is black. 
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We took a quick trip down to Denali Park on the 4th 
of July. Harley-Davidson has an HD souvenir shop 
in “Glitter Gulch” offering all sorts of souvenirs (no 
bikes). Included are poker chips like many of the 
other Harley dealers in the state. We show only one 
here, but a full listing can be found in “For the 
Record.” 


August 2nd was the Miner’s Picnic in Central. I re- 


ally was not looking forward to it. It had been rain- 
ing all summer in Fairbanks, and as I left in the morn- 
ing, it was still raining. I picked up Steve Linn (he 
accompanied me last year), and we headed north. He 
maintained a positive attitude, while I was sure it 
would be pouring, and I would have to strike the to- 
kens in a dark shed. It was sunny last year and I 
struck them outside. I was prepared with a light and 
extension cord (if electricity was available). 


The road is good, paved all the way to the base of 12 
Mile Summit (about 80 miles). We climbed to the 
summit in rain and fog. Steve pointed out there was 
blue sky “over there.” We continued to Eagle Sum- 
mit, and climbed into the clouds. Descending Eagle 
Summit, it started to look lighter ahead. By the time 
we were in the valley, it was sunny. And it stayed 
that way all day! With the weather we have been 
having, it was a minor miracle. 


We arrived in Central, and I went about striking to- 
kens for my customers. These are my usual 1/10 oz. 
pure silver. The picnic started at 1PM and ended at 
4PM. In those 3 hours, we only struck 20 tokens 
with proceeds to the Circle District Historical Soci- 
ety (silver provided by General Refining Corpora- 
tion). Very disappointing, so I left an additional 10 
for them to sell in the museum. With the 25 I struck 
for my customers, the total mintage is only 55. These 
are available for $8 postpaid. If you are feeling gen- 
erous, include a second check for $5 made payable 
Circle District Historical Society, and I will forward 
it to them. 


The next day, August 3, I was on the road again. The 
time came when we had to “exchange” students. The 
host family down on the Kenai drove up to Talkeetna 
and I drove down. 


I left home at 6:30AM and got home at 9:30 PM. I 
was exhausted. It was a quick turnaround trip and I 
only had an hour or so in Talkeetna. I did not have 
time to stop at any place along the way. 
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ROAD TRIPS, contr 


I have always liked Talkeetna. It is a neat little town. 
I still like it but it is now a “tourist destination.” The 
souvenir shops are taking over. A couple have been 
there for years, but new ones are offering more of 
the same stuff that you can find in Anchorage, 
Fairbanks and Denali Park. 


I really did not expect to find anything new, but I did 
stop at the Fairview Inn. It is one of the oldest busi- 
nesses in Talkeetna. When I asked the bar tender if 
they had any drink tokens, he said he didn’t know, 
“Tt was real busy last night.” 


I managed to get all he had - two different wooden 
drink tokens, one old (top), one new (bottom). He 
told me who the guy on the new wood was, but I 
didn’t make a note of it, so I will leave it to Dave 
Phillips to ferret out that information. 


The next trip took me down to the Kenai Peninsula 
Fair (Aug. 15-17) in Ninilchik with a side trip to 
Homer. Tom Dalrymple of Soldotna had planned a 
coin show at the fair and I promised I would go down. 
We left Fairbanks at 6:30AM, and with a stop in 
Wasilla for gas and lunch. We arrived in Soldotna at 
about 6PM. 


We stopped a Louie’s in Kenai for dinner. Jan had 
the halibut which was about as fresh as fish can be. I 
tried the fried razor clams. Being from New England, 
the home of the whole body fried clam (not clam 
strips), they were a disappointment. Prices were on 
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the high side, but the portions were huge. Give me 
half as much and charge me 3/4 the price, and I’d be 
happy. There was a bar in Louie’s, so I asked about 
drink tokens. They did not use them, but the Back 
Door Lounge, part of the same business, did. 


We spent the night with friends in Nikiski, driving 
down to Ninilchik and the Fair in the morning. 


Bill Hamilton, formerly of Loose Change Coins in 
Anchorage, now living in Ninilchik was already set 
up when I got there. It took me some time to get set 
up, and by the time I finished, Tom Dalrymple ar- 
rived. Tom was exhibiting his collection of 1959 to 
1967 Alaska tokens and medals. Tom zeroed in on 
these dates because he figured it was some thing he 
could complete, and there is no catalogue for these 
items. 


I knew going into it that a fair was not a great loca- 
tion for a coin show, and sales proved me right. While 
more sales would have been nice, the real reason for 
the trip was to strike a silver token on site. I figured 
that might attract attention. I prepared 235 - 1 gram 
.999 silver blanks to strike a 5 Kopek token...and sold 
...1... plus 6 to Bill Hamilton as a mercy purchase! 
While this was disappointing, it was not as disap- 
pointing as my top die failing after 47 strikes. These 
silver tokens are available for $5 each, postpaid. 


All that said, it really was an enjoyable three days. 
And it was not a total loss! 


ROAD TRIP, conz 


There were the... 


If you have never seen a pig race, don’t expect ex- 
citement and suspense. The pigs won’t even race 
unless you have a child chasing them! And these were 
little pigs, and the squeals are just hysterical. The 
point is, you “bet” on the pigs by buying wooden 
tokens and if your pig wins, you win a minimal prize. 
Since there are six pigs racing, there are six different 
colors, and most are numbered on the back: (1) purple; 
(2) ?? looks a shade different than 1; (3) brown; (4) 
green; (5) red; and (6) blue. 


The Racing Pigs also run at the Alaska State Fair in 
Palmer, but betting is not allowed. 


I have a couple of these sets available for $14, one 
without numbering on two of the tokens for $12. 


The Fair also uses wooden tokens as payment for 
premiums - prizes won by the entries in the various 
categories. There are $1 tokens in the usual wooden 
nickel size, and $6 in the wooden dollar size (50mm) 
These have a common design, with a multi-colored 
pig fishing on the obverse. The reverse of the $1 to- 
ken is printed in green with a black circle, while the 
$6 token is purple with a black circle. 


A nice, 58mm, two-toned (silver and gold) uniface 
cast medal was also provided to sponsors - gotta love 


that fishing pig! 


After the Fair closed Sunday afternoon, I drove down 
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to Homer where Jan was already visiting with friends. 
It was too rough to fish, so we got a tour of Halibut 
Cove. Can you say million dollar homes, accessible 
only by water! 


We left Homer at 12 Noon on Monday, and arrived 
home at 1:30 AM Tuesday. You know when you 
have lived in Fairbanks a long time and you get to 
Cantwell (152 miles south of Fairbanks) and you say, 
“We’re almost home!” 


I think I am done with road trips this year. I have to 
go to Seward in October. Think I will fly. 


CANDY WAUGAMAN’S GARAGE SALE 


It is the social event of the summer! Candy selling 
her extras is an overwhelming affair. Here are a few 
things I “cherry picked” for readers of this newslet- 
ter. 


(FAIRBANKS): Creamer’s Dairy, 1 Quart of Milk, 
B-13b 8.00 each 
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VALDEZ: The First Bank of Valdez, check dated Dec. 2, 1935. 148 x 63mm. One only 5.00 
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Alaska Packers Association, checks dated 1957, $3.00 each 


~M 304288 
STUDENT MEAL COUPON BOOK 


NCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 


“ANCHORAGE |: 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
HAVE A NUTRIFIC DAY 


GOOD FOR ONE 
STUDENT LUNCH 


ANCHORAGE: Anchorage School District, Student Meal Coupon Book. Only one ticket left in the book. 
The book is 138 x 51mm. The ticket is 25 x 51mm. Only 1 available $40.00 
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FOR THE RECORD 


FAIRBANKS: Golden North Lodge (Rebekah) No. 
4, 1915 (all engraved). Across the top bar “Mrs. J. 
Powery” (engraved); “PNG, RD, Alaska” with bird 
inside wreath. PNG = Past Noble Grand. RD might 
mean Rebekah Degree. All brass, overall height 
72mm, width 40mm. From Candy Waugaman’s an- 
nual garage sale. 


MAVERICK: Nevada, 12'4¢ in trade. 4-scalloped 
aluminum, 29mm. This came into the store with a 
collection of coins from a local family. I wish I could 
attribute this to Fairbanks, but all I can say it was 
“found “ in Fairbanks. The Nevada Bar tokens from 
Fairbanks are from a much later era. There was an 
earlier Nevada (saloon), but I could not find it. There 
were also many other “Nevada” saloons, bars, etc. in 
Alaska. 


The 12'2¢ die was used on several other Alaska to- 
kens, including one of the B&N tokens from 
Talkeetna (B-lalII) and The Nevada from Nome (B- 
35bI). Since Alaska tokens were not made in Alaska, 
it is likely that this die was used on tokens from other 
states. 


That all said, I feel comfortable that this is an Alaska 
token based on provenance, but that is as much as I 
can say. 
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DENALI: Mt. McKinley Harley-Davidson poker 
chips. Type I above left, type II above right. 
Descriptions as follows: 

Denom./Chip color/insert color/printing color/type 
$1 / white / blue / black / type I 

$5 / red / white / silver / type I 

$5 / gray / black / black / type II 

$10 / black / white / silver / type I 

$25 / yellow / white / black / type I 

$50 / orange / white / black / type I 

$100 / purple / white / silver / type II 

$500 / green / white / silver / type I 

$1000 / pink / white / black / type I 

$5000 / blue / white / silver / type I 


SITKA, 1896: “Fannie J. Haslacher.” Call me a 
synic! I did not find the surname Haslacher in any 
directory up to 1910. PR on eBay - $787. Get out the 
engraving tool!!! 


TOBIN CREEK, CHANDALAR 


Tobin Creek is in the Chandalar Mining District. Our 
gold from Tobin Creek came from the same miner as 
the gold from Big Creek. I asked him how he came 
to have gold from Tobin Creek and he said it was 
only about 5 miles from Big Creek, and it was their 
“parts store.” Apparently, there is a lot of abandoned 
equipment, and if they need a part (granted, not an 
exact match, but miners are nothing if not flexible 
when it comes to adapting equipment), they would 
go over to Tobin Creek. They would take a loader 
over with them, and run some dirt through the sluices. 


The gold he brought in was mostly very course and 
rough, but for one nice nugget, which was stream 


Cunningham numbers AK750a to e. 


WILDWOOD NCO CLUB HOARD 


Ph, v 


worn. I asked about the difference. He said the nug- 
get came from the creek bed, while the rough, course 
gold came from the hillside, much closer to the lode 
source. This course gold is what we melted. 


I had hoped to use the same lettering arrangement on 
this token as I had used on the Big Creek token, with 
1 DWT on the obverse, and then use the same re- 
verse die. When I finally got “Tobin Creek 
Chandalar” on the obverse die, it was pretty obvious 
that I didn’t have room for “1 DWT.” So I used the 
reverse die first used on the Golden Sands Nome to- 
ken. 


The reported fineness is .847. Specific gravity was 
17.1426, calculating to .8491 AU and .1509 AG. Not 
too bad! 


A total of only 15 were minted using 
my screw press. These are available for 
$85. Silver die trials are $8. Prices are 
postpaid. 


pry 


Benice numbers B-1 a-e. 


Meyer and Wenthe reported shipping 500 pieces each of AK750 (B-1) to Alaska in July, 1970. 


FOR SALE 


COMPLETE FIVE PIECE SET - 5¢ to $1 


Very nice, no problems, no corrosion, etc. Close to AU on average. 


SHORT SET OF 4 PIECES, no 5¢ 

Showing some light corrosion, nicks or scratches 
ONE TOKEN 

Our choice, nice AU - 


PAUL CUNNINGHAM 
P.O. BOX 1 
TECUMSEH, MI 49286 


cunninghamchips@hotmail.com 
517-902-7072 
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ALASKA 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF STATE- 
HOOD, 1984 


35.00 


40.00 


tion. We made these for the Ice Classic, and these 
were given to graduates of Nenana High School. So 
far, 350 have been minted. Not marked 1 oz. silver, 
but they are! Two available: one with a serial num- 
ber, and one with graduation year (1991). We rarely 


get any of these back. 45.00 
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KETCHIKAN, The Penny Man, 2000, $10 in trade, 
by Silver Towne. 


35.00 


NORTH STAR, ISLAND, Amerada Hess, Alaska 
International Construction, AIC/Martin, 1985, 1 of 
500. 35.00 


y COMMEMORATING Ni ’ 
Y S50” ANNIVERSARY \¥ 


MATANUSKA COLONY | 


1935-1985 


1TROY 02. 
999 SILVER 


PALMER, 50th ANNIVERSARY OF 
MATANUSKA COLONY, 1985 35.00 


See page 75 
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RUDOLPH WALTON, SILVER CARVER 


by Irene Shuler 


Regarding the love token/souvenir on page 
70 of the latest newsletter, don’t be too quick 
to sneer at that item. 


When I saw it there, it looked like an inter- 
esting piece but then on my second look, 
much to my surprise, I recognized the hand- 
writing of the engraver. 


Rudolph Walton (1867-1951) was a well- 
known Tlingit man living in Sitka. He was 
an interesting person and was known for his 
fine silver carving. He had a shop and made 
and sold engraved silver bracelets, spoons, and many other items. His output of spoons, in 
particular, was prodigious. In my collection of 
Native silver I have several of his spoons. He 
often engraved “Sitka” and the date on the 
spoons, but not always. One of my spoons has 
“Sitka 1896” engraved on the back of the bowl. 
I have attached a photo of that spoon with a 
close-up of the engraving on the back of the 
bowl. When I saw the picture of the item in 
your newsletter, I got out the spoons and com- 
pared them with the engraved dollar. It sure 
does look like his work. 


In addition, I did some research on Fannie J. Haslacher. I find that in 1900 she was 42 years 
of age, having been born in 1858. She lived in Oakdale, California with her husband, Jacob, 
who was a banker. They had two servants. In 1910, Fannie lived in San Francisco, was a 
widow, age 51 and lived with her daughter, Beatrice, age 28. She died September 18, 1913 in 
San Francisco. 


During the 1890s, tourism was a huge thing in Southeast Alaska with boatloads of tourists 
coming quite often. Many of these tourists were women and they enjoyed shopping in the 
various ports of call. The souvenir spoon craze was huge at that time. 


We know that Rudolph Walton made many different types of items and no doubt some were 
made to order. My theory is that Mrs. Haslacher visited Sitka on a ship and had Mr. Walton 
make this item for her as a souvenir of her visit. 


Alaska Native silver is very collectible and some pieces bring high prices. Walton items are 
particularly sought-after. 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


One of the things I like about doing the newsletter is 
being proven wrong. Really! I love thinking that a 
piece is not Alaskan, or a fraud, and then having some- 
one prove otherwise. This means I have learned 
something. 


Thanks are due to Irene Shuler for exposing the con- 
nection between the engraved silver dollar in the last 
issue and a Tlingit silver carver. This explains the 
high price that was paid. There were at least two 
people with specialized knowledge that recognized 
the value. I wonder how surprised the seller was? 


David Phillips has some newly discovered wood to- 
kens from a recent cruise, as well as other non-wood 
tokens. 


JW Terrill has provided information into the use of 
prison tokens in Alaska. This area of token collect- 
ing is just beginning to be researched, and I think 
there is probably more we don’t know than we know. 


Kaye Dethridge and I are scheduled to present “To- 
kens & Medals: How they reflect Alaska History” at 
the Alaska Historical Society annual meeting in 
Seward, Oct. 3. Should be interesting. Kaye has prob- 
ably forgotten more than I know! I guess after a brief 
statement from the both of us, questions and maybe 
answers will follow. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page- $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Chitina, Overland Hotel, 6%4¢, B-Sa 550.000B 
Cordova, Carscadden’s, 6%¢, B-6a 78.99 
(Cordova), Old Crow, 6'4¢, B-31la 39.000B 
Cordova, Rainier Grand, 64¢, B-33a 400.000B 
Cordova, Southern Club, 6%¢, B-36a 50.000B 
Cordova, Windsor Hotel Bar, 6'4¢, b-41b 167.50 
Dalby, Joe Notti, 25¢, B-la 275.000B 
Douglas, Miners Saloon, 6'’4¢, B-27a 541.96 
Fairbanks, L.A. Meyer, 25¢, B-35a 20.00 
Fairbanks, Supreme Dairy, B-54a 2xOB129.99NB 
Haines, Berry & Young, $1, B-1b 480.00 
Juneau, Juneau Drug, 5¢, B-35a 735.00 
(Juneau), Imperial Cigar, 6’4¢, B-29a 10.06 
(Juneau), Imperial Cigar, 6’4¢, B-29a 9.990B 
(Juneau), Imperial Cigar, 6’4¢, B-29a 6.07 
(Juneau), Anita Garmick, encased cent 12.65 
(Juneau), Anita Garmick, encased cent 27.00 
Katalla, Johnston & Jensen, 5¢, B-3a 400.000B 
Katalla, Johnston & Jensen, 12'2¢, B-3c 560.00 
Katalla, Northern (as location) 6'4¢, B-Sc 327.00 
Ketchikan, BPOE 1429, 12'4¢, B-5a 125.000B 
Ketchikan, Pioneer T&M, $1, B-46a 11.49 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, $1, B-60dI 11.19 
Latouche, J.W. Little, 12'2¢, B-2a 175.000B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 45.000B 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12’2¢, B-2a 13.55 
Nome, (Nome Novelty) 6 pt star, B-38b 179.50 
Odiak, Storey, no denomination, B-la 750.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 29.06 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 115.13 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 2x24.990B 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 45.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢ and 10¢, B-1 bt+c 75.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d 65.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 50¢, B-le 77.00 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1f 265.00 
Palmer, Moose Club, 50¢, B-2b 12.000B 
Palmer, Palmer Bar, 50¢, B-4b 12.000B 
(Palmer), PCC, 25¢ 40.000B 
(Ruby), C.F. Bohn, 5¢, unlisted, speculative 305.00 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12%2¢, B-14a 19.50 
(Seward), WCC, 25¢ 45.00 
Sitka, Romie’s Place, 5¢, B-14, unl. brass 195.000B 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliot, 5¢, B-la 11.05 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliot, $10, B-1g 20.77 
Tatalina, Support your club, B-1la 15.000B 
Thane, AGM Club Room, 12'2¢, B-la 38.52 
Tin City, NCO Club, $1, B-1dII 70.00 


Unga, Baranof Sta., AK Cod, | meal, B-laI 325.000B 


Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'4TC, B-4a 45.000B 
Whitehorse, Alguire, 25¢, B-la 39.20 
Whitehorse, Yukon, TD&P, 50¢, B-7a 35.000B 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 22.50 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record 


COAL DOLLARS! 


DOLLAR 


a : aw 


We purchased a small lot of silver dollars the other day, and there were (10) Coal Dollars. “Coal Dollars” 
are shrouded in mystery. They show up here in silver dollar lots, usually from long time Fairbanks families. 
This is the largest grouping we have seen. Based upon what he has been told, Joe Usibelli says in the early 
50’s, the Jonesville Coal Co. of Jonesville, near Sutton, paid their employees with silver dollars with the 
“This is a Coal Dollar” sticker attached. This was to show the impact that the mine had on the local economy. 
I seem to recall hearing the U.S. military did the same thing with $2 bills. 


Of the (10) coins, (9) had nice, complete labels. The one with the poor label is shown above. All were Peace 
Dollars, except the one in the middle above, which is a 1921 Morgan Dollar. 


One of these sold for $61 on eBay last year. We have sold them in the past for as much as $100. Let’s price 
them this way: 1) Peace Dollar with complete label - $45 2) the Morgan Dollar with complete label - $55 
and 3) the Peace Dollar with an incomplete label - $35. Prices are postpaid. 


DAWSON, YUKON - 75TH ANNIVERSARY 


1977 marked the 
75th anniversary 
of the founding 
of Dawson, 
Yukon. To cel- 
ebrate, the Klon- 
dike Lions Club 
issued medals, 
with proceeds to 
a new recreation 
center for the 
children of 
Dawson. 


These are in their 
original cards, 
the front (top) is 
shown actual size. 
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Spring Creek Correctional Center opened in 1988. It 
is a maximum security prison, housing about 500 
male inmates. 


Prison tokens are the poor stepchild of Alaska to- 
kens. They tend to be very scarce, rarely turning up 
at auction. But it is hard to evaluate them because of 
the real possibility that there may be a hoard out there. 


Controls in the prison system were stringent, but ap- 
parently circumvented at times. A seller appeared 
on eBay this year selling Spring Creek Correctional 
Center tokens. I incorrectly listed them as being from 
Palmer in the June issue Prices Realized. Spring 
Creek is in Seward. 


An unlisted 5¢ was offered, and realized $137.50. 
Others realized, respectively: 10¢ $47.50; 25¢ 
$132.50; and $1 $42.00. 


In emails with the sacle: JW Terrill discovered some 
previously unknown information about these tokens. 


The $1 token is aluminum. It is listed in Benice as 
nickel alloy. It is entirely possible that this token 
may exist in both metals. 


JW Terrill queried the seller who provided the fol- 
lowing information: “I have six of the 10¢, one of 
the 25¢ and a dozen of the 1.00, plus another ten 
1.00 and two 25¢ coins that were “destroyed” by 
being drilled, or crunched through some sort of ma- 
chinery to wrinkle the edges. I only have one more 
of the 5¢ and I think I want to keep it, so I have a full 
set of SCCC stuff.” 


Joe Usibelli chimes in, “My wife just hired a fellow 
for her business that worked at Spring Creek as a 
corrections officer in the 80s. He said they had con- 
version days, when they switched out the nickel and 
brass tokens. This was to prevent hoarding and they 
would only exchange a maximum of $40.” 


JW Terrill adds a bit to Joe’s comments: “I spoke to 
a friend, that is still working at Spring Creek. He was 
aware of conversion days. Based on his experience 
they only happened once about every one to four 
years. He told me an interesting story about the time 
a large amount of tokens were stolen. It seems the 
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SPRING CREEK, conz 


barber shop is next to the commissary. A little over 
20 years ago some of the inmates broke into the bar- 
ber shop (that was not hard to do) and crawled through 
the duct work into the commissary. There, they stole 
a large quantity of prison tokens. Corrections Offic- 
ers were finding small bags of them stashed through- 
out the prison, and for years afterward, finding bags 
of them buried in the Yard. He said they permanently 
canceled all of those tokens. This makes me think 


that there might have been issues that are now ex- 
tinct or that are so rare they are not yet discovered.” 


vif, 


JW Terrill provides the following insight: “I now 
know that this employee violated prison rules and 
took souvenirs. I guess he was a bit of a hoarder, 
especially when he didn’t have to pay. Here is how 
things may have worked; when they decided to get 
rid of a series, they put the inmates to work, first 
mutilating the tokens, then giving them to a trusted 
employee to dump off a bridge, etc. They would not 
risk throwing them in the trash. I think he got the 
inmates to only lightly damage the rims of a few, so 
that he would have some decent ones, also. Who 
knows?” 


And a quick look in David Phillips catalogue of 
Alaska wooden tokens, we find two varieties from 
Spring Creek. 


Lastly, we understand that there are challenge coins 
from SCCC, but we have not seen any. 


MAVERICK 


In this month’s Prices Realized is a maverick token. 
Listed by Kaye Dethride, there was a Carl Bohn in 
Ruby as a miner in 1920, and store owner in 1930 
and 1940. (Ed note: Even though it would be a later 
token, I am troubled by the denomination). 
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Here are the new woods that I picked up on an Alaska 
cruise this summer. 


Taku Store: This store is virtually on the dock where 
cruise ships dock (in Juneau), and caters to the 
touristas on board by offering smoked salmon and 
similar products. Betty and I never got in this store. 
A couple we were travelling with picked up five 
woods when the were in the store. They said they got 
all the varieties that were “In the bucket on the 
counter.” These are of the Alaska “brag” genre. 


THAN THE LOWER 
48 STATES 
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Red Dog Saloon: This wood was given to me as a 
special concession by the store manager, as I had 
talked with him about woods from the days of old. It 
is strictly used for in-house promos with staff and is 
used “seasonally,” which means, year after year whilst 
the supply lasts (200 were purchased). So, not for 
general consumption nor acquisitions. Good for one 
beer, black printing. 


Glacier Smoothie Soap Co.: They include one of 
these woods with a package of soap products. These 
have been issued from 2005 onwards. This is the 
current year’s issue (2014). Good for one free lip & 
body salve, black printing. 


The Asylum: When I visited this bar two years ago I 
was able to get only the drink wood, which I reported 
at the time. This year I got the wood good for a beer. 
Black printing. 


Arctic Bar: The barkeep told me that they have con- 
solidated on these two woods, as there are quite a 
variety of woods from this bar over the years. Also 
of interest to me is the fact that the bears shown on 
the woods is different than the bears shown previ- 
ously. Same pose, but different bears. This means 
these are new and maybe the regular issue for the 
foreseeable future. Beer - red printing. Drink - black 
printing. 
* * * * * * 

By popular demand, I am also reporting on non-wood 
tokens encountered on this cruise. 
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Alaska: Generic poker chips in $1 (white with blue 
inserts) and $5 (red with white inserts) denomina- 
tions. Both with gold printing. 


Red Dog Saloon (Juneau): Poker chip drink token, 
red with white inserts, gold printing. 


Fish Pirates, Ketchikan: Poker chip drink token, 
black with white inserts, central design a multicol- 
ored sticker, bifacial. 


Skagway Brewing Co.: Good for one drink, brass, 
25mm. 


Skagway Eagles, Aerie 25. Poker chip style drink 
tokens. Green and blue, both with white inserts and 
gold printing. 


THE NEXT AND LAST ISSUE OF THE YEAR 
IS SCHEDULED FOR MID-NOVEMBER. 
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AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS, 


OCTOBER 18, 2014 


Bids accepted until Noon, October 18 - Auction begins at 7:00PM 


By phone - 907-452-6461 By email - akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


The complete auction can be viewed at www.alaskararecoins.com 


ALASKA TOKENS, MEDALS & ALASKANA 
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Fairbanks Token: L.A. Meyer & Co., 25 Cents in trade, B-35a, circa 1910. Fine with some 


weakness at 6:00 obverse. Not rare, but not common. Catalogues for... 


Galena Token: A.R. Nollner, 25 Cents in trade, B-la. A dug token, fully legible. Catalogues 


for $125, but taking into consideration the corrosion, its value should be 


Felix Pedro Medal, 1952, AU/BU. This medal commemorates the 50th anniversary of Pedro’s 


discovery of gold on Pedro Creek in the Fairbanks mining district. The obverse bears a 
portrait of Pedro while the reverse has the emblem of the Pioneers of Alaska. It is struck 
in gold anodized aluminum on an irregularly scalloped planchet. Quite attractive, popular 
and I can’t think of an earlier commemorative medal from Alaska (but I am sure someone 
will correct me). 


Dawson, Yukon Medal, 1962, First Annual Gold Rush Festival with a neat gold panner reverse. 


Sterling silver (.723 oz. ASW). Made by North Star Enterprises, a Fairbanks company. They 
also made similar items for Fairbanks from 1961 to 1964. This medal is quite scarce. Also 
included is a brass Klondike Dollar from Whitehorse (undated, circa 1974) and a bronze 
Alaskan Pioneers medal honoring Charles and Anna Creamer, 1977, issued by the Fairbanks 
Coin Club. Finally, (3) silver dollar sized non-Alaska medals: USS Missouri, 20th Anni- 
versary of Japanese surrender, 1965; (2) copper-nickel Presidential campaign medals from 
1960 - one with Nixon and Lodge, the other with Kennedy and Johnson. A total of 6 medals. 


Fairbanks Coin Club Medal, 1965. This medal commemorates the “First Annual Coin Convention,” 


held in Fairbanks in 1965. It features a nice circumpolar map on the obverse, and the gold panner 
reverse that became the standard on future Fairbanks Coin Club issues. Proof sterling silver 
(.81 oz. ASW) and antiqued bronze. Two medals. 


Fairbanks Coin Club Medals, (1972), 1973 and 1974. These are the first of the “Alaskan 


Pioneers” series. These feature, respectively: 1972 Bob Bartlett; 1973 Austin E. Lathrop; and 
1974 Sidney Laurence. Made by Wendell’s of Minneapolis. Proof sterling silver (.81 oz. ASW 
each) and antiqued bronze. Six medals. 


Fairbanks Coin Club Medals, 1975, 1976 and 1977. These next three medals feature: 1975 Noel 


Wien; 1976 Bob Reeve; and 1977 Charles and Anna Creamer. The Wien medal sold out quickly 
and is hard to find. Starting with these medals, the FCC changed mints to Blackinton of Massa- 
chusetts. They are higher in relief than the Wendell’s medals. Antiqued sterling silver (.83 oz. 
ASW each) and bronze. Six medals. 


Fairbanks Coin Club Medals, 1978-1981. These last four years feature: 1978 Leonard Seppala; 


1979 Andrew Nerland; 1980 (Judge) James Wickersham; and 1981 Jeff Studdert. The series was 
ended in 1981. It would have ended sooner, as the Club was in decline. The FCC had made 
special Capital Plastics holders for the series that ran through 1981 and we wanted to fill all the 
holes! Antiqued sterling silver (.83 oz. ASW) and bronze. The bronze Wickersham medal is 
missing. Seven medals. 


Alaska Railroad Medals, 1985 and 2002. Both are | troy ounce of silver. The 1985 was struck 


to commemorate the transfer of the ARR from the Federal government to the State of Alaska. 

The obverse depicts an older diesel engine. The Alaska Mint started their current ARR medal 

series in 1990. The 2002 medal offered here is $593 of 1,500 struck and shows a winter 

scene with an older engine passing a moose. It comes with all the original packaging. 2 pcs. 1 
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By mail - Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
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ALASKA MEDALS & ALASKANA 


290 Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1989, designed by John Van Zyle. We believe this is the first 

mass produced Iditarod medal (there was a cast medal issued in 1984), limited to an issue 

of 1049. It does not seem like it saw wide distribution as this is the first time we have seen it. 

The Alaska Mint lists it in their 2009 price list at $650! 250.00 
291 Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1990, mule. The regular issuance of Iditarod medals really began 

in 1990. The issue was limited to 2,000 and it was so stated on the medals. Not all medals were 

produced at the same time, but on an as needed basis. When we ordered the 1993 medal, we 

also ordered 1990, 1991 and 1992. There were 152 remaining for the 2,000 for 1990, and we 

ordered all of them. These were struck to our order, but they were paired with the new “Ltd 

Ed 5000” die of the 1993 issue. Quite scarce. 50.00 
292 Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1991, mule. Same story as the previous lot, but we only ordered 25. 

These were improperly paired with the “Ltd Ed 5000” die. Very scarce, probably the rarest of 


all Iditarod medals. 100.00 
293 Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1992, mule. Same story as the previous lot. We only ordered 25. 

These were improperly paired with the “Ltd Ed 5000” die. As rare as the previous lot. 100.00 
294 Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medal, 2010, serial #416. Original packaging. These are currently offered 

on the Alaska Mint website at $125. One of the more popular Alaska Mint series. 100.00 
295 State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 2007. A pretty design with nesting geese. Only 60 

were struck. 200.00-300.00 


302 Northern Commercial Co. Longevity Pins. Ex our 2012 auction, lot #300. Described as 
“(3) 10Kt pins given to employees for loyalty and longevity...All have the NC flag.. one 
without any stone, the second with one red stone, and the third with two red stones... 
Actual gold content is .1195 troy ounces.” The NC Company for many years was an 
important fixture in Alaska and this is a great Alaska memorabilia item. 200.00 


END OF AUCTION 


4 
Project Partners 
HDR Alaska’+ Parsor 
Hatch Mott'MacDonald * CH2M Hill 


fe ; 
Kiewit Const 
Herndon & 
Wilder Con 
USFS + FHWA « City of Wh 
Opening Day 
June 7, 2000 


WHITTIER: Anton Anderson Mememorial Tunnel, Whittier Access Project, ARRC , STATE OF ALASKA, 
ADOT&PF (ed. note - Alaska Rail Road Corporation and Alaska Department of Transportation & Public 
Facilities), Project Partners; HDR Alaska, Parsons Brinckerhoff, Hatch Mott MacDonald, CH2M Hill, Kiewit 
Construction, Herndon & Thompson, Wilder Construction, USFS, FHWA, City of Whittier. Opening Day 
June 7, 2000. Bronze, 3 inches (about 76mm). Submitted by Steve Linn. 
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POTLACH DOLLARS 


by Alison O. Bremner 


“Culture is not stagnant. Through contact and the tech- 
nological revolution Tlingit culture is constantly adapt- 
ing, observing, and searching for its place in the world.” 


Alison O. Bremner is a Tlingit artist born and raised in 
Southeast Alaska. As a child of two cultures, native and 
non-native, the artist brings a unique perspective to her 
art. 
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Through humor and a variety of mediums Bremner seeks 
to depict the experience of the modern native. Painting, sculpture, jewelry and digital 
collage are a few of the mediums the artist employs. Traditional techniques give a 
voice to often contemporary concepts. 


In addition to her contemporary practice, Bremner is committed to the revitalization 
of Tlingit culture in her hometown of Yakutat, Alaska. The artist finds happiness in 
balancing art as social commentary and art for traditional and ceremonial use. 


Alison Bremner has learned under master artist David R. Boxley. Her work is carried 
in the top Northwest Coast art galleries in Vancouver, BC, Victoria, BC, Seattle, WA, 
Portland, OR and Southeast Alaska. In 2013, the British Museum acquired Bremner’s 
work for their permanent collection. 


Alison Bremner’s works can be seen at: www.alisonobremner.com 


Copper pendant, image transfer 2 
inches by 1.5 inches. 


The copper shield, or tina’a, was an 
object of wealth and prestige among 
the Northwest Coast First Nations 
people. It was brought out to display 
during potlatch, and represented more 
than just the value of the copper. 


Potlatch Dollars jewelry came out of 
considering the concept of money, as 
any self employed artist will do. 
Tina’as once held a money-like value 
that today is held by dollar bills. A 
_ light came on, and Potlatch Dollars 
/ were born by superimposing images 
of money onto copper shields. 


ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


& POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 10, NOV/DEC, 2014. 


Pieces are available from the artist. 


North of 60° -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Another year has come to an end. This issue is ac- 
companied by our first price list in over 10 years. 
Jerry made me do it.... Look carefully as there are 
some really good tokens there. 


Also include in this issue is the index for 2014. 


I will be preparing a prices realized for 2014, and 
that will be available after the first of the year. 


We must thank those who have made this year pos- 
sible, in chronological order: 


Joe Usibelli 
Kaye Dethridge 


Mike Ivester 
Tom Dalrymple 


JW Terrill Paul Cunningham 
David Phillips Irene Shuler 

Ken Rieck Steve Linn 

Jim Robb Alison O. Bremner 
Candy Waugaman 


All subscriptions expire with this issue. Subscription 
order blanks will be sent to all subscribers. Please 
use these to subscribe so that I have a “hard copy” of 
your order. 


I would like to thank all of you for your support this 
past year, and hope that we may continue to serve 
you in 2015. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page- $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Cape Newenham, 794th NCO OM, 25¢, B-1f 22.50 
Chatanika, Dempsey Hotel, 25¢, B-3a 15.55 
Chichagof, Chichagof Club, 5¢, B-la 25.000B 
Chichagof, Chichagof Club, 12’2¢, B-1b 15.000B 
Chisana, Anderton, 25¢, B-la 11.05 
Cordova, Rainier Grand, 6'4¢, B-33a 425.000B 
Eagle, Eagle Trd. Co., $10 book, B-1f 150.000B 
Eek, Gil McIntyre, 25¢, B-la 51.00 
Fairbanks, Nevada Bar, 5¢, B-37a 15.000B 
Ft. Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 27.09 
Ft. Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 25.000B 
Hoonah, Ross Shakley, 12'2¢, B-4a 1,325.00 
Juneau, Juneau Liquor, 12'2¢, B-39b 195.000B 
Juneau, NY Exchange, 10¢, B-53cI 20.000B 
Juneau, NY Exchange, 10¢, B-S3clI 20.000B 
Juneau, Occidental Hotel, 12'%2¢, B-56c 90.000B 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, 12'4¢, B-60all 15.05 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 40.000B 
Nome, Hoffman, (25¢), B-26a 100.99 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c, 4 pieces. 117.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c, 4 pieces. 76.00 
Seward, Seattle Bar, 5¢, B-12a 609.00 
Dawson, YT, Hutton & Pearse, 2 Bits, B-13a 90.00 
Dawson, YT, DTG, 25¢, B-P2a 11.10 
AYPE, encased, horseshoe 32.99 
AYPE, encased, potty 49.99 


First Nat’! Bank of Fairbanks, District of AK, 
$5 Red Seal. (Stack’s ANA auction, August) $30,550 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; © FTR = see For the 


Record 

ARC OCTOBER 18 AUCTION 
Lot Bid 
281 Fairbanks token, L.A. Meyer, B-35a 105 
282 Galena token, Nollner, B-2a 60 
283 Felix Pedro medal 31mb 
284 Dawson 1962 medals, plus 85mb* 
285 Fairbanks Coin Club medals 45mb 
286 Fairbanks Coin Club medals 55mb* 
287 Fairbanks Coin Club medals 55mb* 
288 Fairbanks Coin Club medals 75mb 
289 Alaska Railroad medals 95mb* 
290 Iditarod medal 240mb* 
291 Iditarod medal 45 
292 Iditarod medal 65 
293 Iditarod medal 65 
294 Iditarod medal 65 
295 State of AK 1/10 oz. gold medal 210 
303 NC Co. longevity pins 240mb* 


mb = sold to mail bidder * = reduced bid 
Mail bidders saved $317 from their maxium bids. 


(ANCHORAGE): East Park Christian School. Black 
on wood. 


ANCHORAGE: Gussie L’ ron Good for one 
draft beer, Military Only. Expires 6-30-82. Red on 
wood. 


(AN CHORAGE): Photo Hut, 50¢ off on film pro- 
cessing, limit 1 per purchase. Black on wood. 


(ANCHORAGE): Betty & John Pressly. Good for a 
cup of coffee in Sweden with... July, 1971. Kind of 
an odd wood. Black on wood. 
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HATCHER PASS: Mother-Lode Cookhouse Sa- 
loon, 1984, good for one drink. Red on black. 


JUNEAU/TEN AKEE SPRINGS: Aideaa Hotel & 
Bar, Juneau; Tenakee Inn & Tavern. $1 off any drink. 
Black on wood. 


(KODIAK): EMS says save a life, Learn CPR, call 
486-SAVE. Black on wood. 


All submitted by Ken Rieck, I think.... 


MAVERICK: David Phillips has dug in and done 
the research. The Malamute Inn shown on page 23, 
March 2014, is from Baldwinsville, NY. Bummer! 
Also, David identified the portrait on the Denali 
Fairview Inn (Aug./ Sept. 2014, page 67) as Jimmy 
Sickler, the bar’s accountant! 


JIM ROBB’S PAPER POTPOURRI 


It is always good to here from Jim Robb as he usually has something interesting to add to the 
newsletter. Here we have a little river boat genealogy! 


A token is listed in Ron Benice’s “Alaska and Yukon Tokens” for the Gov. Pingree. It was owned by 
the Boston & Alaska Transportation Co., owned by David H. Pingree. The B&AT Co. also owned 
the Eldorado (anyone have an Eldorado token that matches the Gov. Pingree?). 


In 1899, the Eldorado was sold to the Yukon Flyer Transportation Co. The Gov. Pingree was also 
sold to the YFT Co. in 1900, and renamed the Bonanza King. 


While the river boats change companies, it =~ 
appears that David H. Pingree stayed on with { Yukon Flyer Cransportation Co. 
the new company, at least fora while as gen- 
eral manager, as his signature appears on a 
Pass for the year 1899. The Pass was issued | 

; Pass 
to James Adair. 


White Horse Rapids and Dawson, N. W. T. 


Wy, 
Account ZU e raw Zip 


The Bonanza King was sold to the White Pass Avail oa ey | 
& Yukon in 1901, and was last used fortrans- | L899 : LE: Ze tb 
portation in 1910. The Eldorado was sold to ; 
Capt. Ernest C. Miller in 1901 and broken 
up in 1903. 
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Jim also sent a “Time Check” for the Yukon Flyer Line, Ltd., shown at a slightly reduced size. It 
was for Arther Woodall, Chief Engineer of the Bonanza King. 


THE YUKON FLYER LINE, Ltd. 
TIME CHECK. ee 
Ae a sek —_ tH 
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THE TALE OF TOM'S TOOTH 


As noted in the last issue, I had to go to 
Seward to be a presenter, along with 
Kaye Dethridge and Irene Shuler, at the 
Alaska Historical Society’s annual meet- 
ing. The high point of the trip was a 
late breakfast with Kaye and Irene, and also Tom 


Dalrymple. 


During our meal, Tom made the comment that he had 
had an extraction the previous day, and slid a small 
plastic box across the table to me. It was a cute little 
box, with a tooth fairy on the top. Inside was a gold 
crown from one of Tom’s wisdom teeth. Some might 
say that this was not an appropriate meal time topic, 
but it was only the crown, no tooth. As he slid it 
across the table, he said “Make something for me.” 


Tom is an assistant professor of accounting at Kenai 
Peninsula College. After spending three days with 
him at the coin show at the Kenai Peninsula Fair in 
Ninilchik in August, I came to appreciate his sense 
of humor. I am sure he found this greatly entertain- 
ing. 


Driving to Anchorage to catch the flight back to 
Fairbanks, I was thinking about the tooth. About the 
only thing that Tom could even think I could make 
was a token. So, what kind of token? Let’s see. It 
was a wisdom tooth, so “WISDOM” something. 
“MAY YOU HAVE WISDOM.” The other side 
would simply be TOM’S TOOTH. 


I figured this would be easy. It was not. When melted 
into a button, because of the alloy of dental gold, the 
tooth had a very dark top surface. The lighter com- 
ponents go to the surface and oxidize. Various means 
were tried to remove this discoloration. Finally an 
acid bath was successful. 


Once the dark film was removed, I could start form- 
ing the button into a planchet using the screw press. 
After one or two presses, it must be annealed again 
to prevent cracks from forming around the edge. 


And the dark film was back, which means back into 
the acid. After several rounds of flattening, anneal- 
ing and acid bathing, the button was large enough to 
cover the dies. 
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This done, I set up the dies in the screw press and 
gave the swing arm a good throw. I looked at the 
results - very faint. It was so faint, I had a hard time 
reseating the token in the dies. I pressed it 4, 5, 6 
more times, and it was still faint. 


It was once again back to several rounds of anneal- 
ing, acid bathing and pressing. This procedure was 
followed at least four times before I gave up. It was 
as good as it was going to get. Besides, the dies were 
now bent our of shape. And so was I! This had 
taken four hours. 


And the lesson I learned was....don’t play with den- 
tal gold. It is too hard. 


I made silver tokens for Tom to go along with the 
gold (after all, he did pay for breakfast), and these 
pressed like butter! 


PORT EDWARD, B.C. 


Port Edward is 24KM from Prince Rupert, which is 
just south of the international boundary with Alaska. 
It is the site of a “Prince Rupert’s Premier Tourist 
Attraction,” the North Pacific Cannery National His- 
toric Site. 


So close to Alaska, I figured it deserved a mention. 


MOOSE CREEK 


In “Dictionary of Alaska Place Names” by Orth, there 
are 45 listings for a stream named Moose Creek. This 
Moose Creek is in the Bonnifield mining district. 


“Moose Creek is a small tributary of the Nenana from 
the east, joining that river about 10 miles above the 
Tanana Flats... The first production of consequence 
from this creek was in 1909, when it was reported 
that 100 ounces of gold were recovered during the 
last three weeks of the season... Seven men are re- 
ported to have been mining on this creek during 
1910." 


' The Bonnifield Region, Stephen R. Capps, USGS Bul- 
letin 501, 1912. 


Reported fineness is .830, but my specific gravity 
test indicates only about 80% pure. I purchased 1 
oz. On the first melt, there was a burn off of about 
2.5%. I made 18 tokens with about 23 grains left 
over. 


The die has a misplaced “D” from DWT under the 
ser ??.. 


These are available for $85 postpaid. Silver die tri- 
als are $8 postpaid. 


CHRISTINA PROSPECT 


The miner provided me with gold to make tokens for 
his personal use. These are identical to those already 
made. These additional 7 tokens brings the mintage 
to 32. 


SPARKLING CREEK, 


Where is the gold from? I always wonder if the miner 
tells me the truth. Only once have I determined that 
it was not from where I was told. When I ask where 
the gold is from, I have to decide if the miner is be- 
ing honest with me. When I asked one miner, and he 
said Lulu Creek, Idaho, I was pretty sure he was be- 
ing truthful. After all, I am in Alaska, and telling me 
gold is from Idaho is not going to really make me 
want to buy it. Well, in my case it did, but it would 
not have for any normal person. 


So when I asked where this gold was from and I was 
told Sparkling Creek, Yukon, I believed the miner. 
Why? Who in their right mind would pick Sparkling 
Creek if they were going to lie about where the gold 
was from? Bonanza Creek, Hunter Creek or any other 
well known creek, maybe, but not Sparkling Creek. 
Any doubt I had was satisfied when I found Spar- 
kling Creek on the listing of fineness for creeks in 
Yukon. 


Sparkling Creek is in the South Klondike placer area 
of the Dawson Mining District. It is about 110 miles 
south of Dawson. It is south of where the Stewart 
River enters the Yukon. Sparkling Creek enters the 
Yukon from the north, as the Yukon is flowing nearly 
east to west at this point. 


The fineness listing showed a fineness of .880. The 
GRC assay was .875. On the first melt, my specific 
gravity showed .868, so that is pretty close. Since the 
gold is from Yukon, I had to make a new reverse die, 
as well as the obverse die. 


From an ounce of gold, I made 18 tokens. These are 
available for $85. Silver die trials are available for 
$10 for the pair. Both postpaid in the U.S. For ship- 
ping to Canada, please call or email. 
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NUGGET CREEK 


One of twenty Nugget Creeks listed in Orth, this one 
is in the Fairbanks Mining District. 


“Nugget Creek is a tributary to Smallwood Creek, 
which is a tributary to the Little Chena River. The 
claims lie in the upper Nugget Creek valley in the 
northeast corner of the Fairbanks quadrangle. The 
upper part of Nugget Creek is covered with both 
placer and lode claims, which are owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. James Brumfield and Stanley Robertson, all of 
Fairbanks. The property is accessible by automobile 
via the Steese Highway, Steele Creek Road, and 
Gilmore Trail. The distance by road from Fairbanks 
is 15 miles. 


“The owners are employed in Fairbanks; they mine 
and prospect on the weekends and in the evenings. 
They use a small crawler-type tractor for stripping 
moss and one or two feet of overburden. The re- 
maining two to four feet of gravel is shoveled by hand 
into a 6 inch sluice box. They use water from Nug- 
get Creek for sluicing, and the amount of water is 
barely sufficient for the present scale of operations. 


“The deposits appear to be a combination of creek 
placer and residual placer. Much of the gold is fine; 
some is angular, and some is well rounded. Some of 
the bedrock is difficult to clean because the gold tends 
to settle in the fractures when the ground is disturbed.” 
- Robert Saunders, State Mining Engineer, 1963. 


Stanley Robertson was a well known Fairbanks nu- 
mismatist and Alaska token collector. He and his wife 
left Fairbanks about 1985. 


My neighbor mines on Nugget Creek. I had asked 
him to sell me a ounce of gold and he was kind enough 
to do so. They are mining the upper portion of Nug- 
get Creek and have finally hit some decent ground. 


Gold from Nugget Creek is reported to be .853 fine. 
My specific gravity was 17.42 indicating 87.05% gold 
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and 12.95% silver. An Xray Fluorescence analysis 
showed a fineness of .919. 


Quite a discrepancy, but I believe the XRF for two 
reasons: 1) to get the correct weight (greater than 24 
grains, less than 25 grains), I had to make the blanks 
thinner than any other gold I have worked with indi- 
cating it was denser and thus purer, and 2) when mak- 
ing a button to make the last token, and to melt the 
last of the gold, the usual dark film did not form on 
the surface. 


I started with .965 ounces. After the first melt, I had 
.938 ounces, a burnoff of only 2.8%. From this I 
made 18 tokens, with 6.4 grains left over. 


These are available for $85 postpaid. Silver die tri- 
als are $8 postpaid. 


There is the possibility that more will be made for 


the miners. These will be for their own use, and will 
be identical to those offered here. 


SLATE CREEK BIMETAL 


This past Feburary, I offered bimetal, native gold and 
native silver tokens from Slate Creek in the Rampart 
Mining District. I only had enough placer silver for 
10 tokens. 


The mining season is over, and the miners are com- 
ing into town. I was able to buy just under 1 ounce 
of placer silver. After the first melt, there was about 
a 25% burn off, leaving me enough silver to make 6 
more tokens. These are available for $145, postpaid. 
* * * * * * * 
As is evidenced on these pages, it has been a busy 
month. This is surprising because GRC is keeping 
their office open until December this year. All but 
the Sparkling Creek gold is due to personal contacts. 
I bought the ounce of Sparkling Creek gold, and then 
sent them over to GRC! 
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(EIELSON AFB): 168th Maintenance YYAMYAS, 
168th Repair & Reclaimation Shop Depot North. 
Blue, gray, red, yellow, black and white enamel on 
silver, 43mm. 
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(FT. WAINWRIGHT): Task Force 208 Field Artil- 
lery, Ist Stryker BCT, 25th Infantry Division. TF 
Automatic. Deployment coin for Operation Iraqi 
Fredom 08-09. Red, white, black, green and silver 
enamel on gold with clear coat, 51mm. 


(FT. WAINWRIGHT): Ist Stryker Brigade Com- 
bat Team, 25th Infantry Division. Re-enlisment coin, 
oath. Enamel is desert camo colors - gray, green, tan, 
brown on bronze(?), 76mm by 57mm. 


(FT. WAINWRIGHT): United States Army, 
America’s Arctic Warriors. Reenlistment coin, oath. 
Red, black, blue and white enamel on bronze, 51mm. 
(Illustrated at the top of the next column). 


MILITARY CHALLENGE 


COINS 


a 


FT. RICHARDSON & WAINWRIGHT: 793rd 
Military Police Battalion; 164th MP Co., 545th MP 
Co., 472nd MP Co., 28th MP Detachment. Green, 
yellow, brown and red on bronze, 50.5mm 


KODIAK: Commsta Kodiak, USCG Communica- 
tions Station, ET1 James Hopkins, BMC Richard 
Beusle (RET). Blue, white, red and black on silver, 
size unknown. 


(ALEUTIAN SERVICE): 7th Infantry Division 
Light, Masters of the night, Bayonet Division. Battle 
participations on the reverse, including the Aleutians. 
Brass, 40mm. 
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CHICKEN: Pedro Dredge. | oz. silver. Minted by 
Alaska Mint. 


FAIRBANKS: Club Manchu, 2712 Jessie St., Good 
for 1 Back Up Drink, “Where Friendly People Meet.” 
Gold on blue plastic, 28.5mm. 


JUNEAU: Wildfish, good for 1 fish. Black on wood. 
Very neat, perhaps hand lettered, perhaps not. 


(FAIRBANKS): Moneymaker’s Comet Club 
(Comet), Good for one well drink. Gold on yellow 
plastic, 38mm. 


JUNEAU: Dockside Jewelers. Small copy of St. 
Gaudens $20 gold coin, marked COPY and Replica! 
Brass, 22mm. 


JUNEAU: Heritage Coffee Co., 1 cup of coffee, 
black on wood. 


JUNEAU: Heritage Coffee Co., 1 Latte or Mocha. 
Three different plastic: pink, green and pale translu- 
cent white? All uniface with black printing, 39mm. KETCHIKAN: O’Dowds Pub, value on beer mug 
Some may have numbers on the back applied with a _ scratched out. White on green plastic, 39mm. 
marker. Illustrated at the top of the next column. 
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ALASKA RARE COINS 


P.O. BOX 72832 
FAIRBANKS, AK 99707 


email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


(907) 452-6461 


This list is mostly tokens listed in Ron Benice’s Alaska & Yukon Tokens, generally pre-statehood. The format followed 
is usually business name, denomination and Benice number. Conditions are generally not given unless there are some 
serious defect. Your serious and my serious may not be the same, so YOUR SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED 
AND ANYTHING MAY BE RETURNED WITHIN 7 DAYS. Established customers can have their orders shipped for 


payment upon receipt. This avoids refunds. Postage is a $5 for all orders. 


ADAK 
Marine Enlisted Club, 25¢, B-IcIV, cancelled 10.00 
ALASKAN ENGINEERING COMM. 
ALAKANUK AEC, 5¢ I/M, B-la 100.00 
Alstrom Trading, $1 I/M, B-1c 12.00 
As above, $20 I/M, B-le 20.00 ANCHORAGE 
As above, complete set of 6, B-1 a-f 80.00 AK Fed. of Blind, set of 2, B-2a& b 15.00 
Alpine Inn, set of 3, B-5 a-c 65.00 
ALASKA CENTRAL RATLWAY Anchorage Dairy, 1 Pt., B-7a 50.00 
ID or tool check, two small holes, B-1a 100.00 Anchorage Dairy, 1 Qt. B-7b 7.50 
Bert’s Liquor, 15 and 25¢, B-9 a and b 22.50 
ALASKA GASTINEAU MINING CO. Canteen Bar, 12'¢ I/T, B-10a 65.00 
A.G.M. Co. tool check, B-3al 8.00  Cheechako Tavern, 12'4¢, B-11bI 25.00 
As above, B-3b 30.00 CheechakoTavern, 12%¢ I/T, B-11bIV 25.00 
As above, B-3c 30.00 The Club, 12%¢ I/T, B-12al 20.00 
The Club, 12%¢ I/T, B-12b 25.00 
ALASKA HOME RAILWAY D&D Bar, 50¢ I/T, B-14b 10.00 
ID or tool check, B-4a 125.00 D&D Bar, $1 I/T, B-14d 10.00 
Fourth Ave. Liquor, 25¢ I/T, B-19a 20.00 
ALASKA RURAL REHAB. CORP. Hunter Bar & Smoke Shop, set of 3, B-21 a-c 25.00 
ARRC, 1¢, B-la, AU 80.00 Masonic Penny, B-28bI 125.00 
ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, Unc. 60.00 Union Club, set of 4, B-38 a-d 20.00 
ARRC, 10¢, B-1c, Proof-like Unc. 80.00 
ARRC, $5, B-1g, holed 20.00 BARROW 
ARRC, $10, B-1h, holed 20.00  Tony’s Recreation, set of 4, B-1 a-d 50.00 
BETHEL 
N.C. Co., 25¢, B-2a 80.00 
Olsen Bros., set of 3, B-3 a-c 18.00 
Oscar Samuelsen, set of 3, B-4 a-c 30.00 
BROOKS (LIVENGOOD) 
Livengood Inn, 25¢ I/T, B-2a 40.00 
Pioneer Pool Room, 25¢, B-5a 175.00 
CANDLE 
Keewalik Bar/Sourdough Roadhouse, 25¢ B-3a, 
———— front is faded. 100.00 


ARR Division of the Califormia Emergency 


Relief Administration. See page 60, Sept. 2007. 100.00 
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CHATANIKA 


Bingle Fritz, 25¢ I/T, B-la 25.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-1b 75.00 
Dempsey Hotel, N.G. Cox, 25¢, B-3a, dug 30.00 
As above, $1, B-3c, dug 30.00 
As above, set of 2, B-3 a and c 55.00 
CHENA 

B&K, 12%¢, B-la 125.00 
CHICHAGOFF 

Chichagoff Club, 5¢ I/T, B-la 25.00 
As above, 12%¢ I/T, B-1b 25.00 


Chichagoff Dev. Co., set of 4, B-2 a-d, with booklet 


covers 50.00 
As above, 5¢, 10¢ or 25¢, B-2 a,b,c 5.00 each 
CHISANA 
Lou Anderton, set of 4, B-1 a-d 100.00 
As above, $5 I/T only, B-1d 45.00 
CHITINA 
Navada Bar, 12'2¢, B-4a 100.00 
CIRCLE 
Collins & Strait, 10¢ I/T, B-1a, originalluster 150.00 
As above, not as nice 125.00 
CLEARY 
Fritz, no denomination, B-1a, dug 40.00 
Totem, 12'2¢, B-4a 50.00 
Willis & Welch, 25¢I/T, B-5a 25.00 
Eddie Willis, Good in Trade, B-6a, dug 40.00 
COPPER RIVER & NW RY. 

ID or tool check, B-7a 125.00 
CORDOVA 

Alaskan Hotel, 12'¢ I/T, B-2a 10.00 
Oscar Breedman, 6%¢ I/T, B-Sa 75.00 
Harry & Charlie, 5¢, B-14a 75.00 
Horseshoe, 6%¢ I/T, B-19a 75.00 
Horseshoe Liquor, 6'2¢, B-20a 65.00 
Old Crow, 6'4¢ I/T, B-31la 75.00 
Southern Club, 6'4¢ I/T, B-36a 60.00 
Windor Hotel, 64¢ I/T, B-41a, dug 75.00 
CRAIG 

Craig Inn, set of 3, B-2 a-c 45.00 
As above, 25¢ I/T, B-2b 10.00 
Lib’s & Jessies, 10¢, B-3a 10.00 
As above, 25¢ I/T, B-3b 10.00 
As above, set of 3, B-3 a-c 35.00 
DILLINGHAM 

Fisherman’s Co-Op, set of 5, B-3 a-d, faded 20.00 
As above, good color 30.00 
As above, 4 only, no variety 15.00 
As above, $25 Book 100.00 


DOUGLAS 

Douglas Cigar Store, 5¢ I/T, B-9a 80.00 
DUTCH HARBOR 

Officers Mess, set of 3, B-3 a,b,d 55.00 
DYEA 

W.A. & H., no denomination, B-4a, dug 50.00 
EAGLE 

Eagle Trading Co., $5 book, B-le 75.00 
EEK 

Gill McIntyre, 50¢. B-1b 50.00 


As above, set of 3, B-1 a-c. The 25¢ is beat up and 


the $1 has a small hole. Not pretty. 200.00 
EIELSON AFB 
NCO Open Mess Rocker Club, 50¢ I/T, B-5a 15.00 
ELMENDORF AFB 
Civilian Club, set of 4, B-1 abcf 40.00 
NCO Open Mess, $1 I/T, B-2a 5.00 
NCO Open Mess, $1 I/T, B-2b 5.00 
EXCURSION INLET 
A. & PS.C. Co., 5¢ I/T, B-la 10.00 
As above, 10¢ I/T, B-1b 10.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-1d 10.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-1d with “K” counterstamp 15.00 
As above, set of 4, B-1 a-d 40.00 
FAIBANKS 
BPOE 551, Bingo Darts, 50¢ I/T, B-5a 5.00 


The California, Bill & Fred, bronzed watch fob 
with Elks emblem. Bronzed lead. A great 
Elks item, as well as a fob issued by a well 


known token issuer with other “go-withs.” 350.00 
Chisolm & Hall, 12'¢, I/T, B-12a 100.00 
Creamer’s Dairy, 1 Quart, B-13b 5.00 
Fairbanks Public Schools, Milk, B-18a 10.00 


Fairview Hotel Pool Room, 25¢ I/T, B-19a, dug 25.00 


Hall’s Bookstore, 12%¢ I/T, B-24b 150.00 
Horseshoe Cigar Store (spinner), You Pay 45.00 
Horseshoe Cigar Store encased cent 90.00 
L.A. Meyer, 25¢ I/T, B-35a 100.00 
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FAIRBANKS, cont. 

Nevada Bar, 5¢, B-37a 

Pastime Cigar Store, set of 3, B-44 a-c 
Pioneer Hotel, 5¢ I/T, B-45al 

As above, 10¢, B-45b 

As above, 25¢ I/T, B-45c 

Smoke House, 50¢, B-53c 

Riverside & Wonder Bars, 75¢ I/M unl. 
Zapel’s Restaurant, 10¢ I/T, B-58a 


FALSE PASS 
PE. Harris, 25¢ I/T, B-1c, dark, corroded 


FIRE ISLAND 
NCO Open Mess, 50¢ I/T, B-1dI 


FLAT 

Joe Parker, 25¢ I/T, B-3a 

FORT RICHARDSON 

Officers Open Mess, 50¢, B-4a, hole cancelled 


FORT GREELY 


NCO Open Mess, $5 Book, B-1 a-c, can., paper 


As above, 5¢ and 25¢, B-1 al, cl 

As above, set of 3, B-1 al, bI, cl, uncancelled 
NCO Open Mess, $5 book, B-1 a-c, can., card. 
As above, 5¢ and 25¢, B-1 all, cll 


FORT WAINWRIGHT 

49 Open Mess, $5 book, B-2 a-c, cancelled 
As above, 5¢, B-2a 

As above, 25¢, B-2c 

As above, 5¢, B-2a uncancelled 

As above, 25¢, B-2c uncancelled 

As above, set of 2, B-2 a and c uncan. faded. 


FORT YUKON 
Fort Yukon Hotel, 25¢ I/T, B-4a 


GALENA 
Nollner, 25¢, B-la 


GAMBELL 

Reindeer Comm. Co., 1¢, B-la 
As above, 5¢, B-1b 

As above, 10¢, B-1c 


HAWK INLET 
PE. Harris, 5¢ I/T, B-la 


HOONAH 

Hoonah Pkg. Co., set of 5, B-1 a-e (dI) 
As above, 5¢ I/T, B-la 

As above, 10¢ I/T, B-1b 

As above, 50¢ I/T, B-IdI 

As above, 50¢ I/T only, B-1dIII 

As above, $1 I/T, B-le 

Icy Straits Pkg. Co., set of 4, B-2 a-d 


10.00 
25.00 
35.00 
35.00 
25.00 
350.00 
15.00 
10.00 


200.00 


15.00 


25.00 


5.00 


75.00 
8.00 
15.00 
75.00 
8.00 


100.00 
5.00 
5.00 
6.00 
6.00 
5.00 


30.00 


100.00 


5.00 
5.00 
5.00 


100.00 


80.00 
12.00 
20.00 
30.00 
40.00 
40.00 
80.00 


HYDER 
The Bungalow, 25¢ I/T, B-2a 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-2b 


INDIAN MOUNTAIN 
708 NCO Open Mess, set of 3, B-1 al, bl, cl 
As above, 25¢ I/T, B-IcI 


JUNEAU 

Alaskan Hotel Bar, 64¢ I/T, B-2al 

As above, B-2all 

Burford’s Corner, 50¢ I/T, B-12c 

Elks Club, 12'%¢ I/T, B-19bI 

Imperial Cigar Store, 6’4¢ I/T, B-29a 
As above, 12%¢ I/T, B-29b 

Juneau Dairies, set of 3 paper chits, B-33 a-c 
Juneau Douglas Schools, % pint milk, B-34a 
Juneau Drug, 5¢ I/T, B-35a 

Hotel Juneau, set of 3, B-37.1 a-c 
(Juneau) Schools, 2 Pint milk, B-40alI 
AH. King, 50¢ I/T, B-42c 

The Mecca, 6'%4¢ I/T, B-50b 

As above, dug and cleaned 

New York Exchange, 5¢ I/T, B-53a 

As above, 6%¢ I/T, B-53bI 

As above, 10¢ I/T, B-53cII 

Nugget, 12'%¢ I/T, B-54b 

Occidental Hotel, 12'’2¢ Drinks, B-56b 
As above, 12'%¢ I/T, B-56c 

San Francisco Bakery, 1 Loaf, B-65a 
Tony’s Comet, 12'4¢ I/T, B-69a 

Tony’s Place, 12'4¢ I/T, B-70a 

Anita Garnick encased cent, bent, rough 


KATALLA 
The Northern, no denom., B-5a, cleaned 


KENNECOTT COPPER CORP. 
K.C.C., brass tag, B-9a 
Kennecott Dairy bottle cap 


KETCHIKAN 

Abercrombie’s, 2¢ I/T, B-la 

Arctic Club Rooms, 25¢ I/T, B-4a 
Bingle Club, 12'4¢, set of 3, B-5.2 a-c 
Blue Fox Pup, set of 4, B-6 a,c,d,e 

As above, 5¢ I/T, B-6a 

As above, 25¢ I/T, B-6c 

As above, 50¢ I/T, B-6d 

As above, $1 I/T, B-6e 

FOE, Mon. Thurs., B-14a 

Finzel’s Billiard Parlor, 5¢ I/T, B-15all, dug 
The Hub, 25¢ I/T, B-19a 

Lodge 224, 5¢, B-25a 

T.N. Kushi, 5¢ I/T, B-27a 

As above, 25¢ I/T, B-27b 

Lange’s, 25¢ I/T, B-29b 
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18.00 
18.00 


40.00 
15.00 


15.00 
15.00 
75.00 
30.00 
15.00 
35.00 
80.00 
10.00 
300.00 
85.00 
10.00 
12.00 
80.00 
50.00 
25.00 
10.00 
25.00 
10.00 
65.00 
95.00 
40.00 
100.00 
100.00 
10.00 


295.00 


25.00 
3.00 


15.00 
40.00 
250.00 
50.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
40.00 
10.00 
60.00 
10.00 
350.00 
25.00 
25.00 
20.00 


KETCHIKAN, cont. 


Lange’s $1 I/T, B-29c 40.00 
Lange’s $1 I/T, B-29d 22.00 
Lotus Buffet, 64¢ I/T, B-31c 50.00 
The Mint, 12%¢ I/T, B-33a 35.00 
Nelson Hotel, $1 I/T, B-34b 25.00 
Pastime Cigar Store, set of 3, B-40 a-c 30.00 
As above, 5¢ I/T, B-40a 10.00 
As above, 10¢ I/T, B-40b 10.00 
“Pp”, 10 Pts., B-41a 10.00 
As above, 20 Pts., B-41b 10.00 
As above, 100 Pts, B-41c 10.00 
As above, set of 3, B-41 a-c 25.00 
Pioneer Bar, 10 Pts., B-43a 10.00 
Pioneer Bar Card Room, 10 Pts., B-44b 10.00 
As above, 100 Pts., B-44e 20.00 
Pioneer Pool Hall, $1 I/T, B-46c 20.00 
Pioneer Pool Room, 10¢ I/T, B-47a 20.00 
Quality Bakery, Sm. Loaf, B-48a 30.00 
Scoug’s Place, 25¢ I/T, B-56b 10.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-56b 10.00 
Stedman Hotel, 12'2¢ I/T, B-60aI 20.00 
As above, 12'4¢ I/T, B-60all 20.00 
KOBUK 

Harry Brown, set of 3, B-1 a-c 35.00 
As above, 25¢ I/T, B-la 10.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-1b 10.00 
KODIAK 

B&B, | booze of beer, B-1b 10.00 
Marine Enlisted Clut, set of 2, B-7 all & clI 10.00 
As above, set of 2, B-7 al & cl 20.00 
As above, bur colors faded out 5.00 
Mecca Bar, $1 I/T, B-9b 10.00 
NOB Kodiak, no denom., B-10b 15.00 
Solly’s, 1 Snort, B-13a 5.00 
Solly’s, 1 Snort, B-13b 5.00 
KOTZEBUE 

Ferguson Stores, 25¢ I/T, B-la 20.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-1b 20.00 


KWIGUK 

Alstrom, complete set of 6, B-1, a-f. The 25¢ is worn, 
dented and edge clipped, the 50¢ is worn with a 
hole in the center, and the $1 is very worn. This 
is very typical for this set, unlike the Alstrom 
Alstrom Alakanuk set that is encountered in BU! 


The higher denominations are OK. 50.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-1b, worn, edge notched 5.00 
As above, $5 I/T, B-1d 10.00 
As above, $10 I/T, B-1f 5.00 
LADD A.F.B. 
449th Airmen’s Club, set of 3, B-2, a-c 15.00 
As above, 5¢, B-2a 5.00 
As above, 10¢, B-2b 5.00 


LATOUCHE 

J.W. Little, 12'4¢ I/T, native copper, B-2a 125.00 
McCARTHY 

Golden Hotel, 12'%¢ I/T, B-2a, a hoard token 25.00 
As above, 25¢ I/T, B-2bg 25.00 
Johnson Hotel, 12'¢ I/T, B-4a 35.00 
Gustave Priesenr, 10¢ I/T, B-SbII 125.00 
MILLER HOUSE 

Miller House Bar, one drink, B-la 5.00 
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE 

Sheppard Trd. Co., set of 6, B-1 a-f 100.00 
As above, 50¢ I/M, B-1b 10.00 
MURPHY DOME 

Murphy Dome Gold, 25¢, B-la 5.00 
Open Mess, 10¢, B-2b 10.00 
NCO OM, 5¢ I/T, B-3a 10.00 
NCO OM, 25¢ I/T, B-3d 10.00 
NENENA 

Alfred P.J. Ghezzi, 25¢ I/T, B-3all 22.00 
Smoke House, 25¢ I/T, B-7a, peeling 25.00 
NOME 

Alaska, Lead Pencil, B-2a 90.00 
Arctic, 12'¢ I/T, B-4a 35.00 


The Bank, Harry-Fredd, 12'4¢ I/T, B-6b (oval) 350.00 
The Columbia, 1 Drink, B-17a 140.00 
The Hoffman, (12'2¢), B-26a 100.00 
The Lacey, 12'2¢, B-29a, pretty beat up, legible 225.00 


Lomen Bros., 25¢ I/T, B-30a, egde damage 150.00 
New Lincoln Bar, 50¢ I/T, B-36a, fired as most 50.00 
Nome Novelty, 25¢ in cash, B-38all 325.00 
North Pole Bakery, 10¢ on meal ticket, B-39b —- 120.00 
Polet Stores, set of 4 fiber, B-41, b,d,fi 45.00 
As above, 5¢ I/T, B-41a 5.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-41g 30.00 
As above, $1 I/T, B-41h 70.00 
NOORVIK 

Cooperative Store, set of 6, B-1 a-f 100.00 
As above, 10¢ I/T, B-1b 10.00 
As above, 25¢ I/T, B-Ic 10.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-1d 10.00 
As above, $1 I/T, B-le 10.00 
As above, $5 I/T, B-1f 30.00 
PALMER 

ARRC - See ARRC 

Moose Lodge, 50¢ I/T, B-2a 20.00 
Moose Lodge, 50¢ I/T, B-2b 20.00 
Palmer Bar, 50¢ I/T, B-4b 30.00 
Elks Lodge, 50¢ I/T, B-6a 30.00 


PETERSBURG 

OK’s Place, 5¢, B-7a 50.00 
OK’s Place, 10¢, B-7b 50.00 
PORT ALEXANDER 

John Jacobosen, 12'’¢ I/T, B-3a 15.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-3b 15.00 
T.J. Jacobsen, $1 I/T, B-4b 20.00 
Pastime Card Room, 5¢ I/T, B-5a 100.00 
SAVOONGA 

Reindeer Comm. Co., set of 5, B-1 a-e 25.00 
As above, your choice, 1¢ to 25¢, B-1 a-d 5.00 each 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-le 10.00 
SELDOVIA 

Cash Store, 5¢, B-Sa 50.00 
SEWARD 

American Legion, 25 (cents), B-la 5.00 
The Branch, 12%¢ I/T, B-3b 450.00 
The Northern, 12'4¢ I/T, B-8a (oval), cleaned 175.00 
As above, 12'2¢ I/T, B-8bI, nice chocolate brn. 75.00 


As above, 12'%¢ I/T, B-8bII, original mit red, nicest 


we have seen. 270.00 
As above, 12'4¢ I/T, B-8bVI, damaged 20.00 
The Palace, 12'2¢ I/T, B-9c 45.00 
Seward Bar, 12'¢ I/T, B-14a 45.00 
Solly’s, 1 Snort, B-16a 5.00 
Solly’s, 1 snorth, B-16b 5.00 
SHISHMAREF 
Native Store, 5¢ I/T, B-la 5.00 
As above, 25¢ I/T, B-1c 7.00 
SHEMYA 
NCO Open Mess, 5¢ I/T, B-2a 10.00 
NCO Open Mess, 50¢ I/M, B-2gI 10.00 
As above, $1 I/M, B-2kII 12.00 
SITKA 
American Legion, 25¢ I/M, B-2a 10.00 
As above, $1 I/T, B-2b 10.00 
As above, set of 3, B-2 a-c 35.00 
Elks Club, set of 3, B-7 a-c, 1957. 30.00 
Sitka Elks Lodge, B-7d, front faded 20.00 
R. Witz, 5¢ I/T, B-17a 80.00 
SKAGWAY 
J.F. Anderson, 25¢ I/T, B-1b 25.00 
BPOE, no denom., B-2a 50.00 
As above, B-2b 50.00 
As above, 12'4¢ at buffet, paper, B-2c 25.00 
Board of Trade, 12'2¢, B-4d 150.00 
Perry Hern, set of 3, B-12 a-c 15.00 
Idaho Saloon, 10¢ I/T, B-14a 15.00 
As above, set of 3, B-14 a-c 50.00 
McCreedy & Elliott, set of 7, B-16 a-g 150.00 
As above, $5 I/M, B-16f 40.00 


Mascotte, 5¢ I/T, B-17a 80.00 
Mascot Saloon, 12'%¢ I/T, B-17c 30.00 
PC. Co., no denom., B-19a 25.00 
Pullen House, one meal, B-22a 15.00 
Seattle Saloon, 12'¢ I/T, B-23al 100.00 
Shamrock Beer Parlor, 12’2¢, B-24a 45.00 
SPARREVOHN 

719th ACW Sqdn., set of 4, B-1 b,d,f,h 75.00 
SPENARD 

Eagles Bingo Darts, $5 I/T, B-1b 8.00 
Friendly Fireside Lounge, 65¢, B-2b 10.00 
As above, 70¢, B-2c 10.00 
As above, 85¢, B-2e 10.00 
SNUG HARBOR 

Pioneer Canneries, $1.25 Box, B-2a 45.00 
TALKEETNA 

The Fairview, 12'2¢ I/M, B-2a 45.00 
H.W.N., 50¢ I/T, B-3b 45.00 
TANANA 

E. Marcotte, 25¢ I/T, B-Sa, a little corrossion. 800.00 
TELLER 

North Star Merch., 25¢ I/T, B-2b 30.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-2c 30.00 
As above, $1 I/T, B-2d 35.00 
Teller Comm. Co., 5¢ I/T, B-3al 5.00 
As above, 25¢ I/T, B-3b 10.00 
As above, 50¢ I/T, B-3c 10.00 
As above, $1 I/T, B-3d, small center hole 10.00 
Half Bottle Whiskey fantasy 5.00 
TENAKEE 

Tillicum Club, 12%¢ I/T, B-5b 150.00 
THANE 

A.G.M. Club Room, 12'4¢, B-la 20.00 
AK Gastineau Mining Co., 5¢, B-2b 20.00 
As above, 10¢, B-2c 20.00 
TREADWELL 

T Club Cigar Store, 6'4¢ I/T, B-lall 295.00 
TONSINA 

Jake Nafsted, 12'2¢ I/T, B-1a, original luster 40.00 
VALDEZ 

C.M. Day, 6'4¢, B-5a 150.00 
I&B, no denom., B-9a, dug 100.00 
Pinzon, 5¢ I/T, B-16all, dirty 10.00 
As above, 15¢ I/T, B-16cI 15.00 
As above, 15¢ I/T, B-16clII, dirty 10.00 
Copper Block, 12'2¢ trade ck., B-4a, nice brown 60.00 
As above, 12%¢ I/T, B-4b 45.00 
Northern, 6'4¢, B-15a 60.00 
Pioneers of Alaska, set of 4, B-18, a,b,c,e 125.00 
Valdez Hotel, 6%¢, B-21a 80.00 
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WRANGELL 


Ft. Wrangel Beer Hall, 5¢, B-3a 100.00 
YAKUTAT 

Y & S RyCo., $1 I/T, B-3d 250.00 
YES BAY 

AK Pacific Fisheries, 5¢ I/T, B-3a 60.00 
As above, 10¢ I/T, B-3b 50.00 
As above, $1 I/T, B-3e 75.00 
TRANSPORTATION TOKENS 
ANCHORAGE 

City Transit, one fare, B-Tla 1.00 
As above, 10¢ Fare, B-T1b 6.00 
Public Transit, B-T2a 1.00 
Public Transit, B-T2b 5.00 
Area Transit, 25¢, B-T4a 4.00 
As above, 50¢, B-T4b 6.00 
Bus Token, B-T5a 3.00 
BARROW - NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH 

Public Tranist, one fare, B-T2a 5.00 
As above, B-T2b 3.00 
COOPER LANDING 

Russian River Ferry, return trip, B-T1d 8.00 
FAIRBANKS 

Alaska Coachways, Eielson AFB, B-Tla 40.00 
Alaska Overland, one fare, B-T2a 1.00 
Public Transit, one fare, B-T5a 2.00 
As above, B-T5c 2.00 
As above, B-T5d 2.00 
As above, B-T5e 5.00 
As above, set of 12, B-T5, f-q 20.00 


University Bus Lines, 15¢ I/transportation, B-T7a 20.00 


JUNEAU 

Capital Transit, one fare, B-Tla 3.00 
As above, B-T1b 2.00 
Haida Cab, .25¢, B-T3a 10.00 
Juneau Transit, one fare, B-T4a 5.00 
Taku Glacier Taxi, $2.50, B-T5a 10.00 
KETCHIKAN 

Alaska Cab, Full Fare, B-Tla 50.00 
Herring Cove Transit, B-T2al 5.00 
N.S.T., Childs Fare, B-T3a 8.00 
Northern Bus, one fare, B-T4bI 10.00 
As above, B-T4bII 5.00 
As above, B-T4be 15.00 
As above, B-T4d 20.00 
White Cab, one stage fare, B-TSal 8.00 
As above, B-TSall 8.00 


KODIAK 

Brown Bear Bus, return fare, B-Tla 25.00 
SITKA 

Baranof Bus, one fare, B-T2a 12.00 
WACKER 

Wacker Transportation, Fare, B-T3al 12.00 
PRISON TOKENS 

Spring Creek, 10 40.00 
Spring Creek, 25 100.00 
Spring Creek, 100 40.00 
Wildwood, 5 40.00 
Wildwood, 10 40.00 
Wildwood, 25 40.00 
RAINIER BEER 

Alaska’s Favorite, encased cent, some dents 25.00 


YUKON 


These Yukon tokens are available for trade for a token that 
I need on a value for value basis, whether it may be | to 1 
or 2 of these for 1 of yours. 


DAWSON 

B&M, 12'2¢, B-4a 100.00 
L. Briar’s Cigar Store, 25¢, B-5a 400.00 
Commerce Saloon, 25¢, B-6a 950.00 
Davies & Frey, 12'4¢, B-7a, dug, not bad 75.00 
Dawson City Opera House, 25¢, B-8a, worn, 

numbers scratched into the surface. 500.00 
Delmonte, no denom., B-9b 350.00 
As above with large hole in center 100.00 
Dewey & Jensen, 12’2¢, B-10a 250.00 
Floridora, 25¢, B-lla 500.00 
Kilgore & Landahl, no denom., B-14a 100.00 
M&N Bar & Billiard, 25¢, B-15a 400.00 
McHenry & Drake, 25¢, B-16a 350.00 
Monte Carlo, 25¢, B-17a 500.00 
Palace Cigar Store, A. Smith. Previously thought 

to be from Fairbanks. A dug token found with 

Cleary and Dyea tokens at Chatanika, AK. 

Very corroded but identifiable. 100.00 
Tanana Hotel, 25¢, B-21la 150.00 
WHITEHORSE 
J.R. Alguire, 25¢, B-la 100.00 


Taylor, Drury & Pedlar, 50¢ I/T, B-7b, worn, bent 12.00 


TULSEQUAH, B.C. 
Polaris Taku Mining Co., 5¢, 10¢ and 25¢ chits. 


Up river from Juneau. Set of 3 5.00 
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Alaska... Big Creek 42 Communications Flight 26 

Army Guard Aviation 51 Bimetal token 15,53 Community & Technical College 34 

Bureau of Wildlife Enforce. 26 Breakers Bar 41 Cook Inlet Exploration Bicent. 5 

Generic Poker Chips 79 Bremner, Alison O. 82 Cook Inlet Native Association 25 

Highway 48,58 Boeing 7 Cordova, AK 22,23,39 

Highway News 48 Boggs, Jordon Wesley 41 Crossroads Lounge 49 

Medal DVD 2 Bohn, CF. 77 CTC. 34 

Packers Association 69 Bois Durci 60 Dawson, Yukon 17,33,41 

Precious Metals 41 Bonanza King (river boat) 85. Dawson Creek (City?), YT 59 

Purchase Centennial 25 Book Cache 32 Dawson Creek, BC 48 

iy Recovery Center 51 Boon Dox Bar 64 Day’s of ‘98 60 

International SeniorGames 63 British Columbia... see Denali, AK 66,70 

Statehood, 15th Anniversary 61 Dawson Creek Denali Fairview Inn 67 

om State Seal, wood 32 Fort Nelson Deli, The 61 

State Troopers 25 Fort St. John Del-Roi’s Bar & Liquor 39 

Traverse Party 46 Port Edward Delta Jct., AK 59 
Alaskan Hotel & Bar 84 Steamboat Mtn. Lodge DET 3 51 
Aleutian Islands 49 Buckland 7 Diamond Tooth Gertie’s 33 
Aleutian Service 89  “Buffalos” 8 Disneyland 43 
Alyeska Service Ctr. 5 Buffalo Center Drive-in59 Dockside Jewelry 90 
Ambler, Ak 7 Butte, AK 39 Drop Hammer 32,52 
Anchorage, AK California, The 24 Drop Inn Lounge 22 

5,7,10,14,22,23,32,39,49,69,84 Cape Horn 25 Eagles (FOE)... 
Anchorage School District 69 Car Wash 50 Aerie 25 (Skagway) 79 
Anchor Bar 22 Central, AK 66 Aerie 1971 (Valdez) 33 
Antarctica 25,28 Challenge Coins 7,26,34,51,89 (Aerie) 3525 (Kenai) 33 
Antlers & Ivory 14 Chandalar Gold Mines, Inc. 43 East Park Christian School 84 
ARC 51 Channel Club 59 Eielson AFB 89 
Arctic... Check 69 Eileson H.S. Ravens 39 

Bar (Ketchikan) 79 Chena Milling, Smelting and Eldorado (river boat) 85 

Circle 34 Refining Co. 53 Elks (BPOE) 

Eagles 51 Chicken, AK 90 1351 (Anchorage) 50 

Native Brotherhood 61 Christina Mining 6 1773 (Seward) 50 

Medic 51. ChristinaProspect 6,87 Elmendorf AFB, AK 34,51 

Talons 51 Chits 3,37,50,55,57,69 EMS 84 

Warriors 34 Cigarette 3 Endicott (North Slope) 

Watch 26 Clarke Cleaners 48 Eskimo Olympics 61 
Armed Services YMCA 7,51 Club, The 41 Excursion Inlet, AK 37 
Army Air Force Exchange Ser. 51 Club Manchu 90 Fairbanks, AK 
Asylum, The 78 CPR 84 5,9,19,22,34,40,41,61,63,69,70,90 
Attu, AK 1 CoA 7 Fairbanks Coin Club 9 
Aviation Task Force Alaska 51 Coal Dollar 75 Fairview Inn 67 

— A67 25. Code Talkers 31 First Bank of Valdez 69 
Back Door Lounge 67 Coke (Coca-Cola) 3 Fleet Club 1 
Baker Creek 32 Comet Club 61,90 Food Stamp Token 41 
Bechtler Gold 21 Command Master at Arms 26 Ford Motor Company 4] 
Beer 1,3. Commander’s Coin for Excellene 7 Fort Greely, AK (Delta Jct.) 7 
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Fort Greely, AK (Kodiak) 55 
Fort Nelson, BC 48 
Fort Richardson, AK 34,89 
Fort St. John, BC 48 
Fort Wainwright, AK 7,26,34,89 
Franklin Mint 61 
Friendly Fireside Lounge 10 
General Refining Corp. 66 
Glacier Smoothie Soap Co. 78 
Glaeser, Ronald DDS 39 
Golden North Lodge (Rebekah) 70 
Gold King Creek 16 
Gold medal 5,61 
Gold Rush Festival 41 
Gold token 6,15,16,32,43,86,87,88 
Gold & Silver token 15,53 
GRC 66 
Great American Places 61 
Green, David 22 
Greenland.... see 

Thule 
Greenland 53 
Ground-based Midcourse Defence 

Program Team 7 
Gussie L- Amour 84 
Haslacher, Fannie J. 70,74 
Hatcher Pass, AK 84 
Heritage Coffee 90 
Hoard Alert 58,71 
Homer, AK 39 
Horseshoe Cigar Store 19 
Hutton & Pearse 17 
Iceland...see 

Keflavik 

NAS Keflavik 
Iceworm Festival 23,39 
Iditarod race 41 
Ingersoll Hotel 41 
Ivester, Mike 32,52 
Jim Robb’s Paper Potpourri 85 
Joe’s Auto Parts 23 
Jozefiak, Richard 2 
Juneau, AK 

17,22,33,50,59,60,61,78,79,84,90 
Juneau Shrine Club 50 
Juneau S.S.Co. 33 
Juneau Steamboat Co. 59 
K.K.C.R. & C 61 
Keflavik, Iceland 26,34 
Kenai, AK 22,33,67 
Kenai Peninsula Fair 67,68 
Kenai Joes 22 
Ketchikan, AK 32,33,41,79,90 
Kiana, AK 7 
Kivilina, AK 7 
Kluane Lake, Yukon 58 
Kobuk, AK 7 


Kodiak, AK 7,51,84,89 
Koons, Billy 24 
Kotzebue, AK 7 
Lamendola, Dr. 39 
Law Enforcement Academy 34 
Lee, Mons 49 
Legal Department 26 
Lens Unlimited 8 
Lesh for State House 23 
Livengood, AK 5 
Livengood Camp 5 
Lucky Lady Bar 22 
Malamute Inn 23,84 
Mall at Sears, The 23 
Manley Hot Springs, AK 66 
Manley Lodge 66 
Manley Roadhouse 66 


Marine Corps Security Forces 26 


Maverick 22,23,70,77,84 
McCaw Telepage Teleanswer 61 
MCSF 26 
Midnight Sun 53 
Miniature Bloomers 19,49 
Military 7,26,34,37,51,55,57,84,88 
Miller, John 58 
Milne Point (North Slope) 50 
Miner’s Picnic 66 
Moneymaker’s Comet Club 90 
(MONEY TO BURN 
14,23,32,39,48,58,84 
Moose Creek gold token 87 
Moose Lodge... 
700 (Juneau) 22 


Mother Lode Cookhouse Saloon 84 
Mt. McKinley Harley-Davidson 
66,70 


Mule 25 
Munson’s, Billy 24 
Nansen, Fridtjof 25 
Narrows, The 
NAS Attu 1 
NAS Keflavik 26,34 
NAT&T 40 
NATO Sat Comm. 26 
Naval Air Transport 1 
Naval Air Station 3 
Navy Birthday Ball 34 
Navy 163 1 
Nelson’s Home Hardware 58 
Nevada (token) 70 
Nick Gray Memorial 25 
Ninilchik, AK 67 
Noorvik, AK 7 
Nome, AK 41,61 
Nondalton, AK Al 
North American Transporation 

& Trading Co. 40 


98 


North Pacific Fisheries Training 
Center 7 
North Pole, AK 39 
North Pole H.S. Patriots 39 
North Slope, AK 50 
Northstar (North Slope) 50 
Northway, AK 58 
Northway Airport Ent. 58 
Nugget Creek gold token 88 
Nursing, Dept. of 51 
O’Dowds Pub 90 
Ole’s Pub 39 
One Ounce Silver 7,32,41,50,52,90 
Operation Arctic Care 7 
Order of the Blue Nose 34 
Pacific Coast & Norway Pkg. Co. 22 
Parks Bros. 41 
Pathfinder 5 
Pearse, Hutton & 17 
Pedro Dredge 90 
Petersburg, AK 22,41 
Phillips, David 14,23,32,84 
Photo Hut 84 
Pine Valley, Yukon 58 
Pingree, David 85 
Pingree, Gov. (river boat) 85 
Pioneer Bar 33 
Pioneer Club 5 
Pioneer Memorial Park 25 
Pirates of the Caribbean 43 
Point Hope, AK 7 
Polet, A. 17 
Port Edwards, BC 86 
POW 37 
Powery, Mrs. J. 70 
Pressly, Betty & John 84 


Prices Realized 
4,11,20,29,38,44,47,56,65,74,83 


Prisoners of War 37 
Prudhoe Bay, AK 50 
Racing Pigs 68 
Ration Coupon 1,3 
Red Dog Saloon 17,78,79 
Rieck, Ken 14 
Roadhouse Lodge 59 
Rosenbalm, Red 49 
Rothman, Stu 8 
Ruby, AK 77 
Russian America Fantasy coins 42 
S&N 41 
Salcha, AK 64 
Salchaket, AK 24 
Satellite Ground Terminal 26 
Scrip 60 
Search & Rescue 51 
Selawik, Ak 7 
SerendipiTea 23 
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Sergeants Club 57 
Seward, AK 5,76 
Seward Hotel > 
Ship’s Store 1 
Shungnak, AK 7 


Silver Foam Recreation Parlor 44 


Sitka, AK 44,59 
Skagway, AK 79 
Skagway Brewing Co. 79 
Slate Creek (Rampart), AK —-15,88 
Sno Shu Inn 64 
Sparkling Creek, YT gold token 87 
Spoon 63,74 
Spring Creek Correctional Ctf. 76 
SSBN 732 Alaska ei 
Staff Judge Advocate 26 
Starlite Lounge 58 
Steam Boat Mtn. Lodge 48 
Striking Gold in Alaska, Sthed. 62 
Stryker 7 
Submarine 7 
Subway 39 
Summer Road Trips 6 
Summit Lake, AK 39 
Summit Lake Lodge 39 
Sunset Chevron 48 
Sweden 84 
Taku Store 78 
Talkeetna, AK 67 
Tanana Quartz and Hydraulic 
Mining Co. 40 
Tenakee Inn & Tavern 84 
Tenakee Springs, AK 84 
TF 49 51 
Thane Orehouse 61 
Tillikum Club 31 


STRIKING GOLD 
IN ALASKA 


Making tokens from placer gold 


Dick Hanscom 
Sth Edition 


Thule, Greenland 26,51 
Thule Tracking Station 51 
Thunderbird (car) 41 
Tinnah 82 
Tlingit Warriors Code Talkers 31 
Tobin Creek, Chandalar 71 
Tok, AK 58 
Tom’s Tooth gold token 86 
Tonan Maru 2 28 
Tonka, AK 22 
Top of the World Club 26 
Treasure Chest Jewelers 48 
United States Coast & Geodetic 
Survey 5,46 
USA Meddac 51 
USC&GSS Pathfinder 5 
U.S. Army Motion Picture Serv. 55 
U.S. Coast Guard 7,51,89 
USCG Communications Station 7,89 
Valdez, AK 31,33,69 
Valley Chevron Car Wash 50 
Walton, Rudolph 70,74 
Westmark Tok Hotel 58 
Whaling Factory Ship 28 
Whitehorse, Yukon 58 
Wildfish 90 


Wild Goose Mining & Trading 40 
Wildwood, AK 58,71 
Wildwood (Air Force Station) 58,71 
Wildwood NCO Club 58,71 
Wooden tokens 14,23,32,39,58,59, 

64,66,67,68,77,78,79,84,90 


Wrangell, AK 59 
Yakutat, AK 23 
Yakutat & Southern Railway 23 
Yellow Cab 5 


The 5th edition of Dick Hanscom’s 
book, “Striking Gold in Alaska, mak- 
ing tokens from placer gold,” is now 
available. In it you will find his con- 
tinuing adventures of turning placer 
gold into tokens, as well as informa- 
tion on playing with other metals. 


This 190 page book is fully illustrated 
in black and white with color covers. 
It follows the process from raw mate- 
rial to finished product. Much infor- 
mation from U.S.G.S. bulletins is in- 
cluded about the sources of the gold. 


Available for $18 postpaid from: 
Alaska Rare Coins 


P.O. Box 72832 
Fairbanks, AK 99707 


99 


YMCA 
Yukon...see 
Dawson 
Kluane Lake 
Pine Valley 
Sparkling Creek 
Whitehorse 
Yukon Flyer Line, Ltd. 
Yukon Flyer Transportation Co. 
Yukon Forest Service 
Yukon Inn 
Ist Battalion 
Ist Stryker Brigade 
1/207 Aviation Regiment 


3rd Maneuver Enhancemetn Bri. 


3rd Medical Support Squadron 
4th Battalion 

7th Infantray Division 

17th Infantry 

22 SOPS 

25th Brigade Support Batt. 
25th Infantry Division 

25th Infantry Regiment 

28th MP Detachment 

49er Club 

85th Group Air Force Ball 
85th MSS/SC 

123rd Aviation Regiment 
164th MP Co. 

168th Maintenance 

168th Repair & Reclamation 
208 Field Artillery 

472nd MP Co. 

545th MP Co. 

793rd Military Police Battalion 
932nd Air Control Squadron 


It does not get much more basic than this. Take two pieces of 


pieces of 
steel (dies), place a piece of gold between them, and hit it 
with a hammer. 


om a3 p 


I lack of competence, he refuses to give 

ound h 8 pound ham- 
he managed not to do 
atter of time. Adding a 
(at the expense of two 


